MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL
held 11 February 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Councillors Masterson (Chairman), Batt, Donlon, Dutton, Myers,

Newell, Read, Stephens, Thomas, Dist. Cllr Jonathon Seed and the Clerk



Public Participation:  there were one member of the public present.
Dist.Cllr Seed informed the meeting that this would be the last Parish Council meeting he will attend as Ward Member, but he would continue to serve on the Regulatory Committee until June.  He was thanked for all his help over the last few years.

02.9.01.  Apologies:  to receive apologies, to approve reasons for absence and to sign the Attendance Register.   Apologies had been received from Cllrs Cannon & Mitchell and County Cllr Jerry Willmott.

02.9.02.  Declaration of Interests:  to declare any personal/prejudicial interests in agenda items – none.
02.9.03.   To approve minutes of the previous meeting of the Council:  The minutes of the meeting of 19.11.08 were signed as a correct record.  

02.9.04.   Matters Arising from the minutes:

11.8.06(a)   Highways – Junction of A342 and High Street, Wedhampton – it was reported that a further incident had occurred at this dangerous junction involving several vehicles.  Amenities Committee will be taking this matter forward. 

02.9.05.   Finance.
a.     Accounts:  the financial statement as at end of quarter dated 31.12.08 was received.  Appendix I.

b.     Cheques signed November/December/January and S/O’s listed below were accepted:

	 
	 
	 
	Net of Vat
	Vat
	Total
	Committee

	 
	 
