MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL – held 16 July 2008
Present:  Councillors Masterson (Chairman), Batt, Cannon, Donlon, Mitchell
Newell, Read, Thomas, and the Clerk



The Certificate of Quality Status was presented to Cllr Peter Newell, retiring Chairman of Urchfont Parish Council, by Cllr Paula Winchcombe, Chairman of the Quality Status Accreditation Panel.  She congratulated Urchfont Parish Council on its achievement and Cllr Newell thanked the Association for its support over the years.  Cllr Newell stressed that this was only a beginning which will provide an important foundation for the work of the Parish Council and its commitment to the community.

The meeting then commenced.








  Action
Public Participation:  there were no members of the public present.

7.8.01.  Apologies:  to receive apologies, to approve reasons for absence and to sign the Attendance Register.   Apologies had been received from Cllrs Dutton & Myers, County Cllr Jerry Willmott and Dist. Cllr Jonathon Seed. 

7.8.02.  Co-option:  to discuss recommendation for co-option to Urchfont Parish Council. 

Cllrs Cannon, Masterson and the Clerk had met with Andy Stephens and discussed the work of the P.C.  

Mr Stephens had provided a personal profile and this had been circulated to all members in advance of the meeting.  It was unanimously agreed that Mr Stephens be co-opted onto the P.C. and he would be asked to sign the Acceptance of Office form and the Register of Members’ Interests.

    Clerk

7.8.03.  Declaration of Interests:  to declare any personal/prejudicial interests in items on the agenda – none.

7.8.04.   To approve minutes of the previous meeting of the Council held on 21.5.08. (AGM)
The minutes of the meeting of 21 May 2008 were signed as a correct record.  

7.8.05.   Matters Arising from the minutes: 

a.  5.8.22a.  Wiltshire Air Ambulance:  response to Parish Council’s letter of support.  A letter has been received from the Great Western Ambulance Service reassuring the P.C. of its commitment to continue the service.  Apparently the Wiltshire Air Ambulance is not under threat and GWAS remains committed to providing effective air ambulance cover to the people of Wiltshire and the best clinical care possible.  A clinical review is being undertaken of the service provided to each of the three charities which run air ambulances across the Trust and the P.C. will be informed later in the year of the results of the review. 

      A letter of support for the Air Ambulance has also been received from the Rt. Hon Michael Ancram.
7.8.06.   Finance.

a.   Audit:  to receive report on Internal & External Audits.  The Clerk reported that the Internal Audit had been completed satisfactorily and the accounts were now with the External Auditor.  It is a requirement of the External Audit that an Annual Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit be carried out.  This will be discussed at the Chairmen’s committee meeting on 23 July. 

        Ch.Cttee
b.   Notice of Appointment of date for the Exercise of Electors’ Rights:  A notice is currently displayed on the Parish Council’s notice boards, giving electors the dates when the Annual Return and any books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts etc relating to them may be inspected.  
c.    Banking arrangements 
Following last year’s merger between Nationwide & Portman, it now appears that Nationwide cannot continue to support this kind of account and that alternative arrangements will have to be made. 

Cllrs Masterson & Cannon have looked into the various options and in order to maximise interest rates, a recommendation was made to close the Nationwide Account and for savings to be transferred to Lloyds Business Account, to be reviewed every 6 months.  This was unanimously agreed by members      Clerk
d.    Accounts:  to receive financial statement as at 30.06.08.
The financial statement was accepted.  The Chairmen’s Committee will be asked to consider the process by which the Council and its committees establish the necessary budgets and manage expenditure against those budgets including limits of authority in relation to actual expenditure, and to recommend changes if required.









        Ch.Cttee
e.    Local Councils Update:  payment of £65 annual subscription for monthly update, was approved.

f.   To approve cheques signed May/June/July & S/O’s listed below.

	 
	 
	 
	Net of Vat
	Vat
	Total

	 
	 
