MINUTES of the meeting of the Communications Committee of Urchfont Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 30 May 2007 in Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllr Cannon (Chairman), Masterson, Newell, Thomas (part-time),
co-opted member Ian Maidment (part-time) and the Clerk.
There were no members of the public present.



 
         Action
1. Cllr Cannon opened the meeting by welcoming the new committee who were pleased to confirm the co-option of Mr Maidment.  No apologies – all present.
2.   Minutes of the meeting held on 17 January 2007 were signed as a correct record.
3.   Matters arising from the minutes – none.
4.   Parish Website
Mr Maidment confirmed that the Parish Website and Urchfont Community Web were up to date, with a few exceptions, one of which is the list of Parish Councillors, Committees and working parties, which is in the process of preparation.




                Clerk
One page of photographs from the recent Scarecrow Festival had been put on the website,  Once the remaining photographs were to hand then more pages would be added.
Contact still has to be made with parish organisations and clubs to agree their entries on the website for data protection, and the Clerk has this in hand.




    Clerk
It was suggested that a hit counter could be useful to gain statistics recorded on file showing which pages are being looked at.  Mr Maidment will talk to his contact again and Cllr Masterson offered to analyse any statistics that were obtained.





      IM
It was agreed that, in the absence of Mr Maidment, it would not be good practice for a second person (eg the Clerk) to put agendas and minutes directly onto the website.  Arrangements would be made if a prolonged absence made this necessary.
The list of publications for sale could be moved nearer to the Index Page to encourage sales.
It was agreed that there is no further need for a website working party. 
Mr. Maidment was thanked for all the hard work he puts into maintaining the website.
5.  Parish Magazine.
Cllr Newell & Mr Maidment have attended a meeting with the Redhorn Editorial Panel and it had been agreed that the Parish Council would subsidise the delivery of the April edition of the Redhorn magazine to all households in the Parish of Urchfont to assist to promote subscriptions.  This had only had the effect of generating an increase of six regular subscriptions. 

There was much discussion on whether to request a further meeting with the Redhorn Editorial Panel but it was agreed that the Communications Committee would set up a working party consisting of Cllr Masterson (Chairman), Mr Maidment and Mr Hawkins to look at the feasibility and costings of other options.  This working party will put together proposals to present to the full Parish Council hopefully at the September meeting.  Afternote:  Mr Hawkins is very happy to be a member of this working party.
6.  Co-options 

It was agreed that interested applicants should be asked to submit a written statement detailing their background and skills and experiences.  If applicants were reluctant to serve on the full Parish Council then one way forward may be to encourage them to be co-opted onto a Standing Committee which would have the benefit of giving them experience of the work of the Parish Council.
7.  Summer Newsletter
The Clerk had produced a suggested draft of the summer newsletter.   Cllr Masterson offered to draft ideas based on discussions on how to promote the Parish Council and encourage parishioners to come forward to stand for future election or co-option to the Council.              JM  
It was suggested that photographs and short profiles of Parish Councillors saying who they are and what they believe in, could accompany the Autumn Newsletter.

8.  The Directory of Businesses.  On hold.
9.  Matters for Report
It was reported that in the past parishioners have not always been aware of Planning Committee or other ad hoc meetings in spite of Agendas being posted on notice boards and on the Parish website.  The Clerk was asked to invite anyone interested to opt into a Group e-mail List which the Clerk would send out when any Planning or ad hoc meetings are arranged.                  Clerk
10.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 29 August 2007.
Signed:  ………………………………………….          Date:…………………………………….