	 
	£
	£
	£
	 

	05.11.08
	Toner Giant. 2 toner cartridges
	1059
	24.14
	3.88
	28.02
	Chairmen's

	05.11.08
	Dell.inc. Extra memory for laptop
	1060
	33.85
	5.92
	39.77
	Chairmen's

	11.11.08
	I.Pocock. Chipper/operator
	1061
	80.00
	14.00
	94.00
	Amenities

	11.11.08
	M.Whitehead. annual salary award backdated to 1.4.08
	1062
	75.94
	 
	75.94
	Chairmen's

	19.11.08
	M.Goddard. Extra grass cutting in Play Field
	1063
	350.00
	61.25
	411.25
	CAP

	24.11.08
	WCC. Hire of meeting room 8/10/08
	1064
	10.00
	 
	10.00
	Chairmen's

	24.11.08
	T.Hill. Maintenance of notice boards
	1065
	90.00
	 
	90.00
	Amenities

	24.11.08
	T.Hill. Maintenance to Bier House
	1066
	268.43
	 
	268.43
	CAP

	24.11.08
	SocietyLocalCouncilClerks. Subs for 2009
	1067
	94.00
	 
	94.00
	Chairmen's

	30.11.08
	M.Whitehead. Salary for Nov.08
	SO
	454.46
	 
	454.46
	Chairmen's

	30.11.08
	M.Goddard. Fee for Nov.08
	SO
	451.00
	78.93
	529.93
	Chairmen's

	08.12.08
	Scats. Feed for ducks May-Nov.08
	1068
	84.90
	 
	84.90
	Amenities

	08.12.08
	HMSO. White Paper. 2 copies ‘Communities in Control’
	1069
	66.90
	 
	66.90
	Chairmen's

	08.12.08
	I.Pocock. Chipper/operator
	1070
	50.00
	8.75
	58.75
	Amenities

	08.12.08
	Summers Bros. Skips Oct/Dec.08
	1071
	210.00
	 
	210.00
	Amenities

	08.12.08
	Newspace  Allot Insurance for 2009
	1072
	59.50
	 
	59.50
	CAP

	18.12.08
	The Lamb. Prize for CFC Programme 
	1073
	20.00
	 
	20.00
	Climate Friendly

	18.12.08
	WCC. Hire of meeting room 1/10/08
	1074
	10.00
	 
	10.00
	Chairmen's

	29.12.08
	M.Goddard. Hedge FarmersField + path
	1075
	315.00
	47.25
	362.25
	Amenities

	30.12.08
	M.Whitehead. Salary for Dec.08
	SO
	454.46
	
	454.46
	Chairmen's

	31.12.08
	M.Goddard. Fee for Dec.08
	SO
	451.00
	78.93
	529.93
	Chairmen's

	12.01.09
	Springfords. Printing News/Views.Dec.08
	1076
	360.00
	 
	360.00
	Communications

	12.01.09
	WCC.Hire of meeting.room 21/10.12/11/08
	1077
	20.00
	 
	20.00
	Chairmen's

	12.01.09
	Stationery Cupboard. Copy paper
	1078
	15.22
	2.28
	17.50
	Chairmen's

	22.01.09
	Wessex Water. Allots.7/08-1/09
	1079
	25.72
	
	25.72
	CAP

	22.01.09
	Refreshments for Allotments AGM
	1079
	5.00
	 
	5.00
	CAP

	22.01.09
	Plusnet. Broadband/line rental Oct-Dec08
	1080
	76.96
	12.84
	89.80
	Chairmen's

	21.01.09
	WCC.Hire of meeting room 19/26Nov.08
	1081
	20.00
	
	20.00
	Chairmen's

	31.01.09
	M.Whitehead. Salary for Jan.09
	SO
	454.46
	 
	454.46
	Chairmen's

	31.01.09
	M.Goddard. Fee for Jan 09
	SO
	451.00
	67.65
	518.65
	Chairmen's


02.9.06    Reports from Committees & Working Parties 

Amenities Committee:
a.   Commando Socket:  it was noted that a new ‘Heritage’ style post & lantern has been installed by the pond with a Commando Socket for use with Christmas lights.  Enquiries will be made to see if the Commando Socket would be able to provide electricity for fridges/freezers during the Scarecrow Festival.  Thanks to KDC for providing the post and lantern.









Clerk
It was agreed that as street lights around the parish need replacing, then Heritage lanterns would be considered.  The Parish Council would have to fund these.

b.   Recycling Bins at The Croft – it was noted that recycling bins and all signs have now been removed from The Croft and smaller recycling bins re-located at The Lamb.  It was agreed that this facility would be advertised in News & Views.










Clerk

c.   Re-organisation of Amenities Committee:  the recommendation that Amenities Committee should be re-structured at the AGM and that Highways Working Party should become a Standing Committee with responsibility for the street-scape of the Parish was agreed unanimously.
d.  Highways working party:  Cllr Stephens reported that he had accompanied the Parish Steward around the Parish recently.  They had looked at the poor state of the High Street/Back Street and Top Green.  They also went down The Bottom and looked at the areas where flooding problems had been experienced before Christmas.  There are serious concerns over the health hazards to drivers and pedestrians in all areas of the Parish and pressure will continue to be applied to the County Council.  It was reported that Highways had visited Wedhampton and taken photographs of the state of the roads.
CAP Committee:

e.    Cemetery:  it was noted that a grant of £3,207 had been received from KDC for work to the Bier House.  A working party was arranged for Saturday 4 April at 10.00am at the Cemetery.

A request has been received for a flat memorial to be laid on an existing grave, rather than a standing memorial.  Under current regulations the wording and quality of print should be of a certain standard and it was felt that a flat memorial on a grave should be the same size as a standing stone, and should be inset into the turf for mowing over.  This will be discussed further at the next CAP meeting.

           f.    Allotments:  to note that the Allotment Association’s AGM was held on 21 January 2009.  The AGM reports that there is a short waiting list for allotments.  There are requests for small sheds on some on the allotments and there had been some concern over the siting of a new fence at the rear of one of the bungalows on the allotment boundary with The Croft, which was defined last year.  This has now been checked and is in order.  Notes from the Allotments Association’s AGM will be discussed at the next CAP meeting, prior to circulating to all members.


g.   Playing Field:  the Memorandum of Understanding provisionally agreed between Urchfont School and Urchfont Parish Council at a meeting at the school on 28 November 2008, was ratified by full Council and can now be signed by the Parish Council.  Urchfont School will also sign copies of the Memorandum.

Ball Wall – Dist.Cllr Seed was thanked for putting forward the P.C. for a grant to cover the cost of building a new ball wall.   J & M Bodman will be building the wall in early March at a cost of £2,750.  It was agreed that a Structural Engineer would be contacted to approve the design.
Chairmen’s Committee:  

h.   Climate Friendly Community working party:  Cllr Newell reported that the Energy Day planned for 14.2.09 will have fourteen exhibitors, covering energy efficiency and renewable energy, and there will be four workshops throughout the day. Thanks were expressed to KDC for its support, and in particular to Pete Nobes of KDC.

