MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL – held 19 March 2008
Present:  Councillors Newell (Chairman), Batt, Cannon, Donlon, Dutton, Masterson, 

Read, Thomas, and the Clerk
















  Action
Public Participation:  there was one member of the public present.
3.8.01.  Apologies:  to receive apologies, to approve reasons for absence and to sign the Attendance Register.   Apologies had been received from Cllrs Mitchell & Vaux, County Cllr Jerry Willmott and Dist. Cllr Jonathon Seed. 

3.8.02.  Welcome:  The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming David Myers as an observer at the meeting.   David Myers takes up office as newly elected Parish Councillor on 20 March 2008.

3.8.03.  Declaration of Interests:  to declare any personal/prejudicial interests in items on the agenda – none.

3.8.04.   To approve minutes of the previous meeting of the Council held on 16.01.08. 
The minutes of the meeting of 16 January 2008 were signed as a correct record.  

3.8.05.   Matters Arising from the minutes: To receive reports on matters not covered as separate agenda items:
1.8.5.a.  Haggs Lane.  The Parish Council is pleased that progress is being made with opening up the footpath for wheelchair access.  The landowner has started to clear the land and sheds at Hales Farm end of the footpath.  The ground level will need to be re-graded for ease of access on to Back Street. 
1.8.6.    Non-contested Election:  David Myers has been elected onto Urchfont Parish Council, as from 20.3.08. and agreed to serve on the Amenities Committee.
1.8.13.  Emergency Planning Exercise:  date for meeting of working party to be agreed.  The WCC exercises planned for 20th and 27th October 2008 will be discussed at future meetings.    Emer.Plan.WP
1.8.14.   Unitary Authority - delegation to Town and Parish Councils:
Cllrs Newell & Masterson will be attending a ‘Meet & Greet’ session with WCC on 14.4.08 where they will be updated on the progress towards One Council for Wiltshire.  Community Boards have been developed and Town and Parish Councils will play a crucial part in those Boards.  The only delegated function suggested to date is grass cutting in the Parish.






 PN/JM
1.8.19.a.  WALC training day for new councillors, 15.3.08.  Oversubscribed – arrangements will be made for Cllrs Vaux, Donlon & Myers to attend a future training day.
1.8.19.b.   Community Magazine: to receive report on first issue of ‘News & Views’.  Cllr Masterson reported that the first issue of ‘News & Views’ had received positive feedback.  The second issue has been over-subscribed with copy and is in the process of being compiled.
3.8.06.   Finance.

a.    Bier House:  to ratify recommendation from CAP Committee to proceed with repairs to Bier House.

Cllr Read explained that Capitall Roofing was in the process of re-organisation and was not able to take on the repair work to the Bier House roof.  Gaigers have renegotiated for the work and quoted the same price of £4,342.00.  The money is available in funds and Gaigers would be able to commence work in three to four weeks.  It was proposed by Cllr Read and seconded by Cllr Batt that Gaigers should be asked to take on the work.  It was also suggested that the work of replacing barge boards should be undertaken if found to be necessary.  All agreed.






        JR
b.   Insurance renewal:  to ratify recommendation from Chairmen’s Committee to maintain existing insurance arrangements with Allianz Cornhill.
Allianz Cornhill (existing insurers) has quoted a price of £1,480.41 including insurance premium tax @ 5%, for the Parish Council’s insurance cover for 2008/09, which includes £10,000,000 third party public liability.  Enquiries had been made of Zurich Insurance (through WALC) but they were only able to offer £5,000,000. third party public liability, at a cost of £1,281.98.  It was proposed by Cllr Masterson and seconded by Cllr Thomas that existing insurance arrangements with Allianz Cornhill should continue. 
All members in favour. 

c.    Indemnity of Councillors:  the Clerk will make further enquiries of WALC regarding personal indemnity of Councillors.         








   Clerk
d.    Savings arrangements:  to consider recommendation from Cllr Masterson for alternative savings arrangements.  A report from Cllr Masterson was received.  It was agreed that investment funds would remain as before but the Clerk will ensure where possible that the Nationwide account holds above £10,000 to benefit from improved interest rates.




