MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL

held Wednesday 17th March 2010 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall

Present :  Councillors Mitchell (Chairman), Newell (Vice-Chairman), Batt, Donlon, Holt, Myers, Read, Stephens, Thomas, and the Parish Clerks.  County Cllr Lionel Grundy was also in attendance

Public Participation :  4 members of the public were present.  On health and safety grounds for deliveries, paramedics and necessary services to the village, concern was expressed over the part-night street lighting throughout the village between 12 midnight and 6am.  Cllr Stephens also spoke with regard to the structures erected on the village allotments.  

03.10.01.  Welcome and Apologies :   The Chairman formally opened the meeting and welcomed members to the Council Meeting.  Those present signed the Attendance Register and there were no apologies for absence. The Chairman noted that Liz Clifton-Page, an attendant member of the public, would shortly be joining the Council as an elected Member.

03.10.02.   Declaration of Interests :  Cllrs Holt and Stephens declared an interest in Item 8.b. CAP Committee – Allotments.  Cllr Stephens also declared an interest in Item 6.c. Finance

03.10.03.   Minutes : the minutes of the previous meeting of the Council held on 10 January 2010 were signed as a correct record of proceedings.

03.10.04.  Matters Arising : There were no Matters Arising.

03.10.05.  Part-Night Lighting in Urchfont Parish : It was noted that Wiltshire Council switched certain areas of Urchfont Parish to part-night lighting at the end of January 2010.  The Chairman acknowledged that the cutting of lighting in the Parish had proved fraught for some businesses.  Mouchel had not told the Council of its intention to switch off all lights; specific lights, ie those in the High Street, should have been left on.  Lights should be switched back on at 5.30am, but again this was not happening.  County Cllr Grundy stated that as this was a Council Pilot, it was important to record all defects for future information. Cllr Stephens highlighted the year’s delay when ordering a new street lamp which Mouchel was to install.  After further discussion it was agreed that a meeting with representatives from Wiltshire Council and Mouchel would be set up to ascertain which lights were to be left on and a request that timers be set to come on at 5am. 
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03.10.06.  Finance.

a.    Accounts : Appendix I, the financial statement and bank reconciliation as at 28.02.10, were presented and accepted.  

b.   Lloyds Bank :  At Cllr Myers’ request, Cllrs agreed the principle of looking at other Banks and their operating systems to ascertain a more appropriate way of dealing with the Parish Council’s finances.  It was noted that at present Standing Orders had been cancelled and payments made by means of cheques.

c.    Community Grants : After consideration of the recommendations from the Chairmen’s Committee, it was agreed that a grant of £100 be paid to Wiltshire Museum and Library to contribute to the nationally recognised collection, including items from Urchfont Parish as well as the rest of Wiltshire and a grant of £100 be paid to Smalls Schools Music Festival in which Urchfont Primary School is taking part.
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03.10.07.   Vacancies on the Parish Council :

a.  Parish Councillors :   The Chairman stated that a by-election had been set for 8th April 2010.  However, only three applicants had applied for the three vacancies and therefore legally they would be automatically elected as full Parish Councillors without a formal Election taking place.  It was confirmed that as this had been the correct procedure to follow, it would not affect the Parish’s Quality Status.  The Chairman had met with Liz Clifton-Page and Colette Culligan, the third applicant being David Mottram.  

b.  Parish Clerk:  After an interview process, Cllrs were asked to ratify the recommendation from the Chairmen’s Committee to employ Mrs Pat Cridland as the new Parish Clerk.  She had been working since 1st March in tandem with the present Clerk and would take over on 1st May 2010.

03.10.08.    Reports from Committees and Working Parties :

a.   Amenities Committee :  

(i)  Telephone Kiosk – As there was no immediate plan by BT to discontinue the service, Cllrs were asked to note that no decision would be made on the future of the telephone kiosk.

(ii)  First Aid Courses – Cllrs were presented with details of First Aid Courses from St John Ambulance (Appendix II).  However, this subject would also be discussed under Item c (ix) Chairmen’s Committee.

(iii) ‘Friends of the Ducks’ : After a request from Elaine Bancroft for help in looking after the ducks it was agreed the Clerk would place an article in the Parish Magazine. 
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(iv) Recycling Skips – Cllrs noted that following the non-appearance of the recycling skips in Urchfont in February, Wiltshire Council had been asked for written confirmation that, as previously agreed, the skips would be provided on the first Thursday of each month.  

b.   CAP Committee  :  

The Chairman congratulated Cllr Read on his work as Chairman of the CAP Committee along with his work on Full Council wishing him well on his move to West Sussex, to which he replied thanking his colleagues .

