Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee of Urchfont Parish Council
held on Wednesday 3 October 2007 in Urchfont Village Hall.

Present:  Cllrs Thomas (Chairman), Cannon, Newell, Vaux, co-opted member Mrs Bancroft and the Clerk.
It was agreed to co-opt David Byford in Mr Milanes’ absence.  

There were no members of the public present.
                                           Action
1.   Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Batt & Dutton, and co-opted member Phil Milanes. 
2.   Declarations of Interest – none.
3.    Minutes of the meeting held on 4 July 2007 - agreed with one correction of a name and signed as a correct record of proceedings.  

4.   Matters arising from the minutes:

a.  Item 4.a.  Christmas tree post – it was agreed that the post should be left in the ground for the 
     time being so it is available for the Christmas tree and lights.





 RT
b.  Item 4.b.  Opening up of Haggs Lane.  The Parish Council is pleased that agreement has been 

     reached between WCC and the landowner regarding the re-positioning of the footpath to run behind 

     the sheds leading into Back Street.  The PC understands that once the footpath is fenced off from the 

     yard then the barrier at The Paddock end of the path will  be removed.  The Parish Council is keen that 

     this work should be completed as soon as possible and approaches will be made to WCC and to Rights 

     of Way to see if this can be speeded up with the offer of some assistance to the landowner.         Clerk
c.  Item 4.c.  Condition of the footpath between The Paddock/Bowdens – this work is still out-
     standing.  The clerk will contact KDC to try and expedite matters.  The Tree Officer will be contacted

     regarding the dead branches growing out of the tree adjacent to 6 Bowdens.


        Clerk

d.  Item 13.e.  Grass cutting.  Mark Goddard will be asked to cut the verge along Blackboard Lane on a

     regular basis.










     RT/Clerk
5.  Farmer’s Field.
a.  Maintenance programme for 2007.

David Byford reported that weeds have been cleared from around the saplings and conservation of the wild area is in hand.  Wild roses have been trimmed back.  The wild hedge has grown well and will be trimmed back in due course.  The fence will be removed eventually.  The Friends of Farmer’s Field would prefer to cut the grass themselves and have purchased a mower and strimmer, plus other equipment.  This work will be taken off the contracted work that Mark Goddard carries out for the Parish Council.
The Friends want to establish a picnic area within the Field.   

b.  Improvement plan for Scrape.
David Byford reported that if a machine was brought in to dig a trench from the farm track into the scrape, then this could cost in the region of £1,500.  It was suggested that savings could be made if the trench was dug by hand.  There was some discussion on the best way to line the scrape - perhaps a local contractor could supply clay for the lining.  Cllr Thomas recommended that the Friends should speak to Wiltshire Wildlife Trust to get advice on the most practical way to conserve water in the scrape.
The Committee would like to see Farmer’s Field used more.  It was suggested that advertisements could be put in the Spring newsletter.  Other suggestions for promoting the Field were to hold an open morning in the Spring, to hold barbecues, Easter egg hunts for children.  Cllr Vaux will speak to Jackie Holton regarding the school making use of Farmer’s Field.

6.   The Pond.

a.   Water level of pond.  
Cllr Thomas is in discussion with Wessex Water regarding the possibility of putting a hydrant point next to the water meter in the grass verge by the pond.  The cost for this was estimated to be in the region of £500. 
 
            RT
b.  Registration of Pond Green & Top Green. 
Cllr Newell reported that the registration process is moving forward very well.  He would like more supporting letters demonstrating use of Pond Green during the 1960s and 1970s.  He has taken advice from Rosemary Winckley and the County Solicitor has agreed to look at the application in draft form.     PN         
c.  Maintenance programme for 2007/08.

