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Parish Council vacancies

Urchfont Parish Council is delighted to welcome David Myers as the new Parish Councillor resulting from the uncontested election that would have been held on 20 March.  

Profile of Councillors

In order to raise the profile of the Parish Council it has been decided to produce a pamphlet with photographs and brief profiles of the Parish Councillors.  This will be available in April to accompany the Annual Report.

Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Report
A date for your diaries – Friday 25 April is the date for the Annual Parish Meeting.  This will be held in Urchfont Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm.  The speaker at the start of the meeting will be Juliet Davenport.  Juliet is Chief Executive from Good Energy and will be speaking on ‘The Challenges facing local communities from Climate Change – opportunities for local action’.  There will then be an over-view of the past year from Peter Newell, Chairman of the Parish Council, followed by brief reports from the Chairmen of each of the committees.

This is a meeting arranged by the Parish Council, but it is for you the parishioners to raise issues of concern and gives you a chance to share your views with others.  Refreshments will be available before the meeting starts and we do hope that you are able to come along.

Chipper/Shredder
Unfortunately the Parish Council is not able to supply a chipper and operator in May.  Such a large amount of garden debris (not all suitable for the chipper) was taken to the Playing Field last September that the operator spent 5 hours clearing the site, instead of the 2 hours that had been expected.  We have therefore spent the funds allocated to paying for the services of chipper and operator and will not be booking this again until September/October of this year.

Highways

We have been informed by Highways that the repair work carried out to the B3098 through Urchfont in the last week, is preliminary work on ‘soft spots’ before the main re-surfacing can take place.  So - watch this space – it looks as though the main road will be resurfaced before too long.

Street Lighting

As you are probably aware, the Parish Council is investigating the possibility of switching some street lights in the Parish to part-night lighting.  This would mean that lights would go out at around midnight until 5.30am.   

Thanks to all those residents of The Orchard and Walnut Close who have replied to the Parish Council’s letters.  The next areas to be covered will be Manor Close, Bowdens, The Paddock and Wedhampton.  

The Police and Fire Authority would also need to be consulted before any changes can be made.

And Finally

Would you be interested in sponsoring one of the ducks on Urchfont Pond.  Although our ducks receive a generous amount of bread from the public, it is still quite expensive to look after them – with ever increasing costs of feed and vet bills.  If you, or your children, would be interested in this, please contact Marion.  We would suggest £10 to sponsor one of the ducks for a year.  Unfortunately we cannot give you a specific duck, but you would know that you were contributing towards what must be one of the most attractive features of Urchfont village.
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