Cemetery :

(v)   Working Party - It was confirmed that a Working Party would clean up the Cemetery at 10am on Saturday 10th April 2010.                                   

Allotments :

(vi)    Storage - Cllrs noted that the Bier House storage was not now required by the Allotments Association.

(vii)   Structures on Allotments – Cllrs Holt and Stephens had declared an interest in this Item.  Written and verbal complaints had been received with regard to what was perceived as unsightly structures erected on the Allotments.  This subject had been discussed at the last CAP Meeting and was being brought to Full Council for discussion.  The Chairman stated that the Allotments Association had been created to set up the rules and conditions for the Allotment Tenancy Agreements and manage the Allotments.  She suggested that this subject be taken back to the Association for discussion on the visual impact on other Allotment holders and neighbours; the Chairman of the Association was in agreement with this action.  After discussion it was agreed that a precedent should not be allowed to be set and the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Cllr Thomas would submit guidelines to the Association for their consideration and return to the CAP Committee asking that no further structures be erected until a decision had been reached by CAP Committee.  At this point the Chairman announced that Cllr Thomas had agreed to be Acting Chairman of CAP until the AGM.
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Playing Field :

(viii) Youth of Urchfont – Cllrs were informed that £50 had been raised from a recent Disco and YoU was developing plans to widen the appeal of the old BMX track at the Playing Fields.

c.   Chairmen’s Committee:  

      (ix)   Defibrillator and First Aid Courses :   The Chairman reported on two alternatives available for using defibrillators in the Parish.  One is for a Responder System where St John Ambulance trains the volunteers to use them and they are then on call, being registered with the Great Western Ambulance Service.  The volunteers hold the defibrillators for an agreed period.  This does not give 24-hour cover.  Alternatively Community Heartbeat, a nationwide charity setting up in Wiltshire, offered a scheme whereby the defibrillators were secured in a box at a suitable location with a coded lock, ie Village Hall, Community Shop, and the Ambulance Service held the code.  The machines were set so that they could not be used incorrectly if the patient was not in need of such treatment.  The scheme gave 24-hour cover as anyone could use them.  


The Chairman stated that the second option appeared to offer the best service.  The Amenities Committee had obtained information on First Aid Courses run by St John Ambulance (Appendix II).  It was noted that Community Heartbeat also ran First Aid Courses at reasonable prices.


After discussion it was agreed to invite Richard Schofield to give a demonstration of the Community Heartbeat scheme at the Open Day on 24th April 2010.  It was hoped that this would afford an opportunity of coverage of this scheme reaching a wider audience from the Parish.
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When discussing the financing of the scheme, it was agreed that avenues of sponsorship would be explored with, say, Plain Action, British Heart Foundation, Devizes Area Board and the Scarecrow Committee.
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(x)  Climate Friendly Working Party :  Cllr Newell informed members that a grant of £4,100 had been received from Plain Action which would enable a project to go ahead.  He was therefore meeting with Urchfont School who wished to set themselves up as an Eco-School and therefore eco-mapping fitted in neatly.

(xi) Emergency Planning Working Party : It was agreed that the new Clerk would update the list of Emergency Parish contacts and arrange a date for the Working Party.  The Clerks would check membership of the Working Party.
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(xii) Flood Prevention Working Party : Cllrs noted that Wiltshire Highways was continuing to look at flooding issues in the Parish, particularly in The Bottom.  Actions needing attention included drainage pipes which converged into a sump which used to run through a ditch but now ran under the cottages in The Bottom.  Wiltshire Highways had been made aware that in some places the culvert wall had started to break away.  It had been agreed the wall would be redone and the grid reset.  The date for a site visit was awaited.  Disquiet was voiced with regard to the tardiness of Wiltshire Highways and it was agreed the Clerk would forward pertinent e-mails to County Cllr Grundy for his subsequent action. 













ACTION : Clerk

d.   Consultation Committee :  There was nothing to report.

e.  Planning Committee : There was nothing to report.

f.   Highways Committee:    

(i)  Speed Limit Review : Along with responses received from all Parish and Town Councils, County Council Officers would consider the Parish Council’s submission made on the speed limit review.  Their recommendations would be passed back to all consultees and any contentious matters could then be raised with the Area Board where County Officers would be in attendance.  Other highway issues would be covered by an Issues Sheet, again to be submitted to the Area Board.  County Cllr Grundy informed Cllrs that with regard to speed issues, the Cabinet felt that these should be put through the Area Board as an issue to progress.  The Cllr with responsibility for roads was Dick Tonge, with Richard Gamble being responsible for the Lavingtons and leading on roads.  The Clerk would copy pertinent correspondence to County Cllr Grundy together with the completed Consultation document.  There followed a lengthy discussion with regard to the dangers presented by the new Lydeway junction.
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(ii) Nuisance Parking – Wiltshire County had again been informed of continuing ‘nuisance parking’ in the bus lay-by at Lydeway and had once again served Enforcement Notices on the Garage.  The erection of a bus-stop sign was also being urged.  