Mrs Bancroft reported that any occasional rubbish is being removed from the pond and conkers are being cleared out.  The bill for the second raft is awaited.  There have been no recent problems with the fox. 
It was suggested that a scheme to sponsor ducks could be advertised in the Spring Newsletter.
  EB/Clerk
d.  Rats around the Pond.
Complaints have been received from house-holders regarding the increase in number of rats in and around their gardens.  Rats are naturally attracted to the farmyard because of the grain store and the food in the duck house but numbers have seriously increased.  The Clerk will make contact with KDC for advice.  It is hoped that a meeting can be arranged on site with KDC, the landowner and local householders.        Clerk
7.  The Triangle – agreed that a figure should be put in the budget to contribute towards maintenance.
8.  Best Kept Village Competition.
Urchfont came joint third in the Winner of Winners round of the Best Kept Village competition for 2007.

The judges commented on the very high standard of maintenance obtained in all the villages.  Next year Urchfont will once again be able to enter the main Best Kept Village Competition.  The actual results will be requested to see where improvements can be made.





        Clerk
9.   Street Lighting. 
A meeting has been arranged for 10 October with the Lighting Officers from WCC & KDC, to discuss reducing energy loss and the possible use of time clocks.  Cllr Newell and the Clerk will attend this meeting and will report back.  It was reported that the street light outside the Old Butcher’s Shop is on continuously.  This will be referred to SEC Lighting at Swindon.







 PN/Clerk
10.  Supervised Recycling Skips for Urchfont & Wedhampton.
Peppercombe Lane is being resurfaced on 4 October – the same day that skips are due to be delivered to the Village Hall car park.  The Clerk has requested that the skips be put at the pond on this occasion. 
The skips delivered to Wedhampton in September were well used and residents have requested that these recycling skips be supplied three times a year.       






       Clerk
11.  Amenity Skips & Rubbish Bins.

Cllr Thomas has purchased a second quality bin from Linpac and it was agreed that this would be sited in the lay-by near Farmer’s Field.  Cllr Thomas said he would provide the fixings for the base.  Rights of Way Group will be asked to help with installation and the Clerk will inform KDC when it has been installed so that it can be emptied by KDC employees.             






 RT/Clerk

12.  Chipper/ Shredder.

This has been booked for Saturday 3 November – later than usual because Crookwood Lane is currently closed to traffic for road re-surfacing, and also because Ian Pocock has been so busy.                       Clerk
13.  Main Parish Council notice board.  
A suitable location for the notice board is still being sought.  A suggestion was made that it could be sited alongside the railings at the top of School Lane. The Clerk will contact Highways regarding this.         Clerk
    14.  Christmas Lights – electricity supply.

     The Clerk will make contact with Mr & Mrs Snook for permission to put lights through the trees behind the pond as usual.  Also permission will be sought for use of the electricity supply in the barn.                 Clerk       
     15.  Replacement of village signs. 
    The design currently being investigated is out for consultation in Redhorn Magazine and in the Autumn edition of the P.C. News-letter.  Richard Hawkins is producing a specification and scale drawings for approval.  One or two other suggestions have been made and these will be investigated.

 PN/Clerk 

    16.  Budget provision for 2008/09.
     The following figures will be recommended for approval by the Chairmen’s Committee:


School path

£200

Pond & ducks

£750



Amenity Skips
 
£840

Chipper + Operator
£100


Notice board maint.   £100

Street lighting

£500



The Triangle

£100

Village signs

£1,000




Contingency

£250              Farmer’s Field – awaiting recommendations

17.   Matters for Report.
a.  Bus Shelter.   A replacement tile has been obtained by Peter Dear and fitted to the roof of the Bus Shelter.  Thanks to Mr Dear for his help with this.
b.  Foxley Fields.  A complaint had been received from a resident of Foxley Fields about the length of the grass in the playing area.  This was referred back to Sarsen who dealt with the matter.

c.  Wedhampton residents wish to plant more daffodils along the verges.  A Licence is required for this work.  The Parish Council already has a licence from 2001 and once the location of the areas to be planted is known, these can be added to the current licence.  

d.  Parking – thanks have been received about the more sensible parking outside the Club House.

18.  Date of next meeting – 6 February 2008
Signed:  ……………………………………………      Date  …………………………………