   Clerk
e.    Accounts:  to receive statement of accounts as at 29.02.08.
The Salary expenditure has been exceeded as the Clerk has been paid overtime for CiLCA portfolio.  This has been budgeted for in the 2008/09 precept.  There is also allowance in the 2008/09 budget to clear the deficit remaining in General Administration.

f.    Clerk’s Salary:  to ratify recommendation from Chairmen’s Committee that Clerk’s increment should be increased by 1 spinal column point to SCP.18.  This accelerated increment has been agreed, on achievement of CiLCA award.  Proposed by Cllr Batt, seconded by Cllr Thomas and agreed by all members.
g.   To approve cheques signed Jan/Feb/March & S/O’s listed below.
	 
	 
	 
	Net of Vat
	Vat
	Total

	16.01.08
	WCC. Use of room at Manor for meetings
	952
	30.00
	 
	30.00

	16.01.08
	M.Goddard. Contractor fee for Jan
	953
	401.50
	70.26
	471.76

	 
	cancelled
	954
	
	 
	0.00

	24.01.08
	Comm.Signs. Notice for P.Field
	955
	58.00
	10.15
	68.15

	24.01.08
	Dauntsey School. Christmas tree
	956
	25.00
	 
	25.00

	 
	cancelled
	957
	0.00
	 
	0.00

	30.01.08
	P.Newell. Expenses for Pond Green Reg
	958
	74.09
	4.73
	78.82

	01.02.08
	M.Whitehead. Salary for Jan
	SO
	404.59
	 
	404.59

	06.02.08
	Urchfont Village Hall. Hire Jan 08
	959
	8.00
	 
	8.00

	06.02.08
	M.Whitehead. Overtime
	960
	84.29
	 
	84.29

	11.02.08
	WHSmith. Envelopes & postage
	961
	12.72
	1.48
	14.20

	11.02.08
	Easily. 2yr urchfont.org.uk extension
	962
	8.99
	1.57
	10.56

	11.02.08
	Nsew. 2 black 1 colour ink cartridge
	963
	32.98
	 
	32.98

	11.02.08
	M.Goddard. Contractor fee for Feb
	964
	401.50
	70.26
	471.76

	11.02.08
	NALC. Application for Quality Status
	965
	29.38
	 
	29.38

	11.02.08
	Wessex Water. Allotments July-Jan 08
	966
	34.67
	 
	34.67

	25.02.08
	WCC. Lease for P.field year end March 08
	967
	535.04
	 
	535.04

	 
	cancelled
	968
	0.00
	 
	0.00

	25.02.08
	WCC. Hire of  room for 24.1.08
	969
	10.00
	 
	10.00

	25.02.08
	Alphatec. Printing of 500 info sheets
	970
	34.05
	5.95
	40.00

	25.02.08
	Ryman. 4 ring binders for storage
	971
	9.32
	1.63
	10.95

	01.03.08
	M.Whitehead. Salary for Feb.
	SO
	412.56
	 
	412.56

	06.03.08
	Townsend. Compost for Triangle
	972
	15.32
	2.68
	18.00

	06.03.08
	Toner Giant. 2 toner cartridges
	973
	66.01
	11.55
	77.56

	06.03.08
	Post Office. 100 stamps
	974
	24.00
	 
	24.00

	08.03.08
	Springfords & Rose. Printing of News & Views
	975
	350.00
	 
	350.00

	08.03.08
	Urchfont Village Hall. Bookings for Feb
	976
	12.00
	 
	12.00


3.8.07.    Certificate in Local Council Administration & Quality Parish Status:  to acknowledge Clerk’s accreditation and receive report on progress with application towards Quality Parish Status.
The Parish Council is very pleased to acknowledge the Clerk’s achievement on gaining her CiLCA accreditation.  The application for Quality Parish Status has now been made.
3.8.08.    Standing Committees:  to ratify recommendation from Amenities Committee that Cllr Dutton be elected as Chairman of that committee. Cllr Thomas was thanked for stepping in to act as temporary chairman and Cllr Dutton is now pleased to accept this chairmanship.  All agreed. 
3.8.09.   Parish Council Policies:

a.   List of current Parish Council policies was received.

b.   Updated Terms of Reference for Committees was received.
c.   Updated Policies:  the recommendation from Chairmen’s Committee that the following updated policies be ratified, was agreed:  (i)     Equal Opportunities Policy     (ii)    Crime & Disorder Policy   
(iii)    Complaints Procedure
The following policy is a new requirement:  

(iv)  Bio-Diversity - National Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006 (the NERC Act).
3.8.10.    Parish Contractor – recommendation from CAP Committee:  

a.  to consider updated contract and specification of works.  

