MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL
held 18 November 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Councillors Masterson (Chairman), Batt, Donlon, Holt,
 Myers, Newell, Read, Stephens, County Cllr Lionel Grundy & the Clerk
In the absence of Vice-Chairman Cllr Nicky Mitchell, Cllr Peter Newell took the chair for the first part of the meeting.
 
Public Participation:  5 members of the public were present, including Nina Marsh, Community Policing Officer.  There have been several incidents of attempted and actual break-ins in Urchfont recently and it is feared that the village is being targeted.  Nina reported that the burglaries fit the profile of a nationwide gang which is looking at rural properties that are hidden from view.  They are generally taking small items which can be easily concealed.  Cold-callers have also been reported around the parish and the police came out last week giving advice to householders.  The police should be contacted if cold-callers turn up as this may prevent pressure being put on vulnerable people.  Police will check ID on the spot.  It is also important to report any out-of-place vehicles driving around, together with their registration number.  

A member of the public was concerned that people could be discouraged from reporting matters in person as they now have to go to Melksham or Marlborough, although apparently scheduled appointments can be made in Devizes.  County Cllr Grundy thought it ridiculous that there was no manned police station in Devizes.    He suggested this could be an Agenda item for the Area Board – Devizes is a significant market town and Marlborough police station has been re-opened for public access.
Colin Whitehead was thanked for the helpful notes he provides from Neighbourhood Watch.  The Parish Council should consider its role on crime prevention in conjunction with Neighbourhood Watch and notices could be put in the parish magazines.

Nina was thanked for attending the Parish Council meeting and for the supply of leaflets and brochures she had brought which give advice and contact details.
Cllr Jon Masterson declared an interest in Item 5 on the Agenda and left the room.  

The meeting then opened.

11.9.01.  Apologies:  to receive apologies, to approve reasons for absence and to sign the Attendance Register.   Apologies received from Cllrs Dutton, Mitchell & Thomas, and from Alun Richards, head teacher at Urchfont School.
11.9.02.   Declaration of Interests:  to declare any personal/prejudicial interests in agenda items.  

Cllr Masterson had declared an interest in Item 5.

11.9.03.   To approve minutes of the previous meeting of the Council:  the minutes of the meeting of 16 September 2009 were signed as a correct record.  
11.9.04.   Matters Arising from the minutes:   

a.   09.9.07  c(i) – Voting Guidelines and 

      09.9.07 c(iii)  Publication Scheme:  it was confirmed that both policy proposals will be presented to full Parish Council based on recommendations from standing committee.
11.9.05.  Church Lane, Urchfont:  Cllr Stephens reported that the Parish Council’s Highways Committee had presented a questionnaire to all occupiers of properties that border on Church Lane.  There had been an almost 100% return of these questionnaires.  Results were as follows:

8 required a sign with CHURCH LANE (including the Village Hall who said they did not think a sign was required but provided wording should the majority want a sign).


6 wanted CUL DE SAC.   3 wanted ACCESS only.   2 wanted PRIVATE ROAD, NO TURNING 

      AND NO PARKING.   
 FOOTPATH ONLY was a possible wording from 1 person.

Cllr Stephens has also received confirmation that County Highways would not want to provide a sign in view of the un-adopted status of the road.  

It has also been confirmed in conversation with a solicitor that there are no rights to park on un-adopted roads and that all bordering properties are responsible for the road to the middle of the road.  Church Lane is currently maintained by the council as a footpath.  The Village Hall has agreed to unofficial parking in their car park for the Church, with pedestrian access to Church Lane.

It was agreed that the occupiers of the lane should decide between themselves what they want to do regarding parking.  All properties would have to be involved in this discussion and the Parish Council should not get involved in private arrangements. 

Cllr Stephens proposed that a Highways sign should be recommended to the residents, with the wording CHURCH LANE   CUL DE SAC and UN-ADOPTED ROAD.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr Myers with all members in favour with the exception of Cllr Batt who abstained.
It was proposed by Cllr Read that the subject of funding for the road sign should be referred back to the residents for them to come to a mutual decision regarding costs involved and how they might contribute towards these costs.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr Batt and agreed unanimously.

