MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL

held 16 September 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall

Present:  Councillors Masterson (Chairman), Batt, Donlon, Dutton, Holt,

 Myers, Newell, Read, Stephens, Thomas & the Clerk

In the absence of Vice-Chairman Cllr N Mitchell, Cllr P Newell took the chair for the first part of the meeting.
 

Public Participation:  12 members of the public were present including Nina Marsh, Community Policing Officer.  Nina was pleased to report that there had been no new reports of problems in the Parish and the last reported offence was the vandalism to village signs.  This had appeared to be a bout of vandalism carried on through 4 villages.  The CPOs are able to spend more time getting out onto the streets fulfilling a role that police officers did not have sufficient time for.  She stressed the importance of reports being made.  Various initiatives could be put in place regarding speeding, etc. provided the CPOs are informed of the problem.   Illegal parking of vehicles in the bus lay-by at Lydeway was discussed.  Regular reports are sent from the Parish Council to Highways reporting these offences.

Church Lane, Urchfont -  members of the public had attended the meeting to put across their views on the recent signage in Church Lane as follows:

· It was felt that cars should be able to park in Church Lane to access the church. 

· Visitors had been upset by the notices put on cars and one had written comments in the church visitors’ book.

· A representative from the Village Hall Management Committee stated that it was under discussion for the access to be re-opened between the village hall car park and the steps up to Church path.  This could provide a potential solution to the problem.

· The legal definition of a private road was questioned.  

· Concerns were expressed over vehicles having to reverse back out of Church Lane if they were unable to turn around.

· Residents’ drives have suffered from vehicles trying to turn around.

· It was questioned whether the Council’s dustcarts would drive down a private road to collect rubbish.

· Elderly residents have been upset over the aggressive way in which the matter was dealt with.

· Deliveries must be made to houses on the lane but the lane should not be used excessively by others.

A letter from the Scarecrow Committee had been circulated prior to the meeting and a second letter from Paul Bancroft was read out to the meeting.

Jon Masterson made the following statement:

Regarding the letter from the Scarecrow Committee and comments made by other parishioners, the residents of Church Lane regretted if visitors had been upset by the signs and notes on cars.  These actions cannot be condoned and they would not expect them to be repeated, but unhelpful behaviour and vandalism to the sign is also unacceptable. 

For the past 50 years the residents have maintained Church Lane through their own expense and efforts.  Visitors are most welcome to enjoy the lane.  Residents do not wish to antagonize or upset but consideration should be given to those who live in the lane and maintain it.  Problems included damage to surfaces, verges, hedges and instances of bad and multiple parking that would stop emergency vehicles reaching vulnerable residents.

It was confirmed that there is no intention to restrict use of the lane during the Scarecrow Festival.

Independent confirmation of the status of the lane has been received from Wiltshire Council’s Rights of Way and from Highways.  The term ‘private road’ is the same as ‘unadopted road’, which means it is not adopted by the County Council, is not on the list of adopted roads and is not maintained by them at public expense.  Church Lane fits this criteria.

A footpath runs along the lane and there is no conflict with this as footpaths and private roads can run together.  On Wiltshire Council’s Definitive Map and Statement this is shown as footpath 40 and is a footpath not a bridleway or a byway.  No width is specified and it is maintained as a footpath by Wiltshire Council.  W.C. confirms there is no public right of way other than for pedestrians.  Residents have private rights established by the residents and it is understood that Wiltshire Council’s dustcarts will pick up on private roads if there is reasonable access.

The residents are talking to W.C. Highways regarding signing the lane as a footpath with no vehicular access and the residents own sign will be removed.

Jon Masterson thanked the Village Hall Management Committee for considering re-opening up an entrance into their carpark for use by visitors to the church.  More formal arrangements will go forward to manage the lane and to consider all aspects.

Yvonne Morris then added that she was deeply saddened by the height of the feeling around the village.  It was regrettable that things had happened in an impassioned moment.  It is hoped that the residents of Church Lane can move forward in harmony with the rest of the village.

Cllr Jon Masterson had declared an interest in Item 3 on the Agenda and left the room.  

The meeting then opened.

09.9.01.  Apologies:  to receive apologies, to approve reasons for absence and to sign the Attendance Register.   Apologies received from Cllr Mitchell & County Cllr Grundy.

