MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL held on 28 October 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs. Newell (Chairman), Batt, Holt, Masterson, Mitchell, 

Read, Stephens, Thomas, Division Member Cllr Grundy & the Assistant Clerk

Public Participation:   There were 15 members of the public present.
Mike Wilmott, Area Development Manager of Wiltshire Council, was welcomed to the meeting and gave a presentation on the new planning procedures within the Unitary Council.  The following points were made:
· Wiltshire Council is the third largest planning authority in the country.
· The Wiltshire Core Strategy which is being worked on in Trowbridge will eventually replace the Kennet Local Plan.
· Planning Officers for East Wiltshire (the old Kennet area) are still working from the Browfort offices in Devizes. This maintains local history and continuity, so delivering a local service.
· The East Wiltshire Planning Committee meets in Devizes and is drawn from local councillors.
· In April 2009 the Scheme of Delegation and Planning policies was revised and will be reviewed in November.
· East Wiltshire is winning 90% of appeals/challenges.
· Pre-application discussion is encouraged with planning officers and with neighbours, particularly on larger schemes.
· When a planning application is received it is validated and put on the County’s website, www.wiltshire.gov.uk , together with comments from consultees, officers reports and any letters of representation.
· Wiltshire Council is attempting to persuade Government to dispense with putting expensive notices in local newspapers.

· Neighbours notifications are sent out and hard copy sent to the parish council.
· The officers will look at the site, wait for responses and then write their report.
· When looking at the site, officers are governed by National Government guidance and the Kennet Local Plan. 
· Officers must look at design, conservation considerations, impact on neighbours, highway issues, etc.  Sustainable issues are also becoming more important in Building Regulations.
· Although no permission is needed to install solar panels, cavity wall insulation, etc. it was suggested that checking first with the Planning Department might be prudent.

· Personal matters such as private covenants, private rights of way, loss of view, are not the concern of planning officers; these are for individuals to deal with.
· The Parish Council has an important role and Parishes are encouraged to stay in touch with the case officers.
· If an application is ‘called-in’ by the Division Member (Lionel Grundy), then it goes before the East Wiltshire Planning Committee. 
Mike Wilmott continued by saying that Wiltshire Council is trying to bring together the practices of four district councils and they need to put resources where needed.  An extra Principal Enforcement Officer is coming to East Wiltshire, increasing the team to three and two seminars are being organised for Division Members and for Parish Councils concerning breaching of planning control and enforcement.  Planning protocols are to be reviewed and Parish Councils will be asked for comments.  
The P.C. should chase this if not received within the next week or so.  Repeat seminars for parish councils will also be held next Spring.
Urchfont Parish Council was commended on its Planning Policies and Procedures document which Mike Wilmott thought to be an impressive document and the neighbour consultation implemented by U.P.C. was commended.
The Chairman thanked Mike Wilmott for his presentation and welcomed stronger enforcement regulations and the cut back on smaller planning applications.
The following points were clarified:

· Permitted development – no requirement for Planning permission.
· Permitted development was volume based, now it is impact based and the latest Act sets out requirements.
· The Parish Council has an important role and can ask the Division Member to ‘call-in’ applications.

· Most applications are dealt with under Delegated Powers under the Scheme of Delegation, unless they are ‘called-in’ by the Division Member or if it is an application for a larger scheme.
· Cllr Grundy has 21 days in which to ‘call-in’ applications.  He will have discussions with the applicant and neighbours and will consult with officers and the Parish Council before ‘calling-in’ applications.

· Affordable housing – Kennet Local Plan remains a valid document and states that 50% of housing applications in villages should be affordable.  
· Government encourages mixed developments but affordable housing built on a different site from the main development may have more restrictions.
· Affordable housing 50% of total of new houses.  Housing Associations will work with Wiltshire Council to decide what is needed in the area and arrive at appropriate solutions.

· Wiltshire Council continues to encourage architects to supply plans to a certain standard and finds it inexcusable when drawings are illegible and inaccurate.

· The Core Strategy will address infill in villages.

· A housing needs survey has not been carried out in Urchfont for some years and the Parish Council will look at requesting an updated survey.

Mike Wilmott was thanked again for giving up his time to attend the meeting.

The planning committee meeting then commenced.
1.   Apologies for absence received from:  Cllrs, Donlon, Dutton & Myers
2.   Declarations of Interest - none
3.   The Minutes of the meeting held on 14 October 2009 were signed as a correct record.
4.   Matters arising - none
5.   Plans for Discussion 

E/09/1296/FUL. Proposed Conservatory at St Michaels Close, Urchfont , for Mr Griffiths. 


NO COMMENT.
6.    Applications studied by the Small Planning Group, and reply of ‘No Comment’ made to Wiltshire Council - none
7.    Decisions received from Wiltshire Council - none
8.   Matters for Report:

a.  Wiltshire 2026 - Planning for Wiltshire’s future:  the Parish Council has been notified of a consultation document on Wiltshire 2026 - Planning for Wiltshire’s future giving a consultation period from 30.10.09 – 31.12.09.  This short period for consultation is not in line with the County wide compact of 12 weeks for consultation documents.  This will be dealt with by the Consultation Committee and the Clerk is asked to question the short consultation period.

b.  Workshops for the above consultation document - the Parish Council is invited to send two representatives to workshops to be held in Devizes Town Hall on 7 December.  These workshops are for key representative organisations from each Community Area.  It was agreed that Cllrs Newell & Holt would attend the workshops.

c.  Planning Policies & Procedures Document - Cllr Read congratulated the Small Planning Group on having drawn up this document.  County Cllr Grundy also congratulated the Parish Council on having produced such an important and useful policy document.
9.    Date of next meeting – Wednesday 25 November 2009.
Signed ………………………………………………….        Date ……………………………………….
