MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL
held 18 March 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Councillors Masterson (Chairman), Batt, Donlon, Dutton, Mitchell, Myers,

Newell, Read, Stephens, Thomas, the Clerk
 and retiring member Clare Cannon  
Public Participation:  none
03.9.01.  Apologies:  to receive apologies, to approve reasons for absence and to sign the Attendance Register.   No apologies – all present.
03.9.02.  Declaration of Interests:  to declare any personal/prejudicial interests in agenda items – none.
03.9.03.   To approve minutes of the previous meeting of the Council:  the minutes of the meeting of 11.2.2009 were signed as a correct record.  

03.9.04.   Matters Arising from the minutes:  none.
03.9.05.   Vice-Chairman

The Chairman thanked retiring member Clare Cannon for the many years’ service she had given to Urchfont Parish Council and in particular for the time she had spent as Vice-Chairman.  He had been particularly grateful to her for agreeing to stay on as Vice-Chairman to give stability to his first year in office.

The vacancy on the Parish Council has been declared and there is a potential candidate for the vacancy.  A meeting will be arranged between him and the Chairman and Clerk and the potential co-option will be brought to the Parish Council for approval.  Cllr Nicky Mitchell has been recommended for the post of Vice-Chairman which she is pleased to accept.  This was agreed unanimously.
03.9.06.  Finance.
a.     Accounts:  the financial statement as at 28.02.09 was received.  Each Committee is now seeing its own accounts at committee meetings.
b.     2009/10 Budget:   the proposed budget figures had been agreed at the Chairmen’s meeting of 25.2.09.  and the Precept has been fixed at the 2008/09 level.  It was confirmed that the Climate Friendly Community working party, the Allotments and the Cemetery are all self-funding but their accounts are reported in their committees.  The Amenities and Highways budget will be split with Amenities receiving £5472 and Highways receiving £8225 for their areas of responsibility.  Any costs incurred with the Wedhampton junction would have to be covered by grant funding.   The total budget for 2009/10 is £43,050.  Cllr Read also reported that the Youth Group had received grant funding of £2,000.  
The budget figures were agreed unanimously.  
c.      Urchfont Midsummer Fair:  after discussion it was agreed that a grant of £200 would be given towards the expenses of the Midsummer Fair.  This will be covered by contingency funds.  
d.     Cheques signed February 2009 and S/O’s listed below were accepted:

	 
	 
	 
	Net of Vat
	Vat
	Total
	Committee

	 
	 
	 
	£
	£
	£
	 

	04.02.09
	I.Maidment. Mileage 
	1082
	42.85
	 
	42.85
	Communications

	04.02.09
	Linpac - grit bin for sandbags
	1083
	231.00
	 
	231.00
	Amenities

	04.02.09
	Urch.Vill.Hall. Hire Jan.09
	1084
	20.00
	 
	20.00
	Chairmens

	16.02.09
	7dayshop.2black ink carts. 
	1085
	17.99
	 
	17.99
	Chairmens

	16.02.09
	Springfords.Print.News/Views.Feb.09
	1086
	360.00
	 
	360.00
	Communications

	 
	cancelled
	1087
	0.00
	 
	0.00
	 

	16.02.09
	WCC. Hire.mtg.rm. 11/12
	1088
	10.00
	 
	10.00
	Chairmens

	16.02.09
	NALC. Return of Q.Status portfolio
	1089
	7.17
	1.08
	8.25
	Chairmens

	16.02.09
	SLCC.Return of CiLCA portfolio
	1090
	5.00
	 
	5.00
	Chairmens

	23.02.09
	Currys. Dell Insp.1545 laptop
	1091
	373.90
	56.09
	429.99
	Chairmens

	23.02.09
	KDC. Commando Socket
	1092
	355.11
	53.26
	408.37
	Amenities

	28.02.09
	Brackstone. Bier House repairs
	1093
	1,070.00
	160.50
	1,230.50
	CAP

	28.02.09
	M.Whitehead. Salary for Feb
	SO
	454.46
	 
	454.46
	Chairmens

	28.02.09
	M.Goddard. Fee for Feb.09
	SO
	451.00
	67.65
	518.65
	Chairmens


03.9.07    Reports from Committees & Working Parties 
Amenities Committee:
a.   ‘Urchfont’ village signs:  in view of the present economic climate it was agreed that this will be shelved for the time being.