(iii) Bus-Stop Refuge on B3098 Opposite The Paddock - Cllrs were informed that the Section 96 Licence had been received from Wiltshire Council for permission for hard-standing to be laid on the grass bank.  Cllr Stephens would liaise with Paul Bollen (County Highways) and obtain quotations from contractors to carry out the work.
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03.10.9.  Open Meeting : As previously discussed, along with the CPRE presentation, it was hoped that a defibrillator presentation/demonstration would also take place.  It was agreed that a display of Parish work over the year would be displayed, ideally segregated into Committees.  Cllr Newell would assist the two Clerks with setting up appropriate items onto the display boards.  
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03.10.10.  Annual Parish Meeting : The Annual Parish Meeting was to be held at 7.30pm prior to the Annual General Meeting of the Council on Wednesday 19th May 2010.  Chairmen of Committees were asked to forward their contribution for the Annual Report to the Clerk as soon as possible.  
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03.10.11. Risk Assessment Register – Cllr Newell proposed and Cllr Myers seconded that the updated Risk Assessment Register (Appendix III) updated by Standing Committees be ratified by Full Council and this was agreed. 

03.10.12.  Work Programme : Cllr Newell proposed and Cllr Read seconded that the Work Programme for 2010 (Appendix IV) updated by Standing Committees be ratified by Full Council and this was agreed.

03.10.13. Standing Orders : Cllr Donlon proposed and Cllr Newell seconded that the Standing Orders and Code of Conduct (Appendix V) recommended by Chairmen’s Committee be ratified by Full Council and this was agreed.

03.10.14.  External Meetings : 

a.  Cllr Batt had attended a meeting set up by Wiltshire Council to form a Parish Group from the eighteen Parish Councils within the Devizes Area Board.  Only three representatives (from Urchfont, Easterton and Bishops Cannings), along with Jonathan Gale, the Wiltshire Council representative who organised the meeting, had attended.  It was therefore not possible to proceed at the present time.

03.10.15. Correspondence and E-Mails : Cllrs noted Appendix VI which showed the correspondence and e-mails received since the previous Council Meeting.  All correspondence was available for inspection at the meeting. Cllr Newell highlighted a recent e-mail received from Dr John Kirkman with regard to the revised siting of the proposed PCC for the Devizes area.  After discussion it was agreed the Clerk would forward the names of the Chairman and Cllr Read.  Subsequently Peter Cook’s name was substituted for Cllr Read.  County Cllr Grundy informed members that the Area Board Chairman had written to NHS Wiltshire again asking why the reasons relating to the resiting of the proposed PCC had not been made public.  Jeff James, Chief Executive of NHS Wiltshire, had received John Kirkman’s questions and was to give a presentation at the Area Board meeting.  
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03.10.16.  Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas : 

a.     Urchfont Councillors had nothing to report.  

b.    County Cllr Grundy stated he would extract noteworthy Wiltshire Council items and pass on to the Clerk.  He added that he was Cabinet Member for Children’s Services and was presently involved in an exercise with regard to lack of social transport outside school hours. Funds of £100,000 had been obtained to distribute, on a pro-rata basis, from the Area Board to be used for youth projects or youth activities.  He asked Cllrs to let him have their ideas on how they would like the money to be used which he would raise at the next Area Board.

He then spoke with regard to the state of the Parish roads and there followed a lengthy debate with regard to their present condition and the lack of response from Wiltshire Council as to when they were likely to be repaired.  The matter was being discussed at Cabinet and the Council had set aside an additional £850,000 purely for refilling potholes in the County.  In addition to this sum, due to the very poor state of the Wiltshire roads after the adverse winter weather, the Council borrowed £1m, making a total of £1.8m to be spent on Wiltshire roads.  Cllr Stephens highlighted the large sections of roads in Urchfont where the whole sub-base had disappeared and the deep concern of Parish Residents to the present conditions.

Since the meeting the Government have set aside £100m for roads and have allocated £1.2m to Wiltshire Council.  Therefore a total of £3m will now be built into the Council’s budget to cover Highways maintenance. 

03.10.17.   Date of Next Meeting – 19th May 2010.

03.10.18.   There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.10 hours.

Signed: …………………………………………….     Date: …………………………………..

Chairman

