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Urchfont Parish Council regrets to announce the resignation of Clare Cannon who has been a Councillor for many years, recently serving as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council and Chairman of the Communications Committee.  Clare will be sorely missed – she has given unstintingly of her time and experience, having lived in Urchfont and in Wedhampton for many years.  
Recycling Bins – the recycling bins have now been moved from The Croft and smaller bins for recycling glass and paper are now situated in the car park of The Lamb.  If you use this facility, please be considerate when using the bins so that neighbours are not disturbed.  
The skips for recycling plastic and cardboard will continue to be provided in the car park of the village hall on the first Thursday of each month from 8.00 – 10.30.  but if the skips haven’t arrived in the car park, please don’t leave your plastic/cardboard lying on the ground.  Someone else will have to clear up after you.  

Rubbish - also, don’t forget that the Parish Council provides skips for rubbish that can’t be recycled.  These are delivered to the lay-by adjacent to the Playing Field in Crookwood Lane on the first Saturday morning of each month, from 9.00am.  They are provided at the top of The Croft on the fourth Saturday of each month and also in Wedhampton on the second Saturdays of May, June, September and October. 
Dog Mess – complaints are regularly received about the amount of dog mess left on pavements and footpaths in the Parish.  Some dog owners also allow their dogs to wander freely on the Playing Fields and on the Amenity areas of the Parish.  There is a serious danger of children picking up infections when they play on grass that dogs have fouled.  Please think of others and don’t allow your dogs to run free on play areas and ensure that you clear up any dog mess on paths and dispose of in the appropriate manner. 

Best Kept Village Competition – the Parish Council would love to enter Urchfont in the Best Kept Village Competition and Urchfont has indeed won this award on several occasions, but with the present state of the roads and paths through the village, and the amount of litter thrown down, it doesn’t seem appropriate at the moment.  Would anyone be interested in joining a community group to tidy up the Parish.  The Parish Council would give its support to such a group.

Highways – the Parish Council is constantly badgering Highways to do something about the state of the roads through the Parish. 
It is also important that individuals report potholes and other unsafe areas.  Please phone CLARENCE on 0800 23 23 23.  You should receive a reference number.  Please let us know also what you have reported and the reference number.  This will help us to keep track.  Given the importance of Highways the Parish Council has decided to raise the profile of our efforts in this area by setting up a dedicated Highways Committee.  This will come into being at the Annual General Meeting in May 2009.
Annual Parish Meeting – a date for your diary.  The Annual Meeting for the Parish will be held in Urchfont Village Hall on Friday 8 May 2009 at 7.30pm.  This will be a chance for you to tell the Parish Council how you feel the Parish Precept should be spent.  

Members of the public are welcome to all Parish Council meetings.  These are held in the new Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall and the next full Parish Council meeting will be the AGM to be held on 20 May 2009 at 7.30pm.  
Assistant to the Clerk – New Position

The amount of work undertaken by your Parish Council has been steadily increasing over the past few years.  We expect this to continue with the introduction of the Wiltshire Unitary Authority.  The time has come to look at some help for the Parish Clerk in the form of an assistant.  The Parish Clerk carries out a wide range of activities that include finance, arranging meetings, preparing agendas, taking minutes, writing minutes, correspondence and so on.  The terms and conditions of this post are still being worked out.  However it will be a remunerated position and we would expect the work to be only a few hours per week.

Please contact Marion on 840569 if you would like to find out more.

Finally – the Parish Council would like to congratulate the editorial team on its very successful first year of producing ‘News & Views’ and in particular to Richard Hawkins for bringing the issues together.

Clerk:  Marion Whitehead,      




e-mail:  urchfontpc@hotmail.com                                                      

25 The Paddock, Urchfont. 

Tel: 01380 840569.  




                       Parish website:  urchfont.org.uk
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