MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL
held on 29 April 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs. Mitchell (Chairman), Batt, Dutton, Masterson, Myers, 
Newell, Read, Stephens, Thomas and the Clerk

Public Participation:  there were 3 members of the public present.

Planning Applications E/09/0426/FUL for change of use of an annexed section of land, and for an amendment to an approved plan for a Pool and Pool House at Manor Farm, Wedhampton, for Prospect Investment Management.  Neighbours are concerned that if permission is granted for change of use of land from agriculture to domestic, then this could set a precedent for neighbouring pieces of land.  Objections were also raised concerning the wall surrounding the new development.

The meeting then commenced.  Simon Holt, candidate for co-option onto Urchfont Parish Council, was welcomed to the meeting and it was agreed that he should be co-opted onto the Planning Committee for this meeting.
1.   Apologies from Cllr. Donlon.  
2.   Declarations of Interest:  Cllr Mitchell declared an interest in Item 6 on the Agenda.
3.   The Minutes of the meeting held on 8 April 2009 were signed as a correct record.
4.   Matters arising:

a. 5.a/b.  E/09/0251/FUL & E/09/0254/FUL.  Garden Cottage, High Street, Wedhampton.  These planning applications have been called in by Cllr Willmott but no further information is available regarding the date of a possible County planning committee meeting.
b. 8.c. Enforcement Procedures – a reply is awaited concerning the apparent lack of enforcement procedures and the increase in the number of retrospective planning applications.  The Clerk has contacted Mark Boden, head of Economic Development, Planning & Housing, asking for a clear policy for enforcement procedures which will be enforced.

5.   Plans for discussion:  It was agreed to take item b. before item a. on the agenda.
b.  E/09/0426/FUL.  Application for Full Planning Permission for change of use of an annexed section of land, and for an amendment to an approved plan for a Pool and Pool House at Manor Farm, Wedhampton, for Prospect Investment Management.


After discussion the following proposal was made:

   that members should object to this planning application because of the encroachment onto agricultural land and the impact it would have on the adjacent Conservation Area.  This proposal was agreed unanimously.  OBJECTION.  

     Urchfont Parish Council feels that the issue of settlement boundary is very important and the proposed re-definition of the settlement area and the close association of this planning application to an earlier planning application to the north of the site, could set a precedent for further encroachment onto agricultural land.

It was further agreed that County Cllr Willmott would be asked to call this application in to be taken to Planning (Regulatory) Committee.

a. E/09/0390/FUL.  Application for Full Planning Permission for retention of existing boundary fence and erection of additional fencing at new house to the rear of Inglefield, High Street, Urchfont, for Lordsregal Ltd.  It was agreed unanimously that the Parish Council has NO OBJECTION to this application.

6.   Applications studied by the Small Planning Group:
a.   E/09/0443/TCA.  Application for Work to Trees in a Conservation Area – the height reduction of a leylandii tree at the property by approximately one third with re-shaping as appropriate, at Beech House, High Street, Urchfont for Mr & Mrs D Harrison.  It was agreed unanimously that the Parish Council has NO OBJECTION to this application.

7.    Decisions received from Wiltshire Council 
a.   E/09/0326/FUL.  Notice of Full Planning for erection of Cattle Shed at Knights Leaze Farm, Urchfont for J & M Bodman Ltd.   APPROVED.
b.    E/09/0360/TCA.  Notice of Permission to carry out tree works in a Conservation Area namely the removal of one lime tree at Somerton House, Cuckoo Corner, Urchfont for Andrew Flemming Associates.     APPROVED.
c. E/09/0287/FUL.  Notice of Full Planning for erection of double glazed conservatory at Hawthorns, High Street, Urchfont for Mrs E Barklem.  APPROVED. 

d. E/09/0382/FUL.  Notice of Full Planning for erection of front porch at Little Thatch, The Bottom, Urchfont for Mr J Hobrough.  APPROVED.

8.   Response to Planning Applications: 

a.  Terminology:  the planning committee considered the wording of the Parish Council’s response to Planning Applications, i.e. No Objection, Objection and the possible addition of ‘Supported’ when appropriate, and it was agreed that the clerk would contact Wiltshire Council’s planning department to ask what terminology is required. 
c.  Recording of Votes:  after discussion it was proposed by Cllr Masterson and seconded by Cllr Newell that the numbers of votes should be recorded in the minutes together with any abstentions.   This proposal was agreed unanimously.

9.   Matters for Report – none.
Signed ………………………………………………….        Date ……………………………………….