Richard Hawkins was thanked for his work in conducting the survey of residents/occupiers of Church Lane.  
Cllr Masterson then returned to the meeting and took the Chair, thanking Cllr Newell.
11.9.06.  Finance.

a.    Accounts:  the financial statement as at 31.10.09 was presented and this was accepted.  Appendix I.
b.    Budget:  the Budget requirements for 2010/11 and attached notes were studied, and it was proposed by Cllr Donlon, seconded by Cllr Stephens and unanimously agreed that this budget should be accepted.  

       The recommendation to keep the Precept at the same figure of £26,260 as in the previous 2 years, was agreed and it was proposed by Cllr Read, seconded by Cllr Newell and agreed unanimously that this be accepted.  Appendix II.

11.9.07    Reports from Committees & Working Parties 
a.  Amenities Committee:

(i)  Adoption/sponsorship of red phone box in Urchfont High Street – to note that Amenities Committee recommends consulting with residents via ‘News & Views’ on whether the phone box should be adopted or sponsored by the Parish Council.

(ii)  Christmas lights – to note that a working party proposes to meet on Saturday 12 December at 10.00am to put the Christmas lights around Urchfont pond.  Volunteers welcomed.  Thanks to John & Carole Snook for giving permission for the lights to go behind the pond.

(iii)  Haggs Lane, Urchfont – to note that Mr & Mrs Potter have decided not to go ahead with the offer of transfer of ownership of Haggs Lane to Urchfont Parish Council in view of the cost that would be incurred by the Parish Council in legal fees and in future maintenance costs.

(iv)   New Duck House – it was proposed by Cllr Newell, seconded by Cllr Read that approval be given for the immediate purchase of a new duck house and to make a contribution of £400 available (£100 from scarecrows and £300 in advance from budget for 2010/11).  This was agreed unanimously.
b.  CAP Committee:
(i)     Playing Field – the Annual RoSPA safety check has been carried out on equipment at the Playing Field.  There are 3 or 4 minor issues which the CAP committee will deal with.
(ii)   Youth of Urchfont – the YoU project of the BMX track in the Playing Field is attracting funding and the group would like to look at increasing the area for the track up to the field gate into Crookwood Lane.  The ground is being surveyed at present and discussions will take place with neighbours.  Proposals will be brought to the next CAP meeting.

c.  Chairmen’s Committee:
(i)   Payroll Bureau – the following quotations have been obtained for the use of a Payroll Bureau:

          
  National Payroll - £102.90 (not VAT registered) this includes processing P35/P14/P60

            PPS Chartered Accountant - £96 (inclusive of VAT) including year-end documentation and pay-slips

 
      Pay Plus - £132 + Vat includes processing P35/P14/P60.
After discussion it was proposed by Cllr Newell, seconded by Cllr Myers and agreed unanimously that PPS Chartered Accountant (Paul Papworth-Smith – the Internal Auditor) should be asked to carry out this service.
(ii)   Replacement for Clerk –advertising for a new clerk is continuing and members are requested to make suggestions on who might make a suitable replacement to the clerk.

(iii)  Meeting dates 2010 -  the attached list of dates for Full Council and Standing Committee meetings in 2010 was ratified.  Appendix III.

(iv)  Climate Friendly working party – 10/10 Campaign:  Cllr Newell reported that the Climate Friendly working party had entered the Green Heroes National competition and had been short-listed as having carried out sustainable climate friendly work for a long period.  The Guardian Newspaper had also been carrying out interviews with the Working Party.  
The working party has not found any significant ways in which the carbon footprint of the Parish Council or its contractor could be reduced, other than encouraging people to walk to meetings or to car share.  Wiltshire Council will be signing up to the 10.10 Campaign.  It was proposed by Cllr Newell, seconded by Cllr Batt and carried, with the abstention of Cllr Read, that the Parish Council should sign up to the Campaign.  Members of the community will also be encouraged to sign as individuals.    
d.   Consultation Committee:  nothing to report. 
e.   Highways Committee:  
(i)  Church Lane, Urchfont – to note that this has been dealt with as a separate agenda item.

(ii)  Back Street, Urchfont & other highways – to note that Back Street from The Orchard to The Lamb has been re-surfaced and repairs made to pavement and kerbing.  Nominations for major repairs in other parts of the parish have been made by County but it is all down to funding being available.  The Wedhampton roads are in poor condition.  It is felt that the Parish Council’s policy of working with County Highways is beginning to pay off and Highways Committee was congratulated on its efforts in getting work done and contacts made.  

