MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL
held 20 January 2010 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Councillors Mitchell (Chairman), Batt, Holt, Myers, Newell, Stephens and the Clerk
Public Participation:  3 members of the public were present.  Concern was expressed over the continuing absence of a road sign at the bottom of Crooks Lane.  This matter has been taken up with Highways several times since the sign was vandalised and removed some months ago.  A replacement will be urged.  Suggestions were also made for a reduction of street lights during the night at Foxley Fields.  It was reported that the street light outside Stanley House was not working – all members of the public are encouraged to report matters like this direct to Clarence on 0800 23 23 23.
01.10.01.  Apologies:  to receive apologies, to approve reasons for absence and to sign the Attendance Register.   Apologies received from Cllrs Donlon, Read & Thomas, and from County Cllr Lionel Grundy. 
01.10.02.   Declaration of Interests:  to declare any personal/prejudicial interests in agenda items.  

Cllrs Holt & Stephens declared an interest in item 8.b. CAP Committee - Allotments.

01.10.03.   Minutes: the minutes of the previous meeting of the Council held on 18 November 2009 and the Extra-Ordinary meeting of full Council held on 2 December 2009 were signed as a correct record of proceedings.
01.10.04.   Matters Arising from the minutes of 18.11.09  (not covered as separate agenda items).  

a.  11.9.04.a  Voting Guidelines – Standing Orders have been updated with the new voting guidelines and Standing Orders in general will be updated at the next Chairmen’s meeting.

                  Publication Scheme - this document was ratified by full Council at its September 2009 meeting.
01.10.05.   Matters Arising from the minutes of 2.12.09 (not covered as separate agenda items)
a.   12.9.06  Church Lane, Urchfont:  it was reported that the approved sign has now been erected at the entrance to Church Lane.  Letters have been sent to all properties that border onto Church Lane informing them of the Parish Council’s decision and confirming that the P.C. has no mandate to determine who has rights over parking in Church Lane.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr Stephens and to Richard Hawkins for their time spent on this matter.
01.10.06.  Finance.

a.    Accounts:  the financial statement and bank reconciliation as at 31.12.09 were presented and were accepted.  Appendix I.  The internal auditor has asked that bank reconciliations be presented on a regular basis.  It was noted that a larger provision should in future be made when budgeting for General Administration to avoid getting into deficit on this item.  
01.10.07.   Vacancies on the Parish Council:

a.  Parish Councillors:   to note that due to the resignation of Cllrs Dutton, Masterson and Read, Notices of Vacancy have been posted on the notice boards in the Parish for the Office of Councillor for the Parish Council.   If by 4 February 2010 (14 days after the date of this notice) requests for an election to fill the vacancies are made in writing to the Returning Officer by 10 electors then an election will be held to fill the vacancies, otherwise the vacancies will be filled by co-option.  Three parishioners have expressed interest in becoming Parish Councillors.  Concern had been expressed that Cllr Read’s resignation appears to have taken immediate effect but this was checked with the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils and with Wiltshire Council and is correct.
b.  Parish Clerk:  an application has been received for the upcoming vacancy which has been advertised in parish magazines.  Cllrs Mitchell, Newell and Stephens will arrange a meeting with the applicant.
01.10.08.    Reports from Committees & Working Parties 

a.   Amenities Committee:  

(i)  Christmas lights – thanks were expressed to the working parties that collected the Christmas Tree from Dauntsey School and erected and decorated it, and to those volunteers who put the lights around the pond.  The new Commando Socket was used and apart from teething problems with the timer, proved very successful.  Cllr Myers will put a second programme in this year so that the lights come on again just after midnight.
b.   CAP Committee:  

Cemetery:

(i)   Notice board for the Bier House:  it was noted that the new notice board is in place and plans will now be printed up to show the layout of graves and their occupants.                                   
(ii)  Cemetery Charges:  comparisons have been obtained from other cemeteries in the area and it is recommended that adjustments to fees for 2010/11 should be made as per the attached schedule.  It was proposed by Cllr Newell, seconded by Cllr Holt and carried unanimously that these charges should take effect immediately and this date should be clarified on the notice.   Appendix II.

(iii)   Working Party:  a working party will be organised in the Spring to raise the height of the new row markers and to generally tidy the cemetery.

Allotments:  Cllrs Holt & Stephens had declared an interest in this item so did not take part in the discussion- 
(iv)   Allotments AGM:   to note that the Allotments AGM will be held on Tuesday 26 January 2010 in the skittle alley of The Lamb, commencing at 7.00pm.  Cllr Holt and the Clerk will hope to attend.

(v)   Storage:  the draft agreement over use of the Bier House for storage was ratified by full Council at its meeting of 16.09.09, minute ref: 09.9.07.b.ii and will be discussed at the Allotment Association’s AGM.        

(vi)  Sheds:   the ‘Rules for Sheds’ agreed by the Allotments Association was presented to full Council for ratification and agreed unanimously.  Appendix III. 

