MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL
held on 27 May 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs. Newell (Chairman), Batt, Donlon, Dutton, Masterson,
 Mitchell, Read, Stephens, Thomas and the Clerk

The Planning Committee meeting had been preceded by a site meeting at Greenacre, The Green, Urchfont, followed by a site visit to No.1 The Orchard, Urchfont.

Public Participation:  there were 8 members of the public present.

E/09/0490/CAC.  Application for works to wall in a Conservation Area and E/09/0496.FUL.  Application for Full Planning for erection of one detached dwelling and double garage at land adjoining Greenacre, The Green, Urchfont for Redhorn Properties Ltd.

John Adams, the landowner of the site, was welcomed to the meeting.  He spoke of his wish to develop the area with a building of good design that would be sympathetic to the village.  He felt that the proposed dwelling would fit in with the existing cottage, being of low-key appearance and with the benefit of an established garden.  He did not feel there was a problem with the access or the traffic through Back Street.
Members of the public then spoke of their concerns with the proposed development:

· It was generally felt that breaching the wall would have a significant impact on the Conservation Area.

· This wall apparently dates back to the late 1800’s and it was strongly felt that the wall should not be breached.  Residents could not understand why previous objections to this did not still apply. 

· Concern was expressed over the safety aspect for pedestrians, especially children, using the pavement with an entrance across the pavement.
· The road here is very narrow with access to 3 cottages directly opposite the proposed entrance.

· It was generally felt that the proposed house was of good design but there was concern over the impact it would have on No.1 The Orchard.

The meeting then commenced.  
1.   Apologies from Cllrs. Holt, Myers and County Cllr Willmott.  
2.   Declarations of Interest:  none
3.   The Minutes of the meeting held on 29 April 2009 were signed as a correct record.
4.   Matters arising:

a. 4.a.  E/09/0251/FUL & E/09/0254/FUL.  Garden Cottage, High Street, Wedhampton.  It was noted that there are no further developments with these applications.
b. 4.b. Enforcement Procedures – a reply has been received from Mike Wilmott of Wiltshire Council regarding enforcement procedures and the apparent increase in the number of retrospective planning applications.  This e-mail has been circulated to all members.
c. E/09/0426/FUL.  Retrospective planning application for works at Manor Farm, Wedhampton.  It was reported that this application was to go before the Area Planning Committee on 28 May.  The Parish Council is concerned that residents had given the impression that they were not happy with this application but had not followed this through with letters to Wiltshire Council.  The Parish Council feels it is a matter of principle to attend and Cllr Read will represent the Parish Council. 

5.   Plans for discussion:  

a. E/09/0490/CAC. Application for Conservation Area Consent for demolition of part front boundary wall.  Rebuilding of demolished section in michelmersh ATR handmade clay bricks in flemish bond with half round capping bricks.  Reduction in height of remainder of wall to 900mm and addition of half round capping bricks, at land adjoining Greenacre, The Green, Urchfont for Redhorn Properties Ltd.

It was noted that 12 letters of objection from residents had been received by Wiltshire Council.  There was no objection from Highways or the Landscape Officer.  The report from Conservation Officer was still awaited. 
After discussion the following proposal was made by Cllr Masterson:

  that members should object to this planning application because of problems with the access.  The changes to the wall if it were breached and lowered would have an impact on the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.  There is also possible danger to pedestrians using the pavement alongside the wall, especially small children, who would not be visible to traffic entering and leaving the site.

This proposal was seconded by Cllr Thomas and agreed unanimously.  OBJECTION.
b. E/09/0496.FUL.  Application for Full Planning for erection of one detached dwelling and   double garage at land adjoining Greenacre, The Green, Urchfont for Redhorn Properties Ltd.
The Parish Council welcomes changes made to the layout and design of the proposed dwelling which fall in line with previous applications and does not object to the principle of a house on this site, but after discussion the following proposal was made by Cllr Read:
that members should object to this planning application for the following reasons:

· the east facing window of bedroom 3 overlooks neighbours

· problems with the access,  as listed under E/09/0490/CAC.   
· the impact on the Conservation Area where the front wall would be breached.

    This proposal was seconded by Cllr Stephens and agreed unanimously.  OBJECTION. 

c.    E/09/0495/FUL.  Application for Full Planning for removal of existing fence and erection of 2m 
       high brick wall to front of property at White House, High Street, Urchfont for Mr P Vowles.

It was noted that there were no letters of objection from neighbours.  The Landscape Officer has pointed out conditions that would have to be met regarding a yew tree on the site.  After discussion the following proposal was made by Cllr Masterson:

that members should have no objection to this planning application on condition that the wall matches existing wall work and consideration is given to breaking up the mass of the wall with landscaping.  This was seconded by Cllr Mitchell and agreed unanimously.  NO OBJECTION.

d.   E/09/0556/LBC.  Application for Listed Building Consent – work to various internal doors to   improve fireproofing, removal of fire escape and associated internal works, at Urchfont Manor College, Urchfont for Wiltshire Council.

       After discussion it was proposed by Cllr Masterson that members should have no objection to this planning application.  This was seconded by Cllr Read and agreed unanimously.  NO OBJECTION.
6.     Applications studied by the Small Planning Group:
a.   E/09/0493/TCA.  Application for Work to Trees in a Conservation Area – the felling of a leylandii tree situated in close proximity to the Farm House at Manor Farm, High Street, Urchfont for Mr J Snook.  

       Recommendation from SPG is ‘no objection’.  This was agreed unanimously.  NO OBJECTION.

7.     Decisions received from Wiltshire Council 

a.    E/09/0390/FUL.  Notice of Full Planning Permission for retention of existing boundary fence and erection of additional fencing at new house to the rear of Inglefield, High Street, Urchfont, for Lordsregal Ltd.  APPROVED.
8.     Working Parties:  to appoint members to the following working parties –

a.   Planning Policy & Procedures:  this working party was set up to help improve policies and planning procedures and has resulted in improved communications for planning matters within the parish.  

        It was agreed that the following members would form this working party - Cllr Newell (chairman), with Cllrs Masterson & Mitchell.

b.    Manor Farmyard:  it was agreed that this working party would be put on hold.
c.   Small Planning Group:  this working party will consist of Cllrs Newell, Batt and Masterson.

9.   Matters for Report:
a.   ‘Calling in’ of Planning Applications:  the new procedure with the Unitary Council is that the P.C. has to ask our Ward Member (currently County Cllr Willmott) to call in contentious planning applications to go before the Area Planning Committee.  It is felt that the Parish Council needs a policy for calling in applications.  It was felt that County Cllr Willmott should be asked to call in the planning applications for development of Greenacre site as there had been so many letters of objection from residents and concern over the apparent agreements reached with officers before the application was submitted.  

b.  No further matters for report.
Signed ………………………………………………….        Date ……………………………………….