i. Redhone Community Trust:  it was reported that the draft wind energy report had been received.
Communications Committee:  nothing to  report. 
Consultation Committee & Unitary Authority:  
j.   Consultation Documents:  it was reported that Wiltshire Council is reviewing procedures and  policies, including the Area Handbook and Draft Scoping Report, and the Parish Council is receiving many documents for consultation.  There are concerns that Wiltshire Council is not following the Wiltshire Compact which all councils in Wiltshire have signed up to and which allows for twelve weeks for consultation documents.
It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Keith Robinson complaining of the short time-scale presently being allowed for consultation.   Dist.Cllr Seed will raise this matter at the next Scrutiny Committee meeting.   Clerk

k.   Unitary Authority:   delegation of services – Richard Munro of WCC has advised that service managers need to be in post before delegation of services can take place.  Pilot Parish Councils are needed and there was a suggestion that Urchfont Parish could be a pilot on streetscape.  A Parish and Town Council Liaison Officer will be appointed to facilitate communications with Parish Councils.
l.   Sustainable Communities Act:  the Panel of representatives of local organisations had now been established but it was not clear what process would be followed to obtain suggestions from Parish Councils for changes in policy and practice by Government.  It was suggested that the Parish Council might put forward two suggestions – development of a Compact between the Wiltshire Council and the Parish Council regarding highways and street scene with legally binding commitments on both parties;   also there is a requirement for local authorities to produce a strategic policy to address climate change in their area in partnership with others.  The Parish Council should submit suggestions on a corporate basis. 

Planning Committee:   nothing for decision or report.
02.9.07.  External Meetings:  to receive reports on any external meetings attended by Councillors.

a.  Cllr Batt attended a meeting of Devizes Community Area Planning Partnership (DCAPP).  It appears that DCAPP is being run by external services at present.

b.  Cllrs Read & Batt attended a meeting organised by Community First for Young People in the Community.  The meeting covered various projects, including setting up youth councils, and proved to be most interesting.  Details of these meetings have been circulated to other members of the community who might have an interest in this.

  02.9.08. Correspondence and e-mails received since previous PC meeting:  the attached Appendix II of correspondence received was accepted.  
  02.9.09.   To receive Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda.

a.   Dog Fouling – this problem seems to be on the increase.  Refer to Amenities.

b.  Street Light in The Orchard – now repaired and stable.

c.   Bus signs at Lydeway – the bus stop sign has been moved into the lay-by on the Devizes bound route, but there is no sign in the lay-by adjacent to the garage.  Refer to Amenities.
d.  Devizes Taxis – Cllr Batt reported that Devizes Taxis runs a ‘bus’ service in the area, including to and from Pewsey station and there is no charge for those with bus passes.  This will be publicised in News & Views.

e.  Flooding in The Bottom – three houses were affected by flooding before Christmas.  The Parish Council has no specific powers but has worked with KDC and Highways to understand the problem.
Residents of The Bottom have prepared a report and with help from Dist.Cllr Seed, the Parish Council would like to set up a Flood Prevention working party to look at all areas of the Parish and identify the areas that have problems.  This working party will report to the Chairmen’s Committee.  The Flood Prevention working party will include residents from The Bottom.  This will be discussed at the Amenities meeting on 18 February.

A representative from KDC, Dist.Cllrs Seed & Grundy, and County Cllr Willmott also hope to attend the Amenities meeting.  Dist.Cllr Seed reported that Government grants can be accessed from the Environment Agency to provide flood protection for houses.  Any evidence from the past of flood reports would be helpful.  The Clerk will look through files in her possession.  







Clerk KDC must also have records of work carried out when Foxley Fields was built.

  02.9.10.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 18 March 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall.  It was noted that representatives from the Neighbourhood Policing Team will attend for open discussion before the Parish Council meeting.
   Signed: …………………………………………….     Date: …………………………………..
	CORRESPONDENCE AND E-MAILS RECEIVED SINCE PREVIOUS P.C. MEETING             Appendix II


