MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL held on 25 November 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall

Present:  Cllrs. Newell (Chairman), Batt, Donlon, Holt, Mitchell,

  
    Myers, Read, Stephens, Thomas, Division Member Cllr. Grundy & the Assistant Clerk.

Public Participation: Division Member Lionel Grundy was welcomed to the meeting, as was Jonathon Seed and the 3 members of the public present.

The meeting then commenced.  

1.   Apologies for absence received from:  Cllr. Dutton

2.   Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. Myers declared an interest in item 6a on the Agenda.

3.   The Minutes of the meeting held on 28 October 2009 were signed as a correct record.

4.   Matters arising:

a. E/09/0251/FUL & E/09/0254/FUL.  Garden Cottage, High Street, Wedhampton.

It was decided that the Parish Council must ensure that enforcement action is taken to ensure that the applicant abides by the conditions of the original planning consent regarding the access and other matters. Cllr Dutton had undertaken to speak to Mr John Murphy regarding the latest position.

5.
Urchfont College Manor Development



Jonathon Seed, Chair of Urchfont Manor College Board of Management, was welcomed to the meeting. He then gave a presentation on the proposed development of substantial Conference facilities at Urchfont Manor. The following points were made;

*
In light of budget constraints imposed by the County, the Management Board has decided on a business plan to preserve Urchfont Manor, a Grade II listed building, in its entirety.

*
The support of the local community was crucial to their plans.

*
The future of the Manor depended upon achieving financial self-sufficiency without subsidy from Wiltshire Council and to manage the College on a commercial basis, including maintenance of the property and repayment of a capital loan for the proposals.

*
Integration was anticipated with the local community, including Urchfont School, on a mutual support basis.

*
Market research had demonstrated that there appeared to be a niche in the market for the type of facilities planned.

*
To build a separate but linked Conference Hall, adjoining the Manor, for use by the Business Sector, the County Council, the Public Sector and the local community.

*
To provide conference facilities for up to 150 delegates.

*
To provide a larger, fully equipped, venue for Trade Shows, Weddings, Concerts etc.

*
To provide employment on site and opportunities for local businesses to benefit from this proposed expansion.

*
To preserve the Adult Learning facilities and the Art and Culture Centre, currently in place at Urchfont Manor.


After questions and discussion, members agreed that in principle they warmly welcomed the proposals and looked forward to working more closely with the College in future.


It was noted that the Parish Council would have the opportunity to study the proposals in detail, when a planning application (and a listed building consent application) was submitted.

6.   Plans for Discussion:

a.  E/09/1488/TCA - Application for Works to trees in a conservation area at Larksgate,                      

     Peppercombe Close, Urchfont, for Mr M Livermore. Works to consist of: The dismantling and/or    

     Removal of 5 Oak trees (3 are described as suppressed and 1 as leaning), 2 Beech trees and 1 


Sycamore which is reported as having heavy, previous, fire damage. The reduction of a 

co-dominant stem on a Beech tree by 25-30% with a 10-15% crown thin. The crown thinning of 2 Beech trees by approximately 20% with the pruning back of a low left hand limb on one of the trees. The removal of a limb on a Leylandii which is overhanging the chicken shed. The reduction back of 2 limbs on an Ash coppice. The removal of a previously reduced leylandii hedge.

Objections were raised concerning 4 items on the Description of Works and after discussion it was agreed to relay these objections to the Planning Officer and also request that the ecological implications of the proposed works be looked into.

7.   Applications studied by the Small Planning Group and reply of ‘No Comment’ made


To Wiltshire Council:

a.
E/09/1337/FUL -  Application for Erection of side Conservatory at The Cavern, The Bottom, 


Urchfont, for Mr & Mrs Minty.

b.
E/09/1440/LBC - Upgrade/Replace glazed sections and their associated woodwork, of existing Conservatory at The Lodge, High Street, Wedhampton, for Mr Kevin Crofts.

8.    Decisions received from Wiltshire Council 

a.   E/09/1102/LBC - Notification of Listed Building Consent for replacement of various windows and re-instatement of parts of the timber frame, at Carina Cottage, 1 Uphill, Urchfont, for Mr & Mrs Cook.  APPROVED

b.     E/09/1134/TCA – Notice of Permission to carry out Tree Work in a Conservation Area at 4         

        Peppercombe Close, Urchfont, for Mr P Newell.  APPROVED

c.

E/09/1166/FUL – Notification of Full Planning to Replace existing window with French Doors at Bulldog Cottage, Bulldog Lane, Urchfont, for Mr A Allum.  APPROVED

d.

E/09/1175/FUL – Notification of Full Planning for Single Storey Extension to front of property at Thatched Cottage, Church Lane, Urchfont, for Mr & Mrs J Masterson.  APPROVED

e.

E/09/1192/LBC – Notification of Listed Building Consent for installation of Flue to West elevation at Timbers, Plum Lane, Wedhampton, for Mrs K Millington.  APPROVED

f.

E/09/1195/FUL – Notification of Full Planning for Change of Use of land from Agricultural to Domestic, at rear of Inglefield, High Street, Urchfont, for Mr T Larby.  APPROVED

g.

E/09/1213/FUL – Notification of Full Planning for Erection of Detached Dwelling (amendment to E/09/0005/F) on land at Penning House (formerly Sarum House), High Street, Urchfont, for Princeton Homes, Devizes.  APPROVED

h.

E/09/1247/TCA – Notice of Permission to carry out Tree Work in a Conservation Area at 14 The Paddock, Urchfont, for Mrs Gashi.  APPROVED 

9.     Matters for Report:

a.
 E/09/0251/FUL & E/09/0254/FUL - Garden Cottage, Wedhampton. The Applicant has      appealed against both Refusal Decisions by Wiltshire Council. Cllr Batt agreed to draft a letter, on behalf of the Parish Council, outlining their concerns.   

b.
 E/09/0496/FUL - Two representations had been received regarding the suitability of the new                   bricks used to build the wall adjacent to Green Acres, High St., Urchfont. 

10.  The proposed date of the next meeting is Wednesday 06 January 2010


 Signed ………………………………………………….        Date ……………………………………….

