MINUTES of the meeting of the Communications Committee of Urchfont Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 30 August 2006 in Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Watts (outgoing Chairman), Cannon, Newell, Ruddick, Thomas and the Clerk.

There were no members of the public present.



 
              Action
1. Apologies received from Ian Maidment (co-opted member).


           
2.   Minutes of the meeting held on 28 June 2006 were agreed as a correct record.
3.   Matters arising from the minutes – none.
4.  Confirmation of Chairman for Communications Committee.  Cllr Watts handed Chairmanship to Cllr Cannon.  Under Standing Orders the Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council automatically becomes Chairman of the Communications Committee.
5.  Report from Website Working Party:

Cllr Cannon reported that the website working party had met at regular intervals and were extremely lucky to have Mr Maidment on board.  He has good contacts with KDC and these have proved invaluable.   
Purchase of URL: urchfont.net.  Cllr Cannon confirmed that the URL: urchfont.net had been bought in the name of Urchfont Parish Council at a cost of £99 for 10 years.

Transfer of URL: urchfont.org.uk to the Parish Council.  Cllr Cannon confirmed that the transfer of ownership had now taken place at a cost of £35.25.  The domain name is registered for two years from 25 February 2006.  A hosting fee may be necessary to continue using the site as a route to the new community website.  

The new Wiltshire Community Website is in its infancy but it is free and Community First is eager for us to use it.  Visitors will log into urchfont.org.uk as before and there will be an automatic re-route to the community website.

Cllr Newell reported that Mr Maidment has put most of the full Parish Council minutes onto the new website and is gradually adding other minutes.  Agendas are being published as they come up.  
The logo is much improved and the text is very legible.   Urchfont is being treated as a ‘Pilot’ Parish Council.  It was confirmed that any expenses Mr Maidment incurred would be reimbursed.  He will be issued with a ream of copy paper.  






     Clerk
The quarterly newsletters, audited accounts and CFC action plan are to be included and the Clerk will pass them onto Mr Maidment,







     Clerk
Information on other groups will gradually be added.
It was agreed that owners of houses that are shown in pictures, should, out of courtesy, be asked for permission for their house to feature on the website.   In the future, seasonal pictures may be taken.  










     Clerk
Mr. Maidment was commended on his work so far.  He confirmed that he will write a letter confirming that he is managing the website for the Parish Council.



        IM
6.  The Directory of Businesses is in the process of being updated by Cllr Watts.  The Clerk will then make contact with individuals as their permission is required before details are published.  They will also be asked for a short description of their services.



CW/Clerk 
7.   Noticeboards – the new notice-boards are still awaited.  The Amenities Committee is looking into the re-location of the notice-board presently at Wildmans’ Garage.
8.   Parish Magazine.

It is hoped that the parish magazine can be reproduced on the website (one month in arrears if necessary.  Mr Maidment will contact the Rector about this.  Cllr Ruddick will find out how quickly the parish magazine is put on the website for the Rode cluster of villages.  The Parish Council is concerned that the Church has no presence on the website at the moment and Mr Maidment and the Clerk will arrange a meeting with the co-editors of Redhorn.



IM/Clerk
It has been agreed that it would be desirable for all households to receive a copy of a parish magazine and it would be preferable to have a more updated magazine, maybe A5 size and glossy that would be supported by advertising.  A feasibility study will be needed to look into obtaining advertising revenue.  An approach to the other villages covered by Redhorn, could be made by 
Mr Maidment.










      IM
Cllr Thomas recommended that an approach be made – for the future – and a feasibility study carried out.  The new magazine would ideally be independent from the Parish Council, but facilitated by the Parish Council.  A working party consisting of Cllrs Thomas, Ruddick & others will be set up to look into advertising costs, etc.






    RT/JR
9.  Budget recommendations for 2007/08.  
It was agreed that a figure of £300 should be requested for Communications.
10.  Any Other Business.

a.  Newsletters – the autumn newsletter will soon be due and the Clerk will draft a proposal for approval by the Committee.   The Clerk will also draft a winter newsletter for presentation to the Committee at the November meeting.






    Clerk
11.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 29 November 2006.
Signed:  ………………………………………….          Date:…………………………………….