b.   Best Kept Village Competition 2009:  it was agreed that Urchfont would not enter the competition for 2009.   The Parish Council would support a Community Group to take this forward for 2010. 

c.   Street light switching to part-night lighting:  it was reported that the second phase of consultations with residents has taken place, and KDC/WCC will be asked to add these lights to the list they already have for switching to part-night lighting.

d.   Sand-bags:  it was reported that a bin has been purchased to store sand-bags in, and has been sited at The Bottom.   Surplus sand-bags will be stored in the unlocked section of the Bier House.  It was also stated that a bin was required for Wedhampton to store sand-bags.
e.   Highways working party:  it was reported that progress with repair work to highways has been slow.  There had been a road accident with pedestrian on 28.2.09 at the junction of High Street, Urchfont and the B3098.  Recommendations have been made regarding safety at this junction, and these have been sent to Highways.
CAP Committee:

f.    Cemetery:   a working party is arranged for Saturday 4 April, commencing at 10.00am.  This working party will stabilise 20/25 memorials that have been found to need attention and will also generally tidy the cemetery.  It was agreed that row markers should be purchased.  Prices are being obtained for small stone slabs to be set into the grass.  

g.   Allotments:  it was reported that the Allotment Association has requested permission to use the Bier House for storage of tools.  After discussion, this was agreed, and a formal agreement on the use of the Bier House will be drawn up.  The Association will fit a combination lock.  It was also agreed that the request for sheds on individual allotments would be discussed at a future Parish Council meeting.
h.   Playing Field:  it was reported that work will be starting on the ball wall this week and the grant of £4,000 from KDC is about to be received.  It has also been agreed that the foundations of the wall will be widened and three piers will be built to make the wall more stable.
i.    Youth Involvement:  Cllr Read reported that he had attended a Community First’s Youth Involvement meeting recently, along with two parents of young children in the Parish.  This concerned the future involvement of youth in the Parish.  A meeting will be arranged in the Village Hall to take this further.
Chairmen’s Committee:  
j.   Climate Friendly Community working party:  Cllr Newell reported that the Energy Day held on 14.2.09 had proved very successful with 14 exhibitors and 4 workshops taking place.  100 people had attended during the day.  He also reported that the Feasibility Study for Community Wind Energy had been received and responsibility for this had been passed to the Redhone Trust.
A member expressed concern over the possibility of Wind Generators in the Parish.
The Chairman confirmed that this was a situation where the CFC working party had begun work on this project and it had been transferred to Redhorn Trust prior to receipt of the feasibility study.  The contract is between Redhone Trust and the people doing the study and the P.C. was not involved at all.

The Chairman wished to make a proposal to this effect, but a point of order was made that no discussion had taken place within the Parish Council on what may be happening in the Parish.  The member felt this was worthy of discussion and that it was too early for a proposal.

The Chairman felt it was not right for the Parish Council to engage in discussions on the rights and wrongs on what the Redhone Trust was undertaking.  If and when a planning application comes forward to the Parish Council that will be an opportunity for members to determine whether they would support such an application.

It was agreed that it was inappropriate to discuss the matter at this time.  

The Chairman then made the following proposal:  

The Parish Council agrees that the Renewable Energy Wind Power Feasibility Study initiated by the Climate Friendly working party, be handed over in its entirety to Redhone Community Trust.   It further agrees that the Parish Council will play no further part in this project except in the discharge of its statutory responsibilities.

