MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL
held 19 November 2008 at Urchfont Manor
Present:  Councillors Cannon (Chairman), Batt, Donlon, Dutton, Mitchell, Myers,

Newell, Read, Stephens, Thomas, Dist. Cllr Jonathon Seed and the Clerk



Public Participation:  there were no members of the public present.

11.8.01.  Apologies:  to receive apologies, to approve reasons for absence and to sign the Attendance Register.   Apologies had been received from Cllr Masterson and County Cllr Jerry Willmott. 

11.8.02.  Declaration of Interests:  to declare any personal/prejudicial interests in agenda items –

Cllr Newell declared an interest in item 6.h.iv – application for grant for Redhone Community Trust.
11.8.03.   To approve minutes of the previous meeting of the Council:
The minutes of the meeting of 10.09.08 were signed as a correct record.  

11.8.04.   Matters Arising from the minutes – none. 

11.8.05.   Finance.
a.     Accounts:  the financial statement as at 31.10.08.  Appendix I. was received.

b.     Cheques signed September & October and S/O’s listed below were accepted:
	 
	 
	 
	Net of Vat
	Vat
	Total
	Committee

	 
	 
	 
	£
	£
	£
	 

	01.09.08
	Mazars external audit
	1045
	285.00
	49.88
	334.88
	Chairmen's

	01.09.08
	Post Office. 100 stamps
	1046
	27.00
	 
	27.00
	Chairmen's

	10.09.08
	WCC. Hire of mtg room 2/7 16/7 30/7 6/8
	1047
	40.00
	 
	40.00
	Chairmen's

	11.09.08
	WCC. Rent Playing Field to March 09
	1048
	241.99
	 
	241.99
	CAP

	17.09.08
	Linpac. 5 rubbish bins for Parish
	1049
	50.00
	
	
	CAP

	
	
	
	601.00
	113.93
	764.93
	Amenities

	30.09.08
	M.Goddard. Fee for September 08.
	SO
	451.00
	78.93
	529.93
	Chairmen's

	30.09.08
	M.Whitehead. Salary for September 08
	SO
	443.62
	 
	443.62
	Chairmen's

	01.10.08
	SummersBros. Skips July/September 08
	1050
	210.00
	 
	210.00
	Amenities

	01.10.08
	WCC.Hire of meeting.room 10/9/08
	1051
	10.00
	 
	10.00
	Chairmen's

	08.10.08
	Viking. 5 reams coloured paper
	1052
	34.45
	6.03
	40.48
	Chairmen's

	08.10.08
	WCC. Hire of meeting room 27/8/08
	1053
	10.00
	 
	10.00
	Chairmen's

	10.10.08
	Springfords. print News/Views October 08
	1054
	360.00
	 
	360.00
	Communications

	08.10.08
	Plusnet. Broadband/line rental July/Sep.08
	1055
	91.15
	 
	91.15
	Chairmen's

	21.10.08
	J.O.Donnell. Communal manure for allotments
	1056
	20.00
	 
	20.00
	CAP

	21.10.08
	CPRE. Subs for 2009
	1057
	28.00
	 
	28.00
	Chairmen's

	25.10.08
	RoSPA Inspection play equipment
	1058
	72.00
	12.60
	84.60
	CAP

	31.10.08
	M.Goddard. Fee for October 08.
	SO
	451.00
	78.93
	529.93
	Chairmen's

	31.10.08
	M.Whitehead. Salary for October 08
	SO
	443.62
	 
	443.62
	Chairmen's


11.8.06    Reports from Committees & Working Parties 

Amenities Committee:
a.   Highways working party - Junction of A342 and High Street, Wedhampton.  Following a further accident at this junction, the P.C. has written to County Cllr Jerry Willmott asking him to use his influence with WCC to make the junction, entry only into Wedhampton.  An article has also appeared in The Gazette & Herald which has given more publicity to this matter.  The suggestion that the P.C. should fund a Traffic Regulation Order will be discussed further.
 b.   Highways working party – Cllr Read reported that the grant application he had made for Highway works at Back Street/ The Green had been refused.

CAP Committee:

c.    Cemetery:  recommendation to increase cemetery charges by 5% in January 2009 was ratified.
d.    Cemetery:  roofing, re-pointing, painting and repairs to guttering & down-pipes now complete. 

       Prices are being obtained for a new notice-board.

e.    Allotments:  nothing to report

f.    Playing Field:  the meeting with school was postponed and is now scheduled for 28.11.08.

       A grant of £4,000 has been approved by KDC towards the cost of a ball wall and quotations will now be obtained.

g.   Tennis Club:  recommendation to increase rent from £200 to £220 for 2009/10 was ratified.

