

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL

held on Wednesday 21st July 2010 in the Conference Room 

of Urchfont Village Hall

Present :  Councillors Mitchell (Chairman), Newell (Vice-Chairman), Batt, Clifton-Page, Donlon, Holt, Culligan, Mottram, Myers, Stephens, Thomas, and the Parish Clerk.  

Public Participation :  No members of the public were present.

05.10.01.  Welcome and Apologies :   Cllr Newell paid tribute to Peter Thorpe, ex-Clerk to the Council who had died recently.  A minute’s silence was held.  The Chairman then formally opened the meeting and welcomed members to the Council Meeting.  Those present signed the Attendance Register and there were no apologies for absence. 

05.10.02.   Declaration of Interests :  There were no declarations of interest.

05.10.03.   Minutes : the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Council held on 19th May 2010 were signed as a correct record of proceedings.

05.10.04.  Matters Arising : 

a.  Ratification of Cllr David Myers becoming a Member of the Highways Committee – proposed by Cllr Stephens, seconded by Cllr Holt, and agreed by those present.

b.  Internal Audit – completed subject to updating the Asset Register (subsequent to which ratification by the Chairmen’s Committee). The Clerk would liaise with Cllr Myers.









ACTION : Clerk

05.10.05.  Quorum for Committees  : It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Mottram and agreed by all present, that Standing Order No 41 be amended in order that a quorum of a Standing Committee be continued to be three voting members but that the quorum for Sub-Committees and Working Parties be reduced to two (from three).  The quorum for the Planning Committee would continue to be six.  The Clerk would amend the Standing Orders.









ACTION : Clerk


03.10.06.  Finance : After discussion it was agreed that as the Financial Statement and Bank Reconciliation did not balance, the Clerk would liaise with Cllr Myers and forward a revised statement to Councillors. It was later discovered that the figures had been taken up to 21st July 2010 and not 30th June 2010.









ACTION : Clerk 

05.10.07.   Recommendations made after the Chairman and Cllr Newell had met with both Clerks with regard to alleviating their workload :   

a.   It was proposed by Cllr Batt, seconded by Cllr Clifton-Page and agreed by those present that the Assistant Parish Clerk, Mrs Sandra Johnston, be paid for the hours worked rather than a specified time of six hours per month.

b.  It was agreed by those present that the Parish Clerk would continue to put forward time saving suggestions for improving the efficiency of the workload.  Agreement covered production, style and availability of minutes, e-mailing of agendas, copies available at meetings, agendas only to go onto Notice Boards, Notice Boards now displaying information with regard to obtaining Minutes from the Clerk, etc. After discussion with regard to the Correspondence/E-Mail list, it was proposed by Cllr Newell and seconded by Cllr Thomas that the Clerk would continue to monitor the list and report external letters and communications of information rather than all in-coming mail and e-mails.









ACTION : Clerk

c.  At the meeting with the Clerks it had been proposed that the finances might be taken over by Cllr Myers. There followed a discussion with regard to signatories of cheques by Cllr Myers handling the finances, but it was agreed this was business practice.  The Clerk would liaise with him and report back with a proposal .  The question of lack of available signatories of cheques was discussed and it proposed by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr Holt and agreed by all that Chairmen of Standing Committees be co-opted as signatories.  The Clerk would obtain the necessary Bank Forms for completion.









ACTION : Clerk

d.  It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Stephens and agreed by all that at Full Council Meetings, Committee Chairmen would bring forward recommendations for approval and not present full reports.  It was also proposed by the Chairmen, seconded by Cllr Thomas and agreed by all that the Clerk was to ensure that all Minutes of all Committees would be distributed via e-mail to all Councillors.  

05.10.08.  Car Allowances – It was proposed by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr Holt and agreed by all that in line with the National Joint Council for Local Government Services Car Allowance Rates for 2010/11, a standard casual user car allowance of 46.9p per mile for all motor engine sizes be set for the Councillors and the Parish Clerks.

