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Urchfont Village Hall – first of all the Parish Council wishes to congratulate the Village Hall Fundraising Committee for their huge achievement in obtaining the necessary funds to commence the building works to Urchfont Village Hall.  We feel sure this improvement to the village hall will be much appreciated by all users of the hall in the future.

 Scarecrow Festival – the Parish Council would also like to congratulate the Scarecrow Committee for the way in which they again organised this year’s event - another huge success in spite of soggy conditions on the playing field on Monday.  

Haggs Lane – thanks are also due to Geoff Potter and family for the work they have done to the footpath between The Paddock and Back Street.  This is a huge improvement and it is hoped that WCC will soon complete the resurfacing work to the whole of the footpath and remove the barrier at The Paddock end of the path.  Thanks again Geoff – a job well done!

Parish Council vacancies – Unfortunately Robina Vaux had to resign from Urchfont Parish Council for personal reasons, so there is another vacancy on the Parish Council.  You will by now have received the booklet - ‘Profiles of Parish Councillors’ - which shows the varied lot they are!  If you feel you can offer your experiences and skills to the parish, then maybe you should apply to become a Parish Councillor. If anyone is interested in standing for election can they please contact Marion.   

National Bus Pass for the Elderly and Disabled – from 1 April 2008 the Wiltshire Bus Pass became part of the National Pass scheme which means it can be used for free bus travel anywhere in England.  Bus pass holders resident in Wiltshire will still be able to use their pass at any time in Wiltshire but outside of Wiltshire it will only be valid during off-peak hours from Monday-Friday and all day weekends and bank holidays.  A companion can still travel free within Wiltshire where this is necessary due to disability.  Tokens/railcards will continue to be available as an alternative in some districts.  Enquiries about bus passes should be directed to KDC tel:  01380 734669.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Urchfont Ducks - thanks to those who have agreed to take part in sponsoring one or more ducks on Urchfont Pond. There are still some ducks up for adoption and we are looking for more sponsors.  Although our ducks receive a generous amount of bread from the public, it is still quite expensive to look after them – with ever increasing costs of feed and vet bills.  If you, or your children, would be interested in this, please contact Marion.  We would suggest £10 to sponsor one of the ducks for a year.  Unfortunately we cannot give you a specific duck, but you would know that you were contributing towards what must be one of the most attractive features of Urchfont village.
Litter in the parish – the Parish Council is very concerned about the increasing amount of litter in the parish.  If we are to feel proud of our villages we need to encourage people to use the bins provided or to take their litter home with them. Unfortunately, some people will not do this so it is up to the rest of us to do the clearing up.  In the past litter wardens have taken responsibility for their roads.  Can we please ask for more support in the parish.  If all those who would like to be responsible for keeping their roadstidy would contact Marion we can revise our list of litter wardens.
And Finally – Quality Parish Council Award
The Parish Council is very pleased to announce that we have received confirmation that we have been accredited as a Quality Parish Council by the Accreditation Panel of the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils.  This is a major achievement in recognition that Urchfont meets the national standards for management and good governance of Parish Councils, and follows the earlier award to Marion Whitehead our Clerk, of the Certificate in Local Council Administration.  

Clerk:  Marion Whitehead,
25 The Paddock, Urchfont. 
Tel: 01380 840569. 
urchfontpc@hotmail.com
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