Chairmen’s Committee:  

h.   Internal Auditor:  it was noted that the Internal Auditor has given notice that this will be the last year that she will be able to undertake the Internal Audit for the Parish Council.  It was agreed that advertisements should be placed in ‘News & Views’ and Redhorn News.
i.   Budget & Precept:  the following recommendations from Chairmen’s Committee on the 2009-10 budget and precept were received. 
The Chairmen’s Committee has considered its own expenditure requirements and consolidated this with the other committee expenditure requests into a draft budget for the next financial year.  This draft budget gives rise to a precept for 2009-10 at the same level as the precept for 2008-09.  Given the current financial situation and rising costs in other areas of household budgets it seems right and proper to hold the council’s requirement at current levels.

The precept demand needs to be placed with KDC in January 2009, whilst the final budget for the Parish Council needs to be in place by the end of our financial year.  We would like to take the opportunity to review the current structure of the budget and its cost centres as part of finalising the budget.  This will not affect the total budget of the council but may affect the distribution of funds between committees and cost centres.


The Parish Council unanimously approved the recommendation that the Council Precept for 2009-10 shall be held at the 2008-09 level and there shall be no increase.  The full Council also agreed that the final budget for 2009-10 shall be presented for ratification at the meeting of 18 March 2009.

j.   Community Grants -  after discussion it was agreed that the following community grants would be included in the precept for 2009-10:

          (i)  Urchfont Village Hall Management Committee.   A grant of £2,300 for provision of hearing loop in the main hall to benefit those hard of hearing (£1,500) and extra tables and chairs for the new conference room (£800).  The P.C. had hoped that the new chairs would be more comfortable than those currently in use.  Grant approved with one abstention.
          (ii)  Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust.  A grant of £60 which will fully secure one home with equipment/fittings.   Approved.   

          (iii) Vitalise.   A grant of £368 which is 25% of the cost of the 4 weeks holiday provided for 3 Urchfont residents during the current year.  Approved.
          (iv) Redhone Community Trust.   A grant of £500 towards feasibility studies for renewable energy schemes and in particular a hydro generation scheme for the community. Grant approved with one abstention and Cllr Newell not voting as he had declared interest.
k.   Dates for full Council and Committee meetings for 2009 - the following dates for meetings to be held in the new Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall and to commence at 7.30pm. were agreed:
Meetings of the Full Parish Council.   11 February,  18 March,  20 May (AGM),  15 July,
16 September  &  18 November 

The Cemetery, Allotments and Playing Fields (CAP) Committee.  
                                                           4 March,  3 June,  2 September  &  2 December

The Amenities Committee.                  4 February,  6 May,  5 August  &  4 November

The Communications Committee.     18 February,  29 April,  29 July  &  28 October     

The Chairmen’s Committee.               25 February,  24 June  &  21 October 

Highways Committee.                         1 July  &  7 October

Planning Committee.     Meetings to be held as and when required.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING:  This meeting will be held on Friday 8 May 2009 in the main hall of Urchfont Village Hall at 7.30pm.

l.   Climate Friendly Community working party:  

(i)  Road shows – it was reported that two of the three road shows currently being held at community shop have taken place.  They have been very successful, resulting in 56 enquiries.  The Energy Day is planned for 14.2.09. and suppliers of renewable energy are being invited to take part.

(ii)  Street Lighting -  Consultations have taken place with the Fire Brigade and Police regarding switching certain lights in the Parish to part-night lighting, and they have no objection to this taking place.  Amenities will be asked to take this matter forward.

Communications Committee:  
m.   The working Party is hoping to organise an Open Day - provisionally arranged for Saturday 23 May 2009.  Exhibitors would include outside bodies such as WCC, the Police, Sarsen Housing, Farmers, etc. It is hoped that different bodies would bring in more people.  After discussion it was agreed, in principle, that the Open Day would be a good way to promote the Parish Council.

Consultation Committee & Unitary Authority:  
n.  Cllr Newell attended a meeting of the new Wiltshire Assembly on 3.10.08. where new strategic partnerships were discussed and the Sustainable Communities Act.

Cllrs Masterson & Newell also attended a further liaison meeting with WCC.  This was in the form of a teach-in for County Council services, including budgets, etc.  Cllr Newell high-lighted the following:  The County Council was pressed for a timetable for the transfer of assets.  It appeared likely to be 2009 for most parishes concerned.  Area Boards are of crucial importance and Parish Councils need to be strongly represented.  In some delegated services, some Parish Councils may be able to work together.  The P.C. Chairman planned to pursue this on his return from holiday.
Cllr Newell also announced that our Ward Member – Jonathon Seed is regretfully moving to a different Ward.  Jonathon Seed also regretted this move.  He has enjoyed being involved with such an active Parish Council as Urchfont.  Dist.Cllr Seed went on to say that it is unfortunate that the Devizes area is not a Pilot for Area Boards and is therefore suffering as a result.  Certain meetings of Devizes Community Area Forum (DCAF) have been cancelled by County Council.  The Deputy Leader of the County Council will be explaining transition procedures and Parishes and other stakeholders will be represented on the Area Boards and will have their own budgets. 
Dist.Cllr Seed also stated that Kennet District Council will finish on 31.03.09.  4 June 2009 is the likely date for elections to the new Wiltshire Council.  This will leave an interim period of April and May where e.g. in planning matters, householders will have no democratic representation. 

