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First of all, congratulations to the editorial team of ‘News & Views’ on the publication of this first edition of the community magazine.  And now to business  …………..
Recycling Skips

As most of you probably know, there are recycling skips for glass, paper and cans at The Croft in Urchfont.  Unfortunately some people are not considerate in the way in which they use this facility.  The Parish Council does receive complaints about the noise and disturbance made by people using the skips late at night and in the early hours of the morning, to get rid of glass, cans, etc.

Also ‘rubbish attracts rubbish’, and the area around the skips is often used as a dumping ground for those too lazy to take their rubbish to the Household Recycling Centre in Devizes.
This leads us on to the question – do we still need the skips in Urchfont?  Now that there are doorstep collections once a fortnight for glass, paper and cans, is it fair to burden the residents of The Croft with this nuisance any longer?
The Parish Council would appreciate your thoughts – do we have the skips removed and attempt to keep the area tidy and pleasant for those living nearby?  If we decide to keep the skips, maybe you can suggest a different area in the parish where the skips could be located.  This would need easy access for the lorries that collect the skips.  We await your comments.
Highways

Wiltshire County Council sends a Parish Steward to Urchfont Parish for one day every month.  He is able to improve many aspects of the highway, such as clearing pavements and gutters; clearing drains and gulleys;  filling small potholes;  trimming seasonal growth and painting railings.  If you are aware of any jobs, then please let the Parish Council know so that we can ask for this work to be put on his schedule.
He is, of course, only able to deal with fairly small jobs as he works on his own and only carries basic equipment.  If he is not able to deal with a particular problem, then he will report back to WCC.

Parish Council vacancies

Finally, there is still a vacancy on Urchfont Parish Council.  There must be someone out there who feels they have some free time and who would be interested in finding out more about becoming a Parish Councillor, so making a valuable contribution to the improvement of Parish facilities and conditions  
Meetings of the full Council are held every other month on Wednesday evenings in Urchfont Village Hall.  In addition to these, there are committee meetings.  All councillors belong to the Planning committee which generally meets every third week, again on Wednesday evenings in the Village Hall.  Members would also be asked to join one of either, the Amenities, CAP (Cemetery, Allotments and Playing Field), Consultation or Communications Committees.  
Please contact Marion for more details.

STOP PRESS

Urchfont Parish Council is very pleased to report that the Parish Clerk, Marion Whitehead, has gained her Certificate in Local Council Administration.  CiLCA has been designed as the test for ‘qualified clerk’ criteria in the Government’s Quality Parish Status initiative.  

To achieve this certification, Marion had to attend seminars on all aspects of Parish Council work, which includes - Roles & Responsibilities, Law, Procedures, Finance, Planning and Community Action.

Marion had to put together a portfolio of evidence which was sent to the headquarters of the Society of Local Council Clerks in Taunton.  The portfolio was then sent out to a designated verifier who would have evaluated the evidence against agreed objective standards.  

The Parish Council can now make progress towards its aim of achieving Quality Parish Status.

Clerk:  Marion Whitehead, 25 The Paddock, Urchfont. 
Tel: 01380 840569. 
urchfontpc@hotmail.com
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