(iii)  Part-night Lighting Assessment – a letter from Mouchel dated 4.11.09 has been received regarding the switch to part-night lighting in the Parish.  Wiltshire Council is taking climate change seriously and this pilot scheme would meet the pledge of 10% reduction in 2010 in the parish. 

The switch to part-night lighting will be carried out at no cost to the Parish Council.  Four old columns in The Croft would be replaced and residents are assured that there will not be any changes where residents have specifically asked for lights to remain on.  The switch-off would not affect the B3098 or through roads in Urchfont.  Lights would be switched off between 12.00 midnight and 5.30am leaving some lights on in all roads.  The Police and Fire Brigade are happy with the arrangement but would monitor any changes in crime.  It was proposed by Cllr Newell, seconded by Cllr Batt and agreed unanimously that the Parish Council should ask Wiltshire Council to go ahead with this scheme.  
(iv)  Urchfont Gateway signs -  to approve change in design from metal signs to Gateway signs and to ratify recommendation that quotations should be sought for ‘Urchfont’ Gateway signs at the three entrances to Urchfont.  Scarecrow Committee is looking at whether it would be happy to transfer funding from metal signs to wooden Gateway signs, which would have the effect of road calming at the bottom of Crooks Lane, by Urchfont Manor and on the ‘S’ bend in Crookwood Lane before the school.  The logo of deer and ‘Urchfont’ would remain the same.  Highways have to approve the signs and a licensed road contractor would have to be employed.  It was proposed by Cllr Myers, seconded by Cllr Read and carried unanimously that the Parish Council should proceed with this.
(v)  Hard-standing at bus stop on B3098 opposite The Paddock, Urchfont - the recommendation that hard standing should be provided at the bus stop on B3098 opposite The Paddock, Urchfont was proposed by Cllr Donlon, seconded by Cllr Holt and carried unanimously.  The clerk will apply for a S96 Licence to have this work carried out and quotations will be sought.   
(vi)  Wedhampton High Street / Junction A342.  It was recommended that the Parish Council should approach the Devizes Area Board with a request for these ‘No Exit’ signs to be approved.  County Cllr Grundy recommended Cllr Stephens should speak to Jonathan Gale.

f.  Planning Committee:   
(i)   Urchfont Manor - County Cllr Jonathon Seed, Chairman of Governors of Urchfont Manor, will attend the Planning Committee meeting of 25 November to give a presentation on the new Conference Centre planned at Urchfont Manor.
11.9.08.  External Meetings:  external meetings attended by Councillors - none.
  11.9.09.  Correspondence and e-mails received since previous PC meeting:  the attached Appendix of correspondence received was accepted.

  11.9.10.   To receive Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda:
(i)   County Cllr Grundy reported that he had attended a Cabinet meeting that day where Departmental Heads had been asked to make 5% savings across the board.
(ii)  The new Chief Executive for Wiltshire has been appointed.  He is Andrew Kerr, currently Chief Executive at N.Tyneside Unitary Council and he will be taking up his appointment in early February 2010.

(iii)  Cllr Batt was concerned that planning applications were still being received for conservatories when planning permission was not needed, so causing unnecessary expense for applicants.  A 6 month review consultation document has recently been completed and this was one of the facts pointed out.

(iv)  Cllr Mitchell has information on community defibrillators and will present this information to the next Chairmen’s Committee Meeting. 

(v)  Cllr Masterson reported that the Flood Prevention working party had recently met with Paul Bollen and Danny Everett from County Highways.  They have carried out a lot of investigative work in The Bottom, cleaned out drains, mapped the area and put cameras down.  They have also looked at other parts of the Parish.  Changes have occurred to the drainage in The Bottom, in particular since Foxley Fields was built, and County Highways are looking at solutions, possibly the re-routing of drainage to increase capacity.  The records are now available from KDC.  Emergency planning actions – the advice on flooding needs updating.  The Urchfont Flood Group is starting to be recognised as an official Flood Prevention Group.  Accuracy of information is vital as incorrect records can cause implications with insurance and sale of properties.
(v)  Cllr Jon Masterson, Chairman of the Parish Council, has regretfully tendered his resignation from the Parish Council with immediate effect.  He feels that his other commitments and demands on his time preclude him from doing the quality of job that he would wish and the Council deserves.  Cllr Masterson was thanked for having chaired the Parish Council so successfully for the last 18 months.
11.9.11.   Date of next meeting – Wednesday 20 January 2010 at 7.30pm in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall.

   Signed: …………………………………………….     Date: …………………………………..