Dist.Cllr Seed was thanked for his continued support for Urchfont Parish.
Planning Committee:  
o.  It was reported that the Appeal into the proposed extension at Little Thatch had been rejected following the Inspector’s site visit on 10 November.  The Parish Council welcomed this decision.
11.8.07.  External Meetings:  to receive reports on any external meetings attended by Councillors.

Cllr Batt attended a meeting of Devizes Community Area Planning Partnership (DCAPP) but the Devizes Community Area Forum meeting (DCAF) had been cancelled.
  11.8.08. Correspondence received since previous PC meeting:  the attached Appendix of correspondence received was accepted.  
  Cllr Newell reported that the letter received from Land Registry on 3.10.08 regarding Pond Green, was a follow up to his enquiry to see if it was possible for the P.C. to claim ownership of Pond Green.  The only way this could happen would be for the pond and green to be fenced off for 12/13 years, which is not a practical possibility.
  11.8.09.   To receive Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda.

a.   Emergency Planning Exercise:  a report on the parish exercise held on 27 October 2008 was received.  It was very helpful that the Chairman of the Village Hall Committee had been present at the exercise as it was centred around an event in the village hall.   These exercises are always very valuable and Cllr Cannon was thanked for her hospitality.  It was agreed that the Emergency Planning working party should meet again in the near future.  It was hoped those members who had not participated would attend the next exercise.
b.  Temporary Advertising:  concern was expressed over the temporary advertising signs around the Parish.  This will be discussed at the planning committee meeting to be held on 26 November.

c.  Light by the Pond:  Jonathon Seed offered to talk to Frank Marshall at KDC with a view to Kennet funding an ornamental post and heritage style lantern by the pond.

d.  Charity Clothes Collection:  The P.C. has been informed that there will be a charity clothes collection at Top Green on Wednesday 21 January at 3.00pm organised by Urchfont School’s Parent Association.

e.  Seat at junction of Manor Close/Blackboard Lane:  a request has been made for a seat at this junction for passengers waiting for the bus.  This will be referred to Amenities Committee.

f.  Haggs Lane:  a parishioner has requested lighting on the recently improved Haggs Lane footpath.  

    This will be referred to Amenities, but it was felt there was no justification for extra lighting on this footpath.

  11.8.10.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 11 February 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall.

   Signed: …………………………………………….     Date: …………………………………..
	  CORRESPONDENCE AND E-MAILS RECEIVED SINCE PREVIOUS P.C. MEETING

	01.09.08
	Salisbury Plain Training Area
	News sheet for September 2008
	notice boards

	02.09.08
	Communities & Local Government
	Consultation on making and enforcement of byelaws
	PN

	02.09.08
	WCC
	Parish steward programme for Autumn 2008
	circulated to all members

	02.09.08
	WCC
	Parish newsletter - September 2008
	circulated to all members

	02.09.08
	Society Local Council Clerks
	Magazine - September 2008
	Admin

	03.09.08
	Community First
	Sustain the Plain grant funding
	PN

	08.09.08
	WWT
	Advice on eco builders
	PN

	08.09.08
	WCC
	Sustainable Communities Act
	circulated to all members

	08.09.08
	WCC
	Unitary Councillor Launch Day
	circulated to all members

	08.09.08
	KDC - Press release
	Locations for new build
	circulated to all members

	08.09.08
	WWT
	Tree warden scheme event invitation
	circulated to all members

	08.09.08
	WCC
	Choice based lettings
	more info requested

	09.09.08
	Two Four Broadcasting
	Update on Triangle story
	circulated to all members

	09.09.08
	Planning Portal
	Update on planning legislation
	circulated to all members

	10.09.08
	WCC
	Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2008/12
	more copies requested

	11.09.08
	WCC
	Highways matters discussed at site meeting
	circulated to all members

	11.09.08
	WCC
	Acknowledging letter re Wedhampton Junction
	Admin

	12.09.08
	CPRE
	Fieldwork magazine - September 08
	Admin

	12.09.09
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	Magazine - September 2008
	Admin