09.9.02.  Declaration of Interests:  to declare any personal/prejudicial interests in agenda items.  

Cllr Masterson had declared an interest in Item 3 and Cllrs Stephens and Holt declared an interest in item 7.b.ii. the siting of sheds on allotment gardens.

09.9.03.  Church Lane, Urchfont:  to decide whether the recent developments concerning signage in Church Lane, Urchfont, are a matter for discussion by the Parish Council.  In view of the letter from the Scarecrow Festival Committee, the extent of local concerns and the fact that Church Lane is a public right of way, members felt it was appropriate for the Parish Council to consider this matter.

The Chairman suggested that the key issue was to find a practical solution to the problem, recognising that residents in the lane have grounds for concern regarding vehicles parking and/or turning without, in some cases, due care.  One of the positive outcomes is that it has forced the Parish Council to clarify the status of the lane (and possibly other private roads in the Parish).  The four key issues to consider are the legal status of the lane, maintenance responsibility, access & parking which is the main concern of local residents, and the image of the village to visitors.  

Regarding legal status and maintenance, information had been circulated to members giving details on ‘private roads’.  There was a proposal that residents should be asked to establish ownership of the lane by making a claim for ownership to Land Registry, but this proposal was not seconded. 

Members accepted the statement from Wiltshire Council giving the exact status regarding Church Lane:

· Church Lane is recorded on the working copy of the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way as a public footpath (Urchfont 40).

· Church Lane is not recorded as vehicular highway maintainable at the public expense.  It is not owned by Wiltshire Council.  They do not hold records that indicate private land ownership.  Land Registry does not have details of the land having been registered.

· Church Lane is not on the list of adopted roads and W.C. does not hold a list of unadopted roads.

· There is no public right to use motorised vehicles on Church Lane though private vehicular rights may exist, which they apparently do.

Wiltshire Council confirmed that Church Lane was classified as a footpath and because it has a tarmac surface it is inspected on a 6 month frequency and the latest inspection identified some pot holes which would be filled.

The Parish Council welcomes the proposal under discussion by the Village Hall Management Committee to re-open an access from the village hall car park into Church Lane and the Parish Council will write to the Village Hall Committee to support the proposal.  There was also a suggestion that a small lay-by might be provided by the steps into the church path and members agreed with the principle of this.  This would have to be done in a sensitive manner and with the agreement of residents of Church Lane.  Temporary licences could also be granted by Church Lane residents for use of the lane, including lay-by, for those needing this for events such as funerals, weddings, etc.

Cllr Read proposed that residents should be asked to decide how they want to move forward in the light of the suggestions and present this to the Parish Council, with more information on ownership and vehicular access.  The Parish Council needs to be clear about what residents require.

Cllr Holt added that the proposal should also state that it is hopeful that the Village Hall Management Committee would look favourably on the question of use of their car park and the Parish Council would help residents to get appropriate signage from Wiltshire Council.  Cllr Dutton seconded the proposal and this was agreed unanimously.  A view is requested from the property owners by 9 October so the item can be discussed at the next meeting of the Parish Council’s Highways Committee on 14 October 2009.

The outcome of Cllr Masterson’s research and Wiltshire Council’s advice will be attached to the definitive map record held by the Clerk.  Parking guidelines should be produced for organisers of large events, including funerals and weddings and information will be obtained regarding the status of other private and unadopted roads in the Parish.

It was agreed that these matters and any other practical suggestions would be passed to the Parish Council’s Highways Committee to follow up.  The bad publicity for the village is regretted and it is important that a statement should be put in both magazines explaining the position.  The Parish Council is pleased that there is a suggestion to form a property owners association, to include possibly the church and village hall.  The whole status of unadopted roads in the Parish is a matter for concern. 

Cllr Masterson then returned to the meeting and took the Chair.

09.9.04.   to approve Minutes of the previous meeting of the Council held on 15.7.09 and the extra-ordinary full council meeting held on 5.8.09.  (copies of the draft minutes had been circulated in advance of the meeting).  The minutes of both meetings were signed as a correct record.  

09.9.05.   Matters Arising from the minutes:  none.

09.9.06.  Finance.

a.   Accounts:  the financial statement as at 31.08.09 was presented and this was accepted.  Appendix I.

09.9.07    Reports from Committees & Working Parties 

a.  Amenities Committee:  nothing to report.

b.  CAP Committee:

 i.    Cemetery – the report on Cemetery Management training day attended by the Clerk was received and the updated Cemetery Regulations were ratified, Appendix II, with the proviso that the CAP Committee should add another point stating that Funeral Directors and Memorial Masons would be expected to follow legal requirements and Best Practice in force at the time. 