This proposal was agreed.
k.   Flood Prevention working party:  it was reported that for the first time in 30 years, three cottages in The Bottom had experienced problems with flooding at the end of last year.  In response to this the Parish Council has set up a Flood Prevention working party which includes two members of the community who were subject to flooding.  Terms of Reference have been drawn up and the working party is looking at the potential sources of the problem and those areas potentially vulnerable in Urchfont and Wedhampton.
KDC will provide gratings to protect culverts, but the P.C. has to provide the manpower to install them.  It was pointed out that the culverts would need regular clearance.  Plans of the drainage from the Foxley Fields development may now be available and the Environment Agency has become involved. 
l.    Laptop:  increased memory had been provided for the Parish Council’s laptop, but the hard drive had subsequently failed and a new machine had been purchased.

m.  Assistant Clerk:  following discussion over the Clerk’s increased work-load, it was agreed that a recruitment and advertising campaign be launched to appoint an Assistant Clerk.   The job description and rate of pay would have to be ratified.  In the meantime Cllr Myers had offered to help with the Parish Council’s accounts and had also agreed to take over as member with responsibility for oversight of the accounts. 
Communications Committee:  
n.   Open Day:  it was agreed that the Open Day provisionally planned for May 2009 would be deferred to Autumn 2009.
o.   Re-classification of Communications Committee:  it was agreed that Communications Committee should revert to being a working party responsible to the Chairmen’s Committee.  This Committee has been responsible for increasing awareness of the Parish Council through the Website and through ‘News & Views’ magazine which the Parish Council sponsors free-of-charge to all residents and which has just completed a very successful first year.
Consultation Committee & Unitary Authority:  

p.   it was reported that the consultation committee had recently considered the Wiltshire Council’s Sustainability Scoping Report and the Area Board Handbook.  Urchfont Parish Council had offered itself as a Pilot Council for street-scape but it is regretted that two Town Councils, namely Trowbridge and Calne, are being used at the moment.
Planning Committee:   it was reported that two planning applications have been received for Wedhampton.  The next planning committee meeting will be held on the evening of Wednesday 8 April at 7.30pm with a site visit to Wedhampton at 6.30 on that evening.
03.9.08.    Annual Parish Meeting - Friday 8 May 2009:  it was reported that unfortunately Jane Scott, leader of Wiltshire County Council, is not permitted to speak at the APM as the meeting falls within the timescale of the elections for the new Wiltshire Council.  The Chairman has been in contact with Dr Keith Robinson, Chief Executive of Wiltshire County Council and it is hoped that he will be able to speak.  

Afternote:  Dr Keith Robinson has accepted the Parish Council’s invitation to speak at the APM.

The format of the meeting was discussed and it was agreed that Chairmen would think about one particular aspect of their committee and report on that.  Bullet points are also needed from Chairmen for the compilation of the Annual Report.
03.9.09.  External Meetings:  to receive reports on any external meetings attended by Councillors.

a.  Cllr Batt reported that the Devizes Community Area Planning Partnership (DCAPP) would be continuing and that the final meeting of Devizes Community Area Forum will be held at the end of March 09.

  03.9.10. Correspondence and e-mails received since previous PC meeting:  the attached Appendix of correspondence received was accepted.  
  03.9.11.   To receive Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda – none.

 03.9.12.   Date of next meeting – the Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 20 May 2009 at 7.30pm in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall.

