MINUTES OF THE CHAIRMEN’S COMMITTEE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL
held on 27 FEBRUARY 2008 in the Committee Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Newell (Chairman), Cannon, Masterson, Read, Thomas and the Clerk

There were no members of the public present.
1.  Apologies from Cllr Mitchell. 



   
                   
                  Action
2.  Minutes of the meeting held on 7 November 2007 had been circulated and were signed as a correct record. 
3.  Matters Arising


5.(3).  Community Magazine – the Chairmen’s Committee wishes to record its congratulations and appreciation to the editorial team for the production of the first issue of ‘News & Views’.


5.(4).  Urchfont Village Signs – prospective suppliers are being contacted for prices for the new signs.


5.(5).  Re-roofing of the Bier House – the builder who was originally asked to do the work is currently restructuring his company.  CAP Committee will discuss the quotations from the other builders and make a recommendation to full Council. 

     9.b.  Elections – the next Parish Council elections are likely to be in 2013.  The principle of linking with the new Wiltshire Council elections appears to have been agreed.

4.  Bye-Election 20 March 2008:  The Notice of Uncontested Election from Kennet District Council was received.  This reports that David Myers has been elected as Parish Councillor for Urchfont as from 20 March 2008.  Mr Myers will be encouraged to attend the Parish Council meeting on 19 March as an observer.
5.  Certificate in Local Council Administration and Quality Parish Status:  The Award of CiLCA accreditation to the Clerk was received.  The Clerk was congratulated on this achievement.  and the Chairmen’s Committee is pleased to ratify the accelerated increment of one Spinal Column Point in respect of this.  The application for Quality Parish Status is now complete and has been delivered to the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils for assessment by the panel of adjudicators. 

6.  Insurance Renewal:  Quotations have been received from Allianz Cornhill - our current Insurer, and Zurich Insurance Co.  The third party liability with Allianz is £10,000,000, but Zurich can only offer £5,000,000.  It was agreed that a recommendation would be made to full Council to maintain the existing insurance arrangements with Allianz Cornhill.


The Clerk will make enquiries regarding the indemnity of Councillors to protect against claims from members of the public for personal or legal fees in the event of an accident. 

         Clerk

7.  Asset Register:  the updated Asset Register was received, with the addition of land owned or managed by the Parish Council.







         

8.  Finance:  to consider alternative savings arrangements. 
Cllr Masterson reported on his research into the banking system currently in use by the Parish Council.  At present the account is managed by £100 being kept in a current account with Lloyds TSB and £10,000 in a Business Instant Access Account also with Lloyds. The remaining £6,000 is with Nationwide.  It may be that a better rate of interest can be achieved by transferring all of the account to Lloyds TSB, with £10,000 in a 30 day notice account, or that a better account may be available through Nationwide.  Cllr Masterson was thanked for carrying out this investigation and was asked to bring a recommendation to the full Council.






               JM
9.  Annual Parish Meeting – 25 April 2008:  to discuss format of meeting.

Juliet Davenport of Good Energy has agreed to speak at the APM on the whole range of renewable energy.  It was agreed that the speaker would be first on the agenda.  The Chairman will then give an over-view of the past year’s achievements and thanks, etc.  The Chairmen of Standing Committees will then be invited to give a short report of 5 minutes duration on each of their Committees.
This will be followed by the Annual Report and brief statement of accounts, with an open forum at the end of the meeting.  Refreshments will be available at the start of the meeting

Publicity for the Annual Parish Meeting is important to hopefully encourage a few more people to attend.  ‘News & Views’ will be asked to advertise the meeting on the back page of the magazine.

10.  Parish Council Policies:  to ratify policies approved in 2004 as below.

a.  Equal Opportunities Policy – It was agreed that Age, Religion and Ethnicity should be added.  With this addition the Policy was approved.  Copy attached.

b.  Crime & Disorder Policy – this was approved.  Copy attached.

c.  Complaints Procedure – with amendments and additions, this was approved.  Copy attached.

d.  Bio-Diversity Policy – it was agreed that a Policy should be drawn up for Bio-Diversity and this was approved.   Copy attached.  
The above recommendations will be made to full Council. 
11.  Matters for Report – none.
12.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 18 June 2008
           Signed:  ………………………………………………..       Date:  …………………………………..