	10.11.08
	Smart & Cook Group Ltd
	Notifying purchase of Newspace . Allots.Insurance
	Admin

	10.11.08
	CPRE
	Litter & fly-tipping campaign
	Amenities

	11.11.08
	WCC
	Report on Wiltshire Assembly Conference
	circulated to all members

	13.11.08
	KDC
	Press contacts for Energy Day
	PN

	13.11.08
	WWT
	Looking for vision for the future
	PN

	15.11.08
	WCC Highways
	Update on Wedhampton junction
	circulated to all members

	15.11.08
	Boundary Cttee for England
	Electoral Review - final recommendations
	JM, PN

	15.11.08
	WCC
	Electoral arrangements for the new Council
	circulated to all members

	15.11.08
	HQ Salisbury Plain
	Newsletter for December 2008 & Plainwatch
	circulated to all members

	17.11.08
	Kennet Carers
	Carers Rights Day 2008
	Parish magazine

	19.11.08
	Allianz Co. Uk
	Information on cover for Skate Park Equipment
	JR

	20.11.08
	KDC
	Decorative post & lantern by pond
	circulated to all members

	20.11.08
	CPRE
	Fieldwork magazine for December 2008
	Admin

	26.11.08
	WCC
	Goods & services with the new Council
	circulated to all members

	28.11.08
	Information Commissioner's Office
	Freedom of Information.- obligation to disclose information
	circulated to all members

	28.11.08
	WCC
	Copy of Urchfont Pond Green entry in Register
	PN

	29.11.08
	KDC
	Kennet Housing Land Supply Statement
	circulated to all members

	29.11.08
	WCC
	Distribution of temporary Traffic Order details
	Admin

	29.11.08
	Newspace
	Renewal of Allotment Assn Insurance 1.1.09
	Allotment Assn

	1.12.08
	Wilts Criminal Justice Board
	Newsletter for November 2008
	Admin

	1..12.08
	WCC
	Winter well-being booklet for older people
	Community Shop

	5.12.08
	WCC
	New Parish improvement grants for 2009
	circulated to all members

	5.12.08
	Community First
	Magazine for Winter 2008
	Admin

	5.12.08
	HM Revenue & Customs
	Employer annual return due by 19.5.09
	Admin

	6.12.08
	KDC
	Removal of skips at Croft - recommending refusal
	JM

	6.12.08
	CPRE
	Half yearly newsletter 2008
	circulated to all members

	8.12.08
	WCC
	Standards Committee - becoming a member
	JM, PN

	8.12.08
	Mrs Gibbs
	Request for bus stop hard standing at The Paddock
	Amenities

	8.12.08
	Citizens Advice Bureau
	Annual Report 07/08
	Admin

	10.12.08
	J & M Bodman
	Reply re application for new storage building
	circulated to all members

	10.12.08
	WCC
	Inspection of Lydeway to move bus stop sign
	Amenities

	10.12.08
	WCC
	Parish Steward Programme for winter 2009
	JM, AS

	10.12.08
	KDC
	Christmas Refuse & Recycling services
	notice boards

	16.12.08
	Wilts Electoral Services
	Electoral Register as at 1.12.08
	Admin

	18.12.08
	KDC
	Licensing Act 2003 - Consultation document
	Consultation Cttee

	19.12.08
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	Local Councils Update for December 2008
	JM, PN

	19.12.08
	WCC
	Emergency Planning Newsletter - December 08
	circulated to all members

	19.12.08
	Callaway Grass Maintenance
	Offering free estimates for grounds maintenance
	Admin

	19.12.08
	HQ Salisbury Plain
	Newsletter for January 2009
	circulated to all members

	20.12.08
	Comms & Local Gov.
	Communities in Control - Consultation document
	Consultation Cttee

	22.12.08
	WCC
	Cost of installing bus pole and sign
	Amenities

	24.12.08
	KDC
	Gambling Act Statements of Principle consultation
	Consultation Cttee

	24.12.08
	KDC
	Sex Establishments. Misc.Prov.Act. - consult doc
	Consultation Cttee

	24.12.08
	WWT
	Vision for Wiltshire competition
	PN

	24.12.08
	WCC
	Tree Warden Launch
	circulated to all members

	27.12.08
	WCC
	Delegation of Services
	circulated to all members

	27.12.08
	KDC - Regulatory Committee
	Agenda for 8.1.09 - Knights Leaze Farm
	Planning

	31.12.08
	Rt.Hon Sara Morrison
	Response to clear overhanging trees at Redhorn
	Admin

	
	
	
	

	

	03.01.09
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	January newsletter & Guide/Yearbook
	 