It had been agreed that the specification of works should be a separate document and this is now an attachment to the contract itself.  The resolution of disputes will be subject to ruling by an independent arbitrator rather than the Parish Council chairman.  The price for the work would be subject to an annual increase in line with Retail Price Index (excluding mortgages) RPIX. 
This was proposed by Cllr Read and seconded by Cllr Masterson.  All agreed.
b.  to consider extending contract with Mark Goddard for three years.
The quotation for grounds maintenance work in Urchfont Parish, for a total of £5,412.00 plus VAT was          accepted.  The Parish Council is pleased to offer Mark Goddard Landscaping Ltd this contract for a three year period with a break point half way through the contract.  This was proposed by Cllr Read and seconded by Cllr Batt.  All members in favour.  It was agreed that this updated contract should be offered to Mark Goddard and it was further agreed that Cllrs Newell & Read would be authorised to agree any minor alterations/questions with Mark Goddard.




            JR/PN
3.8.11.    Allotment Association – recommendation from CAP Committee

a.  to consider an increase in rent of Allotment Gardens from £10 to £15 for a whole allotment and from £5 to £7.50 for half a plot, with effect from 1.4.08.  This extra fee will include membership of the National Association of Allotment Holders and third party indemnity insurance for allotment tenants.  This increase in rent was proposed by Cllr Read and seconded by Cllr Masterson.   All agreed. 
b.  to consider updated Allotment Tenancy Agreement following advice from WALC. 
This proposed agreement will run for one year and will be accompanied by the Terms of Reference previously agreed.  Proposed by Cllr Read.  Seconded by Cllr Cannon.  All members agreed.
3.8.12.   Memorial Trees:  to consider possible site for memorial trees at Urchfont Cemetery.

The CAP Committee recommends that memorial trees could be planted in the oldest part of the Cemetery behind the Bier House in the spaces between graves.  The Parish Council would define the exact point for planting each tree and would specify the type of tree to be planted, with limited size.  A small plaque would be permitted - the size and type of plaque would be specified.  This recommendation was agreed in principle and CAP Committee would approve each application.


        JR





3.8.13.   Best Kept Village Competition 2008:  the recommendation from Amenities Committee is that Urchfont should not enter this competition until there is more local support.  This was accepted.  
It was suggested that a separate village working party should be formed to take this forward in future years. 

3.8.14.   Highways:  

a.   Extension of 30mph limits on B3098:  The Parish Council has been informed by Highways that Urchfont is on the list of sites to be assessed for extension of restricted speed limit. Assessments will commence in April but there are 300 sites on the list so this will take some time.
b.  Remedial works to footpath between The Paddock & Bowdens:  the Parish Council has been informed that remedial works to the footpath damaged by tree roots, will take place within the month.
c.  Local Safety Scheme at junction of A342 and C248 at the Lydeway, Urchfont:  The Parish Council has taken part in consultation with Mouchel over re-alignment of the junction and the reply from Mouchel has been circulated to all members.
d.  Re-surfacing of B3098:  patching work has taken place on the B3098 prior to re-surfacing.  The Parish Council is informed that other roads through Urchfont and Wedhampton are low priority and the repair/replacement of kerbing in Back Street/The Green will not necessarily take place before the road itself is re-surfaced.

e.  Parish Steward Programme:  the Spring 2008 programme has been received.  The Steward will be asked to remove the surplus soil in High Street, Wedhampton, from the bottom of the bank at the southern entrance to the village.







               Clerk

f.  Other Highways work:  The County Council will be reminded that the white lining still needs to be renewed on the lay-by by Farmer’s Field and the drain in the pavement alongside Farmer’s Field still floods in heavy rain.










   Clerk
3.8.15.   Electoral divisions for new Unitary Wiltshire Council:  the presentation notes from the meeting on 15.2.08 attended by Cllr Newell were received.  It was agreed that the Consultation Committee would consider WCC’s recommendations when they are received.  The next Parish Council elections are likely to be held in 2013 to coincide with County elections. 