   Signed: …………………………………………….     Date: …………………………………..
	CORRESPONDENCE AND E-MAILS RECEIVED SINCE PREVIOUS P.C. MEETING    
             

	03.02.09
	Local Councils Update
	Newsletter for February
	JM, PN

	03.02.09
	Rural Services Community
	Weekly News Digest. 3.2.09
	circulated to members

	03.02.09
	WCC
	Awareness Roadshows
	circulated to members

	10.02.09
	CampaignProt.RuralEngland
	Newsletter for February
	Admin

	10.02.09
	Business in the Community
	Carbon Positive Awards Launch
	PN

	10.02.09
	CPRE
	Invitation to AGM - 24.4.09
	circulated to members

	10.02.09
	Climate Friendly Bradford
	Workshop on 28.2.09
	PN

	11.02.09
	Kennet Passengers
	Open Forum 25.2.09
	notice boards

	11.02.09
	WiltsWildlifeTrust
	Free water saving device
	PN

	11.02.09
	Market Lavington P.C.
	Contact details for clerk
	Admin

	13.02.09
	WCC
	Parish Steward programme for Feb.2009
	Admin

	13.02.09
	Community First
	Collaboration Benefits project
	JM

	13.2.09
	Blue Water Road
	Model publication scheme
	JM, PN

	18.02.09
	Rural Services Community
	Weekly News Digest.18.2.09
	circulated to members

	18.02.09
	KDC
	Energy efficiency work -Urchfont Village Hall
	PN & P.Cook

	18.02.09
	Sustainability South West
	Conference in Weston-super-Mare
	PN

	18.02.09
	DevizesCommAreaForum
	Minutes and Agenda for meeting 16.2.09
	circulated to members

	20.02.09
	WiltsAssnLocalCouncils
	News sheet for Feb.09
	circulated to members

	20.02.09
	NationalAssnLocalCouncils
	Legal Briefing - power to promote well-being
	JM

	20.02.09
	HQ Salisbury Plain
	Major Military Exercise on Salisbury Plain
	notice boards

	20.02.09
	Kennet Passengers
	Growing Public Transport
	circulated to members

	22.02.09
	D.Summers
	Clearance of footpath
	Rights of Way

	25.02.09
	WWT
	Greener Living roadshows
	PN

	25.02.09
	SLCC
	Branch meeting 6.3.09
	Admin

	25.02.09
	Standards Board
	Town & Parish Standard - Feb.09
	circulated to members

	26.02.09
	WCC
	Common Land adjacent to Redhorn Hill
	PN

	26.02.09
	Keith Robinson, WCC
	Short time given on Consultation documents
	JM, PN

	27.02.09
	Wilts Electoral Services
	Notice of vacancy on Urchfont P.C.
	notice boards

	27.02.09
	WCC
	News sheet from WCC for March 2009
	circulated to members

	27.02.09
	WCC
	Role & support for Councillors pre-election
	circulated to members

	27.02.09
	WCC
	Boundary review - final implementation
	circulated to members

	27.02.09
	Midsummer Fair Committee
	Requesting funding for Fair
	circulated to members

	28.02.09
	HQ Salisbury Plain
	News sheet for March 09
	notice boards

	28.02.09
	Scarecrow Committee
	Permission to use Parish Council land
	Admin

	28.02.09
	Community First
	Publicity for Link Scheme
	notice boards

	28.02.09
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	Newsletter for March
	JM, PN

	03.03.09
	Climate Friendly Bradford
	Workshop on 14.3.09
	PN

	03.03.09
	HQ Salisbury Plain
	Launch of Plain Action
	circulated to members

	03.03.09
	WALC
	Training days for new councillors
	AS, DM, SD, JM

	04.03.09
	Mrs J Grafton
	Accident on B3098
	Highways

	06.03.09
	WCC - Alison Sullivan
	New Comm.Area Manager for Area Board
	circulated to members

	06.03.09
	Business in the Community
	Prince's May Day Summit
	PN

	08.03.09
	Wilts Electoral Services
	Alterations to electoral register
	Admin

	10.03.09
	Jane Scott, WCC
	Electronic copies of planning applications
	JM, NM & PN

	10.03.09
	WWT
	Wiltshire World Changers
	PN

	11.03.09
	CPRE
	Fieldwork magazine - March 09
	Admin

	11.03.09
	Local Councils Update
	News sheet for March 09
	JM, PN

	11.03.09
	WCC
	Parish Steward programme - Spring 09
	circulated to members

	
	
	
	