	 
	£
	£
	£

	 
	cancelled
	999
	 
	 
	0.00

	07.05.08
	Newspace. Allotments Insurance
	1000
	45.38
	 
	45.38

	07.05.08
	P.Milanes. F.Field. Nest boxes
	1001
	104.25
	7.74
	111.99

	07.05.08
	Urchfont Shop. Refreshments
	1002
	7.96
	 
	7.96

	07.05.08
	Stationery Cupboard. Stationery
	1003
	26.27
	3.20
	29.47

	07.05.08
	Nsew. 2 Black & 2 colour inks
	1004
	48.97
	 
	48.97

	08.05.08
	Currys. PC linehub & usb cable
	1005
	12.32
	2.16
	14.48

	14.05.08
	HM Revenue. Employers NI
	1006
	14.82
	 
	14.82

	14.05.08
	Village Hall. Hire April 08
	1007
	12.00
	 
	12.00

	14.05.08
	Comm.1st. Subs for 08/09
	1008
	34.00
	 
	34.00

	14.05.08
	Roses. Wedhampton nameplate for noticeboard + key for board
	1009
	33.75
	4.51
	38.26

	14.05.08
	Allianz Insurance
	1010
	1,519.17
	 
	1,519.17

	14.05.08
	Alphatec. Print 500 portfolios
	1011
	72.35
	12.65
	85.00

	14.05.08
	P.Newell. Fuel to Exeter
	1012
	14.55
	2.55
	17.10

	21.05.08
	M.Goddard. Fee for May
	1013
	451.00
	78.93
	529.93

	02.06.08
	M.Whitehead. Salary for May
	SO
	443.62
	 
	443.62

	04.06.08
	J.Halliday. Internal Audit
	1014
	50.00
	 
	50.00

	04.06.08
	P.Milanes. Plants & batteries for mower
	1015
	258.20
	45.19
	303.39

	04.06.08
	Dabs.com.2 memory sticks for computer
	1016
	20.56
	3.59
	24.15

	04.06.08
	E.Bancroft. Duck feed & vet bills
	1017
	91.01
	1.66
	92.67

	09.06.08
	Beechfield. Oil for notice boards
	1018
	12.00
	2.10
	14.10

	09.06.08
	Gaiger. Works to Bier House
	1019
	3,992.00
	698.60
	4,690.60

	12.06.08
	Summers Bros. Skips April/June
	1020
	240.00
	 
	240.00

	17.06.08
	M.Goddard. Fee for June
	1021
	451.00
	78.93
	529.93

	17.06.08
	Springfords. Print June 'News/Views'
	1022
	350.00
	 
	350.00

	18.06.08
	The Lamb. Burgers etc for Allotments Association barbecue
	1023
	22.00
	 
	22.00

	19.06.08
	Honeystreet & Scats. New field gate for Allotments & fixings
	1024
	140.87
	24.66
	165.53

	25.06.08
	WCC. Meeting room for 6/7 May
	1025
	20.00
	 
	20.00

	25.06.08
	Scats. Closure Latch for Allotment gate
	1026
	9.51
	1.66
	11.17

	25.06.08
	P.Milanes. Food & drink for Farmer’s Field barbecue
	1027
	46.31
	 
	46.31

	30.06.08
	M.Whitehead. Salary for June
	SO
	443.62
	 
	443.62


7.8.07.    Register for the Assessment and Management of Risks:  it was agreed that each committee would look at how to mitigate against their areas of Risk.  This would be discussed in more detail at the Chairmen’s meeting to be held on 23.7.08.  Existing risks need to be updated and recommendations to be brought to the next full Council meeting.



         Ch.Cttee
7.8.08.    Reports from Committees & Working Parties 

Amenities Committee:

a.    Haggs Lane:  the Clerk reported that Wadworths has put in wooden posts and rails at The Lamb end of the footpath, together with a new gate into the car park, and this matches the work carried out by Geoff Potter.  Wadworths also apparently intends to build a short retaining wall from the new gate alongside the bank of soil.  
WCC has removed the barrier from The Paddock end of the footpath.  A delivery of road planings is awaited for the surface of the path at The Paddock end and the path will then be suitable for wheel-chair users.  Concern was expressed over the lack of a barrier between the upper level of The Lamb car park and the footpath.  The Clerk will ask WCC what the safety requirement is in such a situation.
County Cllr Jerry Willmott will be thanked for his assistance in expediting this matter.                     Clerk
b.    Ash Tree by the Pond:  Cllr Cannon reported that she had informed Simon Turner, Arboricultural Officer at KDC, that the safety work had been carried out to the tree. Two quotations have now been received for further maintenance work and these will be passed to Amenities for consideration. 
c.   Installation of water hydrant by the pond:  Cllr Thomas reported that the water hydrant had now been installed by the pond.  Unfortunately it is in the road not in the grass verge as originally requested, so cones will have to be in place when the standpipe is in use.  Cllr Thomas also reported that a standpipe will have to be hired from Wessex Water when required.
CAP Committee:

d.    Bier House:  Cllr Read reported that the roof of the Bier House has now been repaired.  KDC has approved a grant of £3209 for further works to the Bier House.  This work will involve re-pointing where necessary, replacement of guttering and painting.  Quotations are being obtained.            
e.   Allotments:  Cllr Read reported that the new gate had been fitted to the Allotments Field and thanks had been extended to the Allotments Association for organising and fitting this new gate.