Consult.Cttee

3.8.16.   Annual Parish Meeting -  Friday 25 April 2008 & Annual Report: the recommendation from Chairmen’s Committee regarding speaker and format for the APM was received.   The content of the Annual Report was discussed and with some additions, this was agreed. 


   Clerk

A pamphlet containing a brief profile and photograph of each member of the council will be circulated with the Annual Report.  









   Clerk
3.8.17.   External Meetings:  to receive reports on any external meetings attended by Councillors.
Cllr Batt has attended meetings of Devizes Community Area Forum (DCAF) and Devizes Community Area Planning Partnership (DCAPP).
  3.8.18. Correspondence received since previous PC meeting:  the attached Appendix of correspondence received was accepted.  
  3.8.19.   To receive Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda.
  a.  Cemetery records – Cllr Read reported that he had computerised the cemetery records.  A layout of the graves, together with names of those interred in the graves, will be displayed at the Bier House.  Cllr Read was congratulated on this very important achievement.  The cemetery books will still be kept up to date but the computerised records will make reference work so much easier.                           JR
  b.  Parish Council Meetings will be held at The Manor between May and October 2008.  Building work and refurbishment is due to take place at Urchfont Village Hall during this time.

  c.  Urchfont Bier that was originally stored in the Bier House at the Cemetery is at Lackham Museum and Cllr Read proposes arranging a trip to the museum.





       JR
  d.  Date for next CAP meeting changed from 4 June to 11 June 2008.  
  e.  Telephone kiosk in High Street, Urchfont, is in need of painting and a pane of glass needs replacing.  This has been reported to BT and the work will be put in hand.

  d.  Cemetery Lane/entrance to Cemetery has debris around the drain which has washed down from the lane.  The landowner will be asked for his assistance in clearing this away.

   Clerk
  3.8.20.  Date of next meeting – AGM – Wednesday 21 May.
  Urchfont Parish Council has a policy that the Chairman of the P.C. should stand down after five years.  Cllr Newell has now completed his five year term of office and he closed the meeting by thanking all members and both Clerks for their support during his term as Chairman.  He feels it is important that the five year rule, and three year rule for Chairmen of committees, is adhered to as this brings new skills, experience and perspective to the roles.

  Cllr Newell was thanked by members for his huge contribution in bringing the Parish Council on to a more professional footing and for introducing the policies and work programmes that enable the P.C. to be run efficiently.   
       APPENDIX I
	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED SINCE PREVIOUS P.C. MEETING

	11.1.08
	WCC
	Proposed application to divert part of Byeway Open to All Traffic Urchfont 37
	PN, JM & Rights of Way

	11.1.08
	WWT
	National Guidance on Bio-Diversity - workshop
	PN & JM

	11.1.08
	WCC
	Proposed diversion of part of Bridleway Enford 21
	PN & JM

	17.1.08
	Mouchel
	Junction of A342 with C248 The Lydeway, Urchfont - Local Safety Scheme
	circulated to all PCs

	17.1.08
	Wedhampton Residents
	New notice board for Wedhampton 
	Admin

	17.1.08
	Queensbury Shelters
	Information on shelters
	Admin

	18.1.08
	Dept for Communities & Local Government
	Consultation on Orders & regulations relating to the conduct of Local Authority members in England
	PN & JM