(vii)  Allotments Rent:  the Allotment Association and CAP Committee recommend that rents for 2010/11 for allotment gardens should remain at £15 for a whole plot and £7.50 for half a plot.  This was agreed unanimously.
Playing Field:

(viii) Play Equipment and Play Area:  to note that the annual inspection of play area and equipment has taken place.  There are a few small jobs to be carried out and a working party will be arranged.                                                                                                                 



(ix)  Tennis Club:  a draft lease and rental agreement has been sent to the Tennis Club and a reply is awaited.  It was proposed by Cllr Newell, seconded by Cllr Batt and agreed unanimously that the rent for 2010/11 should remain at £220.  An invoice for this rent is sent out at the beginning of the financial year.  
(x)  Youth of Urchfont:  update on Youth of Urchfont and proposed BMX track.  Cllr Holt reported that two meetings had taken place for the BMX track and it appears that the group wishes to raise the money them-selves rather than employ specialist fund raisers.  There are some concerns over how keen the youngsters are for a BMX track and it is proposed to take a group to West Lavington to see the track there.  The Youth Club is busy, especially with the younger children at the moment.

c.   Chairmen’s Committee:  

      (i)   Payroll Bureau:   to note that PPS Chartered Accountants have commenced managing the payroll for the Parish Council as from 1 January 2010.  


(ii)  Climate Friendly working party:  to note that the Climate Friendly working party has won the Green Heroes National competition for the group having carried out sustainable climate friendly work for a long period.

 d.   Consultation Committee:  nothing to report.

e.   Highways Committee:    

(i)  Nuisance Parking – to note that Wiltshire Council has again been informed of continued ‘nuisance parking’ in the bus lay-by at Lydeway and they have again served enforcement notices on the garage.  A bus-stop sign is being urged – again traffic has been held up because buses could not get into the lay-by to off-load passengers.  It was reported that most complaints received by the Highways Committee are related to nuisance parking and an appeal is made to people to be considerate with where they are parking.  An article will appear in February’s issue of ‘News & Views’ to this effect.
(ii)  Junction of A342 & C248 at Lydeway Garage:   to note that a ‘Keep Left’ arrow has now been positioned on the island.  There are still concerns regarding identification of the junction entry location at night and Wiltshire Council will be pressed to use reflective paint or illuminate the signs to improve visibility.

(iii)  Speed Limit Review – to note that a consultation document has been received from the Department of Transport to undertake a review of existing speed limits on A & B roads in the area.  

Highways Committee strongly objects to the proposed increase from 50mph to 60mph on the stretch of A342 through Lydeway junction to Greengate Road, Wedhampton.  Highways Committee strongly recommends that the speed limit should be reduced from 50mph to 40mph at the dangerous junction of A342 and High Street, Wedhampton.  Highways Committee also recommends that the 30mph restriction on the B3098 should be extended past Urchfont Manor to Goosehole Farmhouse/ Witchell Lane and on the eastern side of the village that the 30mph restriction should be extended to the bottom of Crooks Lane. 

It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council should ratify these recommendations and in particular should emphasise how busy both entries to ‘Urchfont’ are, with the number of houses and vehicles that use Crooks Lane to the East and Urchfont Manor College at the Western end of the village.  County Cllr Grundy and Mr Tonge will be copied into the response.

f.     Planning Committee:  nothing to report.

01.10.09.    Annual Parish Meeting – Saturday 24 April, 10.00am – 12 noon:  it was agreed that each Committee should provide a display of its work.  The Clerk will write to Jane Scott, Leader of Wiltshire Council, to see if she would be available to speak at 10.45am on ‘Wiltshire Council – one year on’ and ‘Relations with Parish Councils’.  This could then be followed with the formal part of the meeting.  It is hoped that more people may be able to attend the APM as it is being held on a Saturday this year.  
01.10.10.   External Meetings:  to receive reports on any external meetings attended by Councillors.

a.     Devizes Area Board - Cllr Batt attended the most recent meeting of the Devizes Area Board and Cllr Mitchell will attend the meeting on 25 January as Urchfont Parish Council’s representative. 
b.    Enforcement Planning - Cllrs Holt & Mitchell attended a meeting on Enforcement Planning which they had found quite interesting.  Notes are attached regarding this meeting.  Appendix IV.
01.10.11.   Correspondence & e-mails received since previous PC meeting:  Appendix V.  To note the attached appendix of items which have been received.  Where indicated, items have already been circulated.  All correspondence is available for inspection at the meeting.

01.10.12.  Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda.

a.   Highways - Cllr Stephens reported that more potholes are appearing after the recent severe weather and he urges everyone to report potholes or other Highways problems direct to Clarence on 0800 23 23 23.

A letter of thanks has been sent to Geoff Potter and Peter Huntley for volunteering to take their snow plough through Urchfont and clear the main streets.
01.10.13.   Date of next meeting – 17 March 2010.
   Signed: …………………………………………….     Date: …………………………………..