f.   Playing Field:  Investigations are in hand to discover whether Planning permission is required for the proposed new ball wall at the Playing Field.  Cllr Read reported that a decision is still awaited on the lease/maintenance arrangements with WCC for the Playing Field.  Agreement has been reached with John Price of County Hall that the Parish Council will have responsibility for 42.5% of the area, although an invoice has been received for two months rent at the original cost.  Payment is being withheld until a decision can be reached.          







        JR/Clerk
Consultation & Unitary Authority

g.   Proposed School Merger:  Cllr Newell reported that WCC, with the support of the School Governors, has decided not to continue with the proposed amalgamation of Urchfont and Upavon Schools.

h.   Parish Elections 2009 or 2013:  to ratify recommendation from WALC Executive Committee that Parish Councils fall in line with County elections in 2013.  It was agreed that this recommendation would be accepted by the Parish Council.

i.  Sustainable Communities Act 2007:  to discuss Citizens Panels outlined within the Act.

Cllr Newell explained that a whole raft of matters were proposed by Government, of which this Act was one element, including community empowerment, delegation of responsibility, and possible transfer of land and facilities.  

If Councils wish to ‘opt in’ to the Act, it is important that they do so when invited by the Government in October, otherwise their community will be excluded from the process.  The National Association of Local Councils is pressing for Parish Councils to be members of the Citizens Panels outlined within the Act.
Cllrs Masterson & Newell had a useful meeting with Richard Munro of WCC recently, and confirmed the Parish Council’s interest in delegation around the street scene as a useful starting point. 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would write, lending its support to the County Council to adopt the Act in October and the setting up of citizen panels.  





    Clerk
Planning Committee:

j.  Planning Policy:  Cllr Mitchell explained the 2 tier system of notes for applicants and for neighbours/ consultees.  A modified version of the forms has been drawn up for smaller applications.  The Planning Committee will be updating the Planning Policy in due course.
Highways Working Party:

k.   Highways matters:   Cllr Donlon informed the meeting that there is apparently no funding for the work planned at the Lydeway junction, so this is in abeyance.

The Clerk was asked to remind Highways that white lines are needed at the lay-by next to Farmer’s Field.  Dist.Cllr Willmott will be asked to assist in progressing this matter.



    Clerk
Cllr Dutton has arranged for questionnaires to be distributed around Wedhampton regarding safety aspects at the junction of High Street Wedhampton, and the A342.

7.8.09.  External Meetings:  to receive reports on any external meetings attended by Councillors.
Cllr Batt attended the Parish Liaison Day at Westdown Camp.  He found this extremely interesting. 
  7.8.10. Correspondence received since previous PC meeting:  the attached Appendix of correspondence received was accepted.  

  7.8.11.   To receive Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda.

  a.   Emergency Parish Exercise:  this is arranged for Monday 27 October 2008 at Veranda House.  

b.  BT cover at top of School Lane:  a damaged cover that was allowing in surface water, was reported to B.T.

c.  Cutting Edge TV Programme has made contact regarding a follow up to The Triangle.
d.  Bird Scarer:  complaints have been received regarding a bird scarer which operates from 5.00am.  Environmental Health has spoken to the farmer in question and informed him of the National Farmers’ Union Code of Conduct and the guidelines contained therein.  A copy of the Code will be sent to him. 
It appears that the bird scarer will only be in use for another week
e.  Salisbury Plain Training Area:  A major exercise is planned for 25 July which may cause some disturbance.

  7.8.12.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 10 September 2008.
   Signed: …………………………………………….     Date: …………………………………..
	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED SINCE PREVIOUS P.C. MEETING

