Minutes of the Meeting of the Consultation Committee of Urchfont Parish Council

held on 2 March 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Newell (Chairman), Batt, Myers, Read and the Clerk
Public participation – none   
1.  Apologies:   Cllr Masterson

2.  Declarations of Interest:   none
3.  Minutes of the consultation meeting held on 6 May 2008 were signed as an accurate record.
4.  Matters Arising from the Minutes:  it was noted that Upavon School is in the process of closing.
5.  Documents for discussion:  The Chairman had prepared notes on these papers which had been circulated in advance of the meeting and he was thanked for doing so.
a. Wiltshire Council’s Sustainability Appraisal Draft Scoping Report
The following points were discussed:

(i) The Parish Council is concerned over the lack of time allowed for consultation documents and has contacted Keith Robinson of WCC, pointing out that the Wiltshire Compact signed by all councils in Wiltshire has agreed to a 12 week consultation period.  The Clerk has received a reply from Mr Robinson assuring the P.C. that he will follow up any specific cases.  
(ii) The document lists all relevant issues which need to be addressed, some of which have far reaching and radical implications, without making any attempt at prioritizing these.

(iii) Section 1.5 sets out key principles and priorities and raises fundamental questions about the implications economically, socially and environmentally of the concept of sustainability in terms of, eg. Our current economic model, climate change, local communities and diminishing resources especially non renewables, and increasing population.

(iv) Table 3.1. Section 10 – Parish Plans are not mentioned.

(v) Table 5.1.  Section 2.3 - it would be useful to see a reference to lower densities of development often being more appropriate in rural communities, especially in Conservation Areas and Areas of Minimum Change.  

Section 2.6 – manufacturers should be encouraged to generate less packaging and plastics should ideally only be produced in Nos.1-3 for recycling.

Section 4.2 – public transport is not always practical in rural counties.  County has to work within Government restraints and policies.
Section 9.2/3 – the balance between State provision and private and community provision is probably an issue we will need to address increasingly in the future.

Section 10.5/6 – the issue of local governance, citizenship and local involvement is now part of the Quality PC requirements and needs to be addressed by the P.C.
Section 13 – there is nothing to encourage small businesses in rural areas

(vi) Table 6.1.  Biodiversity(1) – the reference to ancient woodland should be extended to semi-ancient woodland.
Waste Management (3) – this needs to be elaborated – what is meant by waste.  The black-box doorstep collection should be extended to include cardboard and plastic.

Air quality & Environmental Pollution (6) – it would be useful for the contribution of local communities to be mentioned.

Landscapes (9) – no mention of Village Design Statements.

Inclusive Communities (12) – needs more elaboration.
b.  Wiltshire Council’s Area Boards’ Handbook
The following points were raised:

(i) It is felt that the document is far too long and wordy.

(ii) The tasks set for the Area Boards are far too wide ranging and prohibitive for many of those who might serve.  In effect the role of the Boards would appear to incorporate all the services of the Wiltshire Council – a Cabinet in miniature, with a small number of unitary Council members having voting rights.  It is suggested that the role needs to be more focused if the Boards are to attract non-voting members of calibre and commitment. 

(iii) It is not clear what the distinctive role of the Area Boards and the Community Area Partnerships is, especially as there is considerable overlap of role, membership and/or attendance.

(iv) There are varying references to ‘sustainable’ and ‘resilient’ communities.  It would be helpful to have some clarification of these terms.  There is also confusion regarding what is meant by ‘community’ – sometimes this refers to area communities and sometimes local, ie village or Parish communities.  

(v) It is surprising to see that some Area Boards will cover more than one community area, which would appear to undermine the principle that each Board represents and reflects its Community area.

(vi)  Clarification is needed over the chairmanship of the Boards.

(vii) It is suggested that Area Boards should have a role in determining the use of S.106 monies but normally these are for the benefit of the local community and Parish/Town Councils should normally have the lead role in these decisions.

(viii) It is felt there would be better attendance at meetings if they were held in the evenings.

General comment – Ways of Working para 100-132 describes dynamic, vibrant and pro-active Area Boards, but this document is a fudge with very few specifics on areas of control, responsibility and financial clout.

Too few voting members will also vote at County level.  There are no votes for local representatives and this would appear to be a wholly undemocratic process to which we are entering.
5.  Matters for report:

a.  Parish Council involvement in the Area Board will be added to the Parish Council’s Work Programme.
There were no further matters for report.

                  Signed:  ………………………………………..      Date:  ………………………………
