MINUTES of the Meeting of the Consultation Committee 
of Urchfont Parish Council held on 11 April 2007
Present:  Cllr Cragg (Chairman); Cllrs Batt, Cannon, Newell, Read and the Clerk.

There were no members of the public present.
1. No Apologies – all present. 

2. Declarations of Interest – none.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 15 November 2006 were signed as an accurate record. 
4.  Documents for discussion:

a.  Kennet District Council – Draft Design Code for Devizes.

 
 First draft for Consultation – March 2007.

b.  Kennet District Council – ‘Shaping the Future’.
Councillors Newell & Read attended a public meeting in Devizes on 26 March to discuss the development of Kennet over the next 20 years.

Members felt that there was a lot of concern over the future of The Wharf and whether the Theatre would be able to continue.  There is real potential in this area for a valuable Arts & Cultural Centre.
It was also felt that the ‘Green corridor’ needs preserving.  

Traffic congestion in the town is a big problem.  From the Wharf it is difficult to enter the flow of traffic in New Park Street and this is without any extra housing being built.  There are also proposals to reduce parking places everywhere in Devizes, which will create more problems.

Housing Strategy.

Density – it was felt that targets need to be more flexible for villages.
More housing at low cost rent and low cost home ownership would be welcomed.

The Environment.

It was felt that all the issues listed were important, mainly renewable energy, sustainable construction and climate change.

Economy.

Job opportunities should be available within the local community or the nearest market town.

More youth facilities are needed in Devizes.
Community Development.
It was felt that all the issues listed were of equal importance.

5.  Matters for report – none.
Signed:  …………………………………………………..    Date:  ………………………………….