	15.5.08
	Police Authority
	Appointment of independent members
	Admin

	17.5.08
	Devizes & District Link
	Thanks for community grant
	Admin

	17.5.08
	CPRE
	Annual Report & AGM 6.6.08
	Admin

	19.5.08
	Salisbury Plain Training Area
	News letter for June 2008
	Notice boards

	21.5.08
	Vitalise
	Thanks for community grant
	Admin

	23.5.08
	Victim Support
	Thanks for community grant
	Admin

	23.5.08
	WCC Highways
	Jobs completed by Parish Steward
	Admin

	23.5.08
	KDC
	Posters for Recycle week 2008
	Notice boards

	24.5.06
	Urchfont Scarecrow Committee
	Distribution of grants from Scarecrow weekend
	Admin

	25.5.08
	KDC - Streetscene Services
	Open evening 23.6.08
	circulated to all members

	25.5.08
	Wilts Criminal Justice Board
	Winter newsletter 2007/08
	JM, PN, CC, JB

	26.5.08
	Scarecrow Committee
	Donations received to F.Field, Pond, Allotments & 'News & Views'
	Admin

	29.5.08
	SLCC
	Seminar 9/10 July
	Admin

	30.5.08
	Wessex Water
	Preparing costing for hydrant by pond
	JM, RT

	30.5.08
	G.Halliday
	Completion of internal audit
	Admin

	30.5.08
	Glasdon
	Latest products for Local Councils
	Admin

	30.5.08
	Science Museum Library/Archives
	Welcome to the Science Museum/Library at Wroughton, Swindon.
	circulated to all members and News & Views

	31.5.08
	WCC
	Parish Newsletter - June 2008
	circulated to all members

	31.5.08
	B & M Dunlop, Wedhampton
	Requesting closure of southern entrance to Wedhampton
	sent to Wedhampton Cllrs for consultation

	31.5.08
	CPRE
	Fieldwork - June newsletter
	JM

	31.5.08
	M.Lav/East & Urchfont Link
	Thanks for community grant
	Admin

	31.5.08
	SLCC
	Branch meeting 11.7.08
	Admin

	4.6.08
	Tennis Club
	Payment of Annual rent
	Admin

	4.6.08
	WCC
	Parish Steward Programme - Summer 2008
	circulated to all members

	4.6.08
	KDC
	Update of Register of Electors
	Admin

	4.6.08
	KDC
	Community Cleansing Grant received
	Admin

	5.6.08
	Henry Aldridge & Son
	Opportunities for fund raising for charity
	Passed to V.Hall & Church

	5.6.08
	Kennet Economic Partnership
	Encouraging economic growth in the district
	Redhorn magazine

	5.6.08
	Gt.Western Ambulance Service
	Support for Wiltshire Air Ambulance
	circulated to all members

	6.6.08
	Wilts. Assn. Local Councils
	Confirmation of ID No. & logo for Quality Status
	Admin

	 
	 
	 
	 

	7.6.08
	Rt.Hon Michael Ancram
	Support for Wiltshire Air Ambulance
	circulated to all members

	7.6.08
	Salisbury Plain Training Area
	News letter for July 2008
	circulated to all members

	11.6.08
	Divisional Police Headquarters
	Changes in organisation & structure of new County Division
	circulated to all members

	12.6.08
	WCC
	Parish Elections in Wiltshire
	circulated to all members

	13.6.08
	Wilts. Assn. Local Councils
	Response to enquiry regarding Citizen Panels -Sustainable Communities Act 2007
	PN & JM

	13.6.08
	WALC
	News sheet for June  2008
	circulated to all members

	14.6.08
	KDC - Press release
	Street cleaning services
	circulated to all members

	18.6.08
	WCC
	Decision not to move forward with the proposal to combine Urchfont & Upavon Schools
	circulated to all members

	19.6.08
	WWT
	Info required on potential grants for climate friendly projects
	PN

	19.6.08
	WWT
	Link to Energy Awareness Course
	PN

	20.6.08
	WCC Rights of Way - e-mail
	Update on progress with opening up Haggs Lane for wheelchair access
	circulated to all members

	22.6.08
	WCC Rights of Way
	Involving Rights of Way group with above work
	all members & RoW

	25.6.08
	WCC
	Community Leadership & Governance
	circulated to all members

	25.6.08
	N.Wessex Downs AONB
	Funding for Parish & Community Groups
	circulated to all members & 'News & Views'

	25.6.08
	Local Works
	Guide to the Sustainable Communities Act
	circulated to all members

	25.6.08
	Cultures South West
	Invitation to Bell Ringers to join ringing-in of London as Olympics host. 24/8/08
	circulated to all members

	26.6.08
	CPRE
	Countryside Voice - Summer 2008
	Admin

	28.6.08
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	Magazine for July 2008
	Admin

	28.6.08
	Society Local Council Clerks
	Conference in Reading 17-19 October
	Admin

	28.6.08
	Glasdon
	Recycling & Seating collection
	Admin

	28.6.08
	Plainwatch
	Volume 1, Issue  1 - Summer 2008
	circulated to all members


