MINUTES of the meeting of the Communications Committee of Urchfont Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 29 November 2006 in Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllr Cannon (Chairman), Newell, Ruddick, Thomas, the Clerk 

and co-opted member Mr Maidment.

There were no members of the public present.



 
              Action
1. Apologies received from Cllr Watts.

2.   Minutes of the meeting held on 30 August 2006 were signed as a correct record.
3.   Matters arising from the minutes (not included below) – none.
4.  Report from Website Working Party:

Mr Maidment reported that the website working party had met on 27 November and notes of the meeting were distributed to all present.  Two new village websites have now been created: the Urchfont Community Web and Urchfont Parish Council.

Both sites can be accessed by logging onto www.urchfont.org.uk or by searching the internet using the word Urchfont and you will arrive at Urchfont Community Web and also Urchfont Parish Council.  The sites are still being developed, but they contain a wide range of information about the villages of Urchfont, Wedhampton and Lydeway, the work of the Parish Council, and also photographs and details of publications.

A number of developments are planned for the Urchfont Community Web, including a list of local groups and organisations, a local map and Scarecrow Festival pages.

Richard Hawkins has been very helpful supplying artwork and pictures, and the photographs on the home page will change regularly and depict seasonal views.

The hosting of the account with Easily still has to be finalised and Ms Henson/Mr Masterson are helping Mr Maidment to finalise these details.

At the moment the church has no presence on the website, and the UPCC has been approached to see if they would like a page on the church building and architecture, and a page giving details of services which could be updated each month.  Mr Maidment would be happy to keep these updated as long as he is provided with copy which he can transfer to the web pages.

Mr Maidment was congratulated on the presentation of the new website and thanked for all his hard work.

5.  The Directory of Businesses.  The Clerk will request these details from Cllr Watts and then make contact with individuals as their permission is required before information is published on the website.  They will also be asked for a short description of their services.


CW/Clerk 
6.   Content of Noticeboards – the new ‘Green’ notice board has been put up on the shop wall behind the bench.  Thanks to Mr Masterson for this.  It was agreed that a title of ‘Green Issues’ would be put on the board.  The notice board from Foxley Fields has been removed for the time being as it was in an unsafe condition.
7.   Parish Magazine.

Mr Maidment was recently invited to a meeting of the sub-committee that produces the ‘Welcome to Urchfont & Wedhampton’ booklets.  At the moment details of contacts and organisations are held by at least 3 different organisations – the Parish Council, Welcome group and Redhorn.  If this information was shared it would save duplication.  

It is also hoped that the Parish Council can enable Redhorn magazine to be delivered ‘free-of-charge’ to all households in Urchfont Parish.  It is stressed that the Parish Council does not want to take over responsibility for the Redhorn magazine, it merely wants to open up a dialogue which will encourage the sharing of information and do away with the necessity of different organisations having to produce individual newsletters to ensure that information is available to all households.
8.  Draft of Winter Newsletter.
The Clerk had circulated a draft of the winter newsletter.  Mr Maidment had provided copy for the report on the websites.  More detail will be put in regarding the types of plastics that can be recycled in the skips provided by KDC.  A report on the Energy Pilot Scheme that is currently taking place in the Parish, will feature in the next edition of the newsletter.

9.  There was no further business.
10.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 31 January 2006.
Signed:  ………………………………………….          Date:…………………………………….
