MINUTES of the meeting of the Communications Committee of Urchfont Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 30 April 2008 in Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllr Cannon (Chairman), Masterson, Newell, Thomas, 

co-opted member Ian Maidment, and the Clerk.
There were no members of the public present.
1. Cllr Cannon opened the meeting by welcoming everyone.  No Apologies – all present.    
2.   Minutes of the meeting held on 13 February 2008 were signed as a correct record.
3.   Matters arising from the minutes:  
      a.  The Parish Council information sheet has been circulated to all parishioners.
      b.  The Annual Report was available at the Annual Parish Meeting held on 25.4.08 and will be circulated to all households in the parish, together with the profile of councillors which is currently being printed.
4.   Parish Website
Mr Maidment reported that the website was accessible and current, meeting all the requirements set out in the recent article in ‘Clerk’ magazine.  He is investigating a new gallery system which will allow up to 20 photographs to be loaded, which would be beneficial for the scarecrow festival.

Ian reported that between 31.3.08 and 29.4.08, the number of visitors to the Kennet Community Web had increased by 65%, averaging approximately 450 visits a day.  Urchfont is third in the most visited sites on the community web.  Ian was thanked for his continuing commitment to keeping the website up to date.

5.  Community Magazine.
The first two editions of ‘News & Views’ have been circulated to all households in the Parish.   The feed-back has been very positive and the magazine is proving to be very successful, so much so that there was too much copy for the April edition.  The closing date for the June issue is 15 May.

The Clerk reported that printing costs of the first edition had been met by the Parish Council, and the Community Bus Committee had very kindly paid for printing of the second edition.  It was agreed that the P.C. would pay for the June copy and the Scarecrow Committee would be asked to pay for the August copy.  The Community Shop would be asked to pay costs for one edition later in the year.  It is hoped to attract sponsorship from other groups in the Parish who will no longer need to produce flyers for distribution.  Urchfont Manor will also be asked to sponsor an edition.
6.  Parish Council Marketing and Public Relations 
The campaign to promote public relations within the Parish Council has started with publication of the Information Sheet.  The profile of Parish Councillors is also intended to make parishioners more aware of who serves on the Parish Council.  
It is felt that there is still a need to engage more with the community and the new White Paper on ‘Empowerment’ with Wiltshire as a pilot council will be an opportunity to learn more about Local Government.
Regular articles will be produced for ‘News & Views’ to gain interest of the public.

7.  Matters for Report - none
8.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 30 July 2008
Signed:  ………………………………………….          Date:…………………………………….