	12.09.08
	KDC
	Planning portal
	circulated to all members

	12.09.08
	Community First
	AGM 8 October 2008
	circulated to all members

	13.09.08
	Wilts Fire & Rescue
	Annual Plan 2008 & customer charter
	Admin

	20.09.08
	WALC
	Newsletter for September 2008 + AGM 16 Oct
	circulated to all members

	22.09.08
	Charities Information Bureau
	Funding information
	PN

	22.09.08
	Wilts Fire & Rescue
	Home Safety checks
	circulated to all members

	26.09.08
	The Standards Board
	Town & Parish Standard September 2008
	circulated to all members

	26.09.08
	Salisbury Plain Training Area
	News sheet for October 2008
	circulated to all members

	26.09.08
	Wilts Music Centre
	Annual review 2007/08
	Admin

	26.09.08
	WWT
	World Changers update & Love your Planet Day
	PN

	29.9.08
	WWT
	Speakers for meetings
	PN

	29.9.08
	SLCC
	Regional conference 4.12.08
	Admin

	01.10.08
	Public Catalogue Foundation
	Research into publicly owned paintings in Wilts
	Referred to Urchfont Manor

	01.10.08
	WCC
	Parish Steward comments slip
	Admin

	01.10.08
	Wilts Fire & Rescue
	Comments on consultation re street lighting
	Admin

	01.10.08
	WWT
	World changers update
	PN

	03.10.08
	WCC
	Parish newsletter - October 2008
	circulated to all members

	03.10.08
	Land Registry
	Ownership of Pond Green, Urchfont
	 

	03.10.08
	WCC
	Terms Ref & composition of Standards Cttee
	circulated to all members

	09.10.08
	KDC
	Parish Precepts for 99/10 required by 9.1.09
	JM & Admin

	09.10.08
	P.Cook
	Info on how to save phone boxes
	Refer to Amenities

	10.10.08
	WCC
	Delays on transfer of assets – playing field
	JM, JR

	11.10.08
	WCC
	Acknowledgment of highways letter
	Admin

	11.10.08
	Nationwide Bldg Society
	Migration of former Portman accounts
	PN, Admin

	12.10.08
	Shaws
	SLCC Bookshop, forms & records
	Admin

	18.10.08
	CPRE
	Anti-litter campaign - more details to follow
	JM

	19.10.08
	KDC
	Grant of £4,000 approved for building Ball Wall
	CAP

	19.10.08
	KDC
	Grant towards footpath repairs refused
	Highways WP

	20.10.08
	M.Charlesworth
	Condition of road in High Street, Urchfont
	Highways WP

	20.10.08
	Wilts Assn of Local Councils
	Newsletter for October 08 & Annual Report
	circulated to all members

	22.10.08
	WWT
	Green issues
	PN

	25.10.08
	E.Greed
	Request for extra seating in Parish
	Amenities

	25.10.08
	Sarsen Housing Association
	Annual Report for 2007/08
	Admin

	25.10.08
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	Local Council Update Sept/Oct 2008
	JM, PN

	25.10.08
	HQ Salisbury Plain
	News sheet for November 2008
	circulated to all members

	25.10.08
	Citizens Advice Bureau
	Notice of AGM 13.11.08
	 

	30.10.08
	WWT
	Website contacts for green issues
	PN

	30.10.08
	SCRAP Climate Changers
	Website for plastic bags
	PN

	30.10.08
	Wilts Assn Local Councils
	Questionnaire for Unitary Councils
	JM, PN

	30.10.08
	Communities & Local Government
	Consultation document on Codes of Conduct
	PN

	31.10.08
	Gt Western Ambulance Service
	Newsletter - Autumn 2008
	Admin

	03.11.08
	Society Local Council Clerks
	Survey on membership of the Society
	Admin

	03.11.08
	S & C Slatter Ltd
	Play & landscape installation
	CAP

	03.11.08
	KDC
	Refuse & recycling over Christmas and New Year 
	notice boards

	03.11.08
	WCC - Play Development Advisor
	Vision for Play in Wiltshire
	requested electronic copy

	05.11.08
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	Local Councils Update November 2008
	JM, PN

	05.11.08
	County Cllr J Willmott
	Response to safety of Wedhampton junction
	circulated to all members

	05.11.08
	CPRE
	Magazine - Autumn 2008
	Admin

	07.11.08
	Community First
	Training session on Involving Young People
	circulated to all members

	07.11.08
	Wiltshire Police
	Response to consultation on street lights
	circulated to all members

	08.11.08
	WCC
	Leaflets on driving safely in adverse weather
	notice boards

	08.11.08
	WCC
	Parish newsletter for November 2008
	circulated to all members

	08.11.08
	Society Local Council Clerks
	Journal for November 2008
	Admin

	08.11.08
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	newsletter for November 2008
	Admin


