  
MINUTES of the Meeting of the Consultation Committee 
of Urchfont Parish Council held on 5 April 2006 
Present:  Cllr Byford (Chairman); Cllrs Batt, Cragg & Newell and the Clerk. 
1.      No Apologies received.
2.      Public Participation: None.
3.      Minutes of the meeting held on 30 June 2004 were signed as an accurate record.   
4.      The meeting had been convened to discuss Kennet District Council’s Consultation Document on possible new Conservation Areas and on existing Conservation Area Statements.  There is a requirement to keep Designation Statements for existing Conservation Areas under regular review. The Government now obliges local planning authorities to provide up to date appraisal and Management Plans for each designated Conservation Area and this was welcomed by the Consultation Committee. 
The Conservation Statement for Urchfont was felt to have been an excellent document but it was prepared in July 2002 and needs updating – in particular the loss of the Cedar Tree at the Pond which has been replaced by a ‘Holm Oak’.  The Wedhampton Conservation Statement was not felt to have been so concise as it had only originally been discussed by a few parishioners. 
A regular review is welcomed along with the suggested Management Plan that should be attached to every Conservation Area Policy.  A Management Plan should provide enhancement schemes to be implemented, such as more sympathetic street lighting.  Also details of who was responsible for addressing enhancement issues and within given time scales.  The roads in the Parish are deplorable and this should be covered in the Management Plan. 
Consultation:  It is felt there should have been wider public consultation, in addition to the Parish Council, and a greater level of community involvement on both documents, in the first instance.  
Content:  The brief for individual sites in the Urchfont Conservation Area could have been made clearer and it was felt that the Parish Council should have been involved in the original discussions with the KDC consultant.
Understanding:  It was felt that public understanding of the special character of the conservation area and the ingredients that establish a sense of place had been achieved a little.
Presentation: The presentation was felt to be satisfactory, but photographs are outdated and the map could have been clearer.
Effectiveness:   The influence on Planning Applications was not felt to have been effective in Wedhampton but reasonably effective in Urchfont.  It was felt that the Inspector at the last Manor Farmyard Appeal had taken account of the document, but that Kennet District Council had not.   It had been effective for Urchfont.
Publicity:  It was felt that publicity was lacking and probably only a few people had actually read the Conservation Area Statements.  Publicity – poor so far.  Existing arrangements are not adequate.  Website available but manual systems very important such as noticeboards and the Parish magazine.  Notices will be put on boards giving details of the Statements and informing parishioners that copies are available on request from the Clerk.
Cost:  The plan for KDC to sell a hard copy of the document for £5 (plus 30p p&p) was felt to be too expensive. 
5.      There was no further business.
 
 
Signed:  …………………………………………………..    Date:  ………………………………….
 