05.10.09.  Reports from Standing Committees : 

a.  Amenities Committee – Top Green Access – After discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Newell, seconded by Cllr Clifton-Page and agreed by all, that work would commence on cutting out part of the Top Green between the Bench and the waste bin to enable easier access for school children to reach the School entrance.  The proposal would have no noticeable impact on the Green and would be carried out at no cost to the Council. 

b.  CAP Committee – Cllr Thomas reported that after a site visit he had requested a budget estimate from Martin Bodman for two schemes - the leveling of the entrance and moving back of the gate to the Allotments to produce a smooth turning area at the top.  The second scheme would be to drop the gate by a meter to reduce the slope and widen the turning area at the top.  He would also obtain prices from Geoff Potter and a third contractor.  He highlighted there was no money in the budget to cover any scheme.  He would report back to the CAP Committee and the next Full Council Meeting.










ACTION : Cllr Thomas  

c.  Chairmen’s Committee – Nothing to report

d.  Emergency Planning Working Party – The Clerk had updated and distributed the Emergency Parish Contacts.  After discussion, Cllrs Clifton-Page, Mottram, Mitchell, Batt, Stephens and Holt agreed to attend the Emergency Planning Exercise on 14th October 2010.  The Chairman’s home would be used as the base for the Exercise. The Clerk would liaise with Jane Browning of the Wiltshire Council’sEmergency Planning Office










ACTION : Clerk

d.  Consultation Committee – DCAP Draft Community Area Plan - i​n view of the lack of clarity of the role of DCAP and its membership in relation to the Area Board, the Consultation Committee was not clear as to why the Parish Council should continue to attend meetings of the DCAP.  Cllrs Batt and Holt had attended the DCAP Meeting held on Tuesday 13th July to assess the situation.  After discussion it was agreed Cllr Holt would attend the next Parish Forum Meeting (date to be agreed) and report back on his findings. 











ACTION : Cllr Holt

e.  Planning Committee : There was nothing to report.

f.   Highways Committee – Road Safety Measures  :

i.   A speed monitoring exercise on the B3098 had just been completed and options would be given after the results had been analysed.  

ii.  A survey of the Wedhampton Junctions would be carried out with residents.  If there was a unanimous decision on a one-way system Wiltshire Council could then be involved. 

iii. Investigations were underway with regard to introducing a 20mph speed limit from Blackboard Lane to the High Street, but traffic calming measures were a possibility of this scheme.  Advice was being sought.

iv. When the Devizes Area Board Manager had visited Urchfont to discuss speeding through the village, footpaths had also been looked at.  He had suggested making a footpath which would enable the public to cross the B3098 from Stonepit Lane to the opposite side of the road at the point proposed for the Bus hard standing.  This would be particularly helpful for children at school hours.  Cllr Stephens would report back on this proposal.









ACTION : Cllr Stephens 

05.10.10.  External Meetings : 

a.  Cllr Culligan reported on the Voice & Echo Meeting attended also by Cllrs Mitchell and Clifton-Page.  On the exercise part of the meeting, Urchfont Council had scored 9.5 out of 10 on both counts.

b.  On behalf of the Chairman, Cllr Newell had attended the Devizes Area Board Meeting on 19th July 2010.  Discussions had covered the Waste Services Review which the Consultation Committee would discuss.   One issue for discussion was the future of skips as collections would only cover plastic bottles and cardboard rather than all permitted plastics.  Library Services had also been an issue and the Council was looking for input with regard to aspects of the services.  Cllr Newell had also attended a meeting on Health Matters at which Claire Perry MP had given an excellent speech and highlighted that the Devizes Constituency was one of the few areas without a MIU.  Cllr Newell covered the various points made at the meeting including a lack of transparency in the Wiltshire Primary Care Trust.  A straw poll held at the meeting concluded Devizes Hospital should be the site for the new Primary Care Centre.  

05.10.11. Correspondence and E-Mails   - previously discussed under Item 05.10.7a.









ACTION : Clerk

05.10.12.  Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas : 

a.     Cllr Holt stated that along with Cllrs Newell and Thomas he was reviewing the operation of the Small Planning Group and they would report their findings at the next Planning Committee on 4th August 2010.  

b.  On Thursday 29th July Wiltshire Council was holding a meeting in Urchfont Village Hall to discuss Part Night Lighting across the County.  As a member of the Pilot Scheme Urchfont Parish Council had been asked to give its views of the scheme.  Cllrs Stephens and Newell would attend.








ACTION : Cllrs Stephens and Newell

Date of Next Meeting – 15th September 2010 at 7.30pm in the Committee Room of the Urchfont Village Hall.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.45 hours.

Signed: …………………………………………….     Date: …………………………………..