	03.01.09
	Sarsen Housing
	Assistance to remove skips from The Croft
	JM, Amenities

	03.01.09
	WCC
	Newsletter for January + Area Board update
	circulated to all members

	06.01.09
	Business in the Community
	Newsletter for January 
	PN

	06.01.09
	KDC
	Removal of recycling skips from The Croft
	JM, Amenities

	07.01.09
	WWT
	Wilts World Changers Insurance
	PN

	08.01.09
	Mayday. Worldchangers
	Newsletter for January 2009
	PN

	09.01.09
	WWT
	World Changers talk by Michael Ancram
	circulated to all members

	09.01.09
	Wilts Electoral Services
	Update to electoral register
	Admin

	09.01.09
	WCC
	Upgrade of bus stops at Lydeway & The Paddock
	Amenities

	10.01.09
	WWT
	Talk by M.Ancram on 23.1.09
	circulated to all members

	12.01.09
	WCC
	Sustainable Communities Act - Local Panel mtg
	circulated to all members

	12.01.09
	CPRE
	Half-Yearly newsletter 2008
	circulated to all members

	12.01.09
	KDC
	Meetings to discuss new planning procedures
	circulated to all members

	12.01.09
	WCC
	Area Boards - Devizes now on board
	JM

	12.01.09
	WCC
	Guidelines for providing bus refuge
	Amenities

	14.01.09
	Community First
	Discounted insurance rates for Parish Councils
	Admin

	14.01.09
	Wilts Wood Recycling
	Confirming they are attending Energy Day
	PN

	14.01.09
	Community First
	First News - Winter 2008
	Admin

	15.01.09
	Mike Henson
	Advertising Parish Websites
	Communications

	15.01.09
	WCC
	Area Board Handbook attached
	circulated to all members

	15.01.09
	Neighbourhood PoliceTeams
	Improving contact with community
	JM

	15.01.09
	KDC
	Information on National Flood Forum
	JM, AS

	15.01.09
	Prince's Mayday Network
	Request to report back on progress with CFC
	PN

	16.01.09
	Spelthorne B.C.
	CFC project
	PN

	16.01.09
	Wilts Fire & Rescue
	Community Information Day on 19.2.09
	circulated to all members

	16.01.09
	Energy Institute
	Memorial lecture & lunch
	PN

	16.01.09
	WWT
	Greener Living Roadshow
	PN

	16.01.09
	SLCC
	Return  of Clerk's CiLCA Portfolio
	Admin

	19.01.09
	WCC
	Consultation on Sustainability Scoping Report
	Consultation Cttee

	20.01.09
	WWT
	Invitation to climate change workshop in Exeter
	PN

	20.01.09
	David Rear
	Tisbury Local Food Day
	PN

	20.01.09
	KDC
	Environment Agency & flood assistance
	JM

	22.01.09
	HQ Salisbury Plain
	Newsletter for February 2009
	circulated to all members

	22.01.09
	Newspace
	Insurance Policy for Allotment Holders received
	Admin

	22.01.09
	WCC
	No spare grit bins to hold sandbags
	JM, AS

	22.01.09
	WWT
	Notice of one-way traffic for Sarsen Trail 3.5.09
	circulated to all members

	22.01.09
	HQ Salisbury Plain
	Notice of Military Exercise
	notice boards

	22.01.09
	Rural Services Network
	Introduction of Community Group
	chairmen

	f22.01.09
	WCC
	Handbook for Area boards
	Consultation Cttee

	22.01.09
	N.Wessex Downs AONB
	Grant applications for Leader programme
	JM, PN

	26.01.09
	WWT
	Advertising world changer events
	PN

	27.01.09
	Community First
	Youth Involvement training event
	circulated to all members

	27.01.09
	Environment Agency
	Flood Risk Management calendar 2009
	Admin

	27.01.09
	KDC
	Confirming removal of Recycling skips from Croft
	JM, Amenities

	27.01.09
	Keith Bills
	Confirming attendance at Energy Day
	PN

	29.01.09
	Living River
	Newsletter for Winter 2009
	Admin

	29.01.09
	Rural Services Community
	Weekly rural focust digest
	circulated to all members

	29.01.09
	Climate Friendly Bradford
	Workshop on 28.2.09
	PN

	02.02.09
	CPRE
	Best Kept Village Competition 2009
	Amenities

	02.02.09
	KDC News Release
	Snow & ice affect waste collection
	Circulated to all members

	02.02.09
	KDC 
	Warnings severe weather could cause problems
	circulated to all members

	03.02.09
	Society Local Council Clerks
	First Branch newsletter
	circulated to all members


