MINUTES OF THE CHAIRMEN’S COMMITTEE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL
held on 21 October 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall.
Present:  Cllrs Masterson (Chairman), Dutton, Newell, Read & Stephens 
There were no members of the public present.
1.  Apologies for absence - received from Cllr Mitchell and from the Clerk.  

       Action

2.  Declarations of Interest – none.
3.  Minutes of the meeting held 22 July 2009 had been circulated and signed as a correct record. 
4.  Matters Arising:
a.  Sustainable Communities Act – the submission letter from Urchfont P.C. to Wiltshire Council suggesting ways in which Government could improve local communities has been acknowledged.  W.C. confirms that the suggestion that Councils should be required to produce a climate change strategy was selected by the local panel and submitted to the Local Government Association.  A national panel of councillors set up by the LGA is currently short-listing the 300 ideas they received from local areas.  The Chairmen’s Committee was pleased with the response from W.C.

b.   Wiltshire Highways – Cllr Newell suggested that the Parish Council should look at ways of partnering with Wiltshire Highways.
5.  Finance:
a.   Chairmen’s Committee Receipts & Payments as at 30.09.09 were received and accepted.
       b.  External Audit & Annual Return for 2008/09 – the committee noted that the accounts for 2008/09 had successfully passed the External Auditors.

       c.   Financial Regulations & Internal Audit Brief – the committee considered the financial regulations and internal audit brief and did not consider any changes or updates to be necessary at this time.  However, they should be kept under review. 

d.   Payroll Bureau – the committee agreed to recommend to Full Council that a payroll bureau be employed to handle the clerk’s (and any future employees) pay matters, subject to obtaining three up-to-date quotations.  It was agreed that the Internal Auditor would be asked if they provide such a service.
6.   Working Parties:  
a.    Climate Friendly working party:  Cllr Newell presented further information on the 10.10 Campaign.  He reported that Wiltshire Council had signed up to this.  After discussion it was agreed that the Climate Friendly Working Party would look into the implications of the Council signing up to this and, if possible, would report to the next Full Council with a recommendation.  Cllr Newell also reported that the ‘Age of Stupid’ film was being shown on 15 November in Urchfont Village Hall.  All those attending would be asked to sign up to the 10.10 Campaign.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should encourage individuals in the community to sign up.
b.  Flood Prevention Working Party:   Cllrs Masterson & Stephens reported that Wiltshire Highways has mapped and flushed the pipe network at the Bottom and also by Rivendell.  The investigation by Rivendell revealed one flow of water coming under the road that could not be identified.  At the Bottom it was determined that the culvert under the road and the pipe from Foxley Fields join together near the road boundary between Nos. 1 & 3.  The two pipes are 12” in diameter and enter a brick sump just under the gravel between the properties.  This sump exits into a single 12” pipe that runs under ground and exits beyond the garden to No.2.  This pipe appears to have enclosed the open drainage ditch that used to be there.  The running of two 12” pipes into a single 12” pipe represents a problem.  The working party is trying to establish whether the ditch enclosure took place before or after the building of Foxley Fields.  In any case, Wiltshire Highways advises that the brick sump and enclosed pipe appear to be private and not their responsibility.

A meeting of the Flood Prevention Working Party is being organised.  Afternote:  this is arranged for Friday 13 November.
Cllr Dutton raised the fact that the sand bags for Wedhampton have not been delivered.  Cllr Dutton will establish permission to place the bin on private land and Cllrs Dutton & Stephens will organise filling and replacement of sand bags.
c.   Emergency Planning Working Party – nothing to report.  The current emergency plan, initial response plan and list of contacts is attached for all members.  
d.  Communications Working Party – nothing to report.

7.   Parish Clerk/Assistant to Parish Clerk:  
a.   Advertising for replacement for Parish Clerk in view of her planned retirement in 2010.  It was reported that there has been no response so far to the advertisements for a new Parish Clerk.  Cllr Newell suggested that it may be necessary to approach suitable individuals and that the open adverts may not get anyone to come forward.

b.   Assistant to Parish Clerk:  the Chairman reported that Sandra Johnston had signed the Agreement on a self-employed basis.

8.   Defibrillator & First Responder:  to discuss suggestion that Urchfont parish should have a defibrillator for emergency treatment.  Deferred as Cllr Mitchell was not present.                      NM

9.   Standing Orders:  the wording was reviewed and after discussion revised.  It was agreed that 11a should read:

Subject to (b) and (c) below, whilst the chairman has an original vote they would not normally cast it on any matter put to the vote.  In the case of an equality of votes the chairman may give a casting vote.  

The Chairmen’s Committee will recommend the changed wording to the Full Council for approval.

10.  Budget requirements for 2010/11:  the budget was reviewed and revised and the Chairmen’s committee will recommend it to the Full Council for approval.  It was agreed to ask the Clerk for a list of all ring-fenced monies currently in the budget.  This list to be added to the budget notes.  
Line 36 needs the last estimate given by Wiltshire for the closing off of Wedhampton High Street.  It was agreed that the money assigned to line 23, cemetery drive repairs, could be transferred to line 36.  It was confirmed that the Youth Group will be treated as self-funding.

The Committee expressed disappointment at the low number of grant applications this year.  It was agreed that the committee would not entertain late applications, however a small sum would be set aside as a grant contingency for any special requests through the year.

The Committee agreed that the precept for 2010/11 should be held again at the same level as 2009/10 and the Chairmen’s committee will recommend the revised budget to Full Council for approval.
11.   Dates for full Council meetings & standing committees during 2010:  were ratified. 
12.   Matters for Report - none
13.   Date of next meeting:  17 February 2010.
           Signed:  ………………………………………………..       Date:  …………………………………..