	18.1.08
	Y.Morris - e-mail
	Request for street light in Back Street
	Amenities

	18.1.08
	Local Works
	Sustainable Communities Bill becomes Law
	PN & JM

	19.1.08
	WCC
	Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan
	PN & Consultation Cttee 

	19.1.08
	WCC - Emergencies
	Flooding - vulnerable people
	PN, JM & Working party

	19.1.08
	Glasdon
	Latest products for Local Councils
	Admin

	19.1.08
	The Living River
	Newsletter - Winter 2008
	PN

	21.1.08
	KDC - e-mail
	Timetable for re-advertising vacancy on PC
	PN & JM

	21.1.08
	CPRE
	Invitation to take part in Best Kept Village Comp.
	PN

	25..1.08
	WCC
	Invitation to Meet & Greet Evening
	PN & JM

	25.1.08
	KDC - e-mail
	Application form for Community Cleansing grant
	PN, JM & Admin

	25.1.08
	WWT
	Sarsen Trail Sponsored Walk - 4.5.08 - 1 way traffic system Foxley Corner &  Redhorn Hill
	Notice boards

	25.1.08
	KDC
	New KDC Liaison Officer for street scene services
	PN, JM & Admin

	25.1.08
	KDC
	Preparations for future flooding
	PN, JM

	28.1.08
	WCC
	Love Food - Hate Waste Campaign
	PN & notice boards

	28.1.08
	KDC
	Wooden garage doors on car ports
	circulated to all PCs

	28.1.08
	WCC
	Public notice & order relating to the diversion of 2 short sections of footpath 21 in Wedhampton
	circulated to all PCs and on Notice boards

	30.1.08
	Good Energy 
	Confirmation that Juliet Davenport will accept invitation to speak at Parish Meeting on 25.4.08
	PN

	30.1.08
	Audit Commission
	Appointment of External Auditor
	Admin

	2.2.08
	Salis Plain Training Area
	News sheet February 08
	Notice boards

	2.2.08
	Wiltshire Association of Local councils
	Newsletter - February 2008
	circulated to all PCs

	2.2.08
	Soc Local Council Clerks
	AGM & Branch meeting
	Admin

	4.2.08
	KDC
	Update of Register of Electors
	Admin

	4.2.08
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	Local Councils Update - Jan/Feb 2008
	PN & JM

	6.2.08
	WCC
	Registration of Pond Green as a village green - acknowledgment of application
	This has been advertised in the local Press and the statutory notices are displayed by the Pond.

	6.2.08
	WCC
	Parish Steward  Comments slip
	Admin

	8.2.08
	Salis Plain Training Area
	News sheet March 08
	Notice boards & community magazine

	10.2.08
	Ramblers Assn
	The Way Ahead - newsletter
	Notice boards & community magazine

	13.2.08
	KDC
	Update on possible transfer of The Paddock Amenity Land to UPC
	Admin

	13.2.08
	KDC
	Notice of Bye-Election & nomination packs
	Admin

	15.2.08
	Salisbury Plain Training Area
	Update of contact details – Cllr Batt’s details have been passed to MoD as the new PC contact. 
	Admin

	16.2.08
	Wilts Independent Travel Support
	Travel support for disabled people
	Notice boards & community magazine

	17.2.08
	Urchfont Scarecrow Festival
	Requesting permission to use Playing Field, Pond & Top Green and other areas in Urchfont
	Admin

	17.2.08
	WCC
	Licence to place notice board in Greengate Road, Wedhampton
	Admin

	17.2.08
	WCC
	Public notice detailing changes to Traffic Regulation Orders
	circulated to all PCs

	20.2.08
	WCC
	Newsletter for February 2008
	circulated to all PCs

	21.2.08
	Mouchel Ltd
	Junction of A342 with C248, The Lydeway, reply to PC comments on new local safety scheme
	circulated to all PCs

	25.2.08
	HM Rev. & Customs
	Employer Pack 2008
	Admin

	25.2.08
	WCC
	Report on meeting at County Hall with officers from the Boundary Committee for England
	PN, JM

	25.2.08
	Glasdon
	Products for Local Councils
	Admin

	28.2.08
	KDC
	Notice of uncontested election
	Notice boards & admin

	28.2.08
	WWT - e-mail
	Earth Hour Campaign
	PN, JM

	1.3.08
	WCC
	Newsletter for March 2008
	circulated to all PCs

	1.3.08
	N.Wessex Downs AONB
	New Issue 'Up on the North Wessex Downs
	Admin

	1.3.08
	KDC - news release
	Kennet recycling remains top
	Notice boards 

	6.3.08
	KDC e-mail
	Work on footpath between Paddock/Bowdens
	Admin

	6.3.08
	KDC
	Update to register of electors
	Admin

	6.3.08
	WCC
	Village name plates
	PN, JM

	6.3.08
	WCC
	Parish Steward Programme - Spring 2008
	circulated to all PCs

	10.3.08
	Clerk & Councils
	Local Councils Update - March 2008
	PN, JM


    14.3.08   Wessex Water                    Application form for water supply                                       RT

    18.3.08   BT Payphones                    Engineer to replace pane of glass in kiosk & repaint           Admin