      JR/Clerk

 It was confirmed that the large area of the cemetery where most burials take place is the area consecrated by the Church of England.  The smaller area of graves and cremations is unconsecrated ground as consecrations can take place there at the time of the burial/interment. 

It was agreed that a fire proof cabinet should be provided for storage of parish documents.            JM/Clerk

ii.   Allotments – the agreement between the Parish Council and the Allotment Association over use of the Bier House for storage was ratified.  The agreement between the Parish Council and the Allotment Association for sheds on individual allotment gardens will be brought forward to the next full council meeting.  Both of these documents will be subject to ratification by the Allotment Association at their AGM in January 2010.

 iii.  Playing Field –Terms of Reference are in the process of being drawn up between the Parish Council and Urchfont Tennis Club.

iv.  Youth Group – The Youth of Urchfont group is starting fortnightly youth club meetings shortly.  All volunteers will be CRB vetted and this will be financed by YoU.  It is hoped that a representative from YoU will be co-opted onto the CAP committee.

c.  Chairmen’s Committee:

(i)  Voting Guidelines - the proposal that, as is the custom, the chairman would not normally cast a vote unless the voting numbers were tied, was ratified and Standing Orders will be amended accordingly.

(ii)  Assistant to Parish Clerk – the proposal that Sandra Johnston should be appointed as Assistant to the Parish Clerk was ratified.

(iii)  Publication scheme – the proposal that revised Parish Council Publication Scheme should be approved was ratified and will be published on the notice boards.   Appendix III.

d.   Consultation Committee:  nothing to report. 

e.   Highways Committee:

      (i)   Bench seats – to note that bench seats have been installed at the junction of Manor Close / Blackboard Lane and the junction of Walnut Close / B3098.  Purchase of the bench seats and the cost of installation has generously been funded by the Scarecrow Festival 2009, the Urchfont Bus Committee and Urchfont Parish Trust.  

      (ii)  Lay-by adjacent to Lydeway Garage – it was reported that ‘for-sale’ cars are regularly parked in the lay-by.  It is an offence to park 2 or more vehicles for sale on the highway, and all cases should be reported to County Highways.

f.  Planning Committee:   nothing to report.

09.9.09.  External Meetings:  to receive reports on any external meetings attended by Councillors.

Cllr Batt reported that he had attended a meeting of the Community Area Partnership (CAP)

  09.9.10. Correspondence and e-mails received since previous PC meeting:  the attached Appendix of correspondence received was accepted and the following items highlighted:

· Letter of 26.7.09 from Wiltshire Council states that Top Green had apparently not been entered on the register as a Village Green so there had been no formal record of this.  They confirm that this matter has now been set right.

· Second letter of 26.7.09 from Wiltshire Council clarifies that land adjacent to Redhorn Hill is not Common Land as had previously been suggested.  

· Cllr Batt reported that he had responded to the 2 consultation documents received.

  09.9.11.   To receive Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda:

a.  Village Hall signs.  Cllr Thomas reported that there was a lack of signage in Urchfont to the village hall.  This will be passed to Highways Committee.

b.  First Aid Training.  Cllr Read asked if the Parish Council might consider organising first aid courses in the parish for anyone interested to attend.  Amenities Committee will be asked to take this matter up.

c.  Power of Well-Being.  The Clerk reported that an article had appeared in Wiltshire Association of Local Council’s September newsletter stating that Urchfont Parish Council had become the first local council in Wiltshire to meet the criteria to use the Power of Well-Being and had resolved its eligibility to do so.

d.  Service of Dedication.  The Clerk reported that a Service of Dedication for the new Wiltshire Council and Local Communities was to be held in Salisbury Cathedral on Sunday 11 October at 3.00pm.  Urchfont can send 4 representatives and any members interested in attending should contact the clerk. 

e.  Advert for new Clerk.  Cllr Masterson reported that an advertisement would be appearing in the parish magazines announcing the forthcoming vacancy for a clerk.  

f.  Postmistress.  Cllr Masterson reported that several applications had been received for the forthcoming vacancy for a post-mistress.  The Post Office would be interviewing candidates.

09.9.12.   Date of next meeting – Wednesday 18 November 2009 at 7.30pm in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall.

   Signed: …………………………………………….     Date: …………………………………..

