MINUTES OF THE CHAIRMEN’S COMMITTEE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON 7 NOVEMBER 2007 IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM OF URCHFONT VILLAGE HALL

Present:  Cllrs Newell (Chairman), Cannon, Mitchell, Read, Thomas and the Clerk

There were no members of the public present.
1.  No Apologies.  Cllr Cragg was not present. 




   
                     Action    
2.  Minutes of the meeting held on 12 September had been circulated and were signed as a correct record. 
3.  Matters Arising
     5.  Health & Safety Risk Assessment Schedules – standing Committees will look at their sections at the next committee meetings.

5.c.  Cemetery – headstone safety.  Cllr Read and members of the CAP committee will carry out a full safety check on headstones.  Once any remedial work has been carried out, a check sheet will be completed possibly every 6 months.









    JR

6.  Asset Register & Insurance.  Once full council has approved the amended assets register, quotations for insurance cover can be obtained from alternative insurers.




            Clerk
4.   Outstanding Vacancy for Co-option. 
The Communications Committee is in the process of preparing a flyer for delivery to all households in the Foxley Corner, Lydeway area, to encourage applications for the outstanding vacancy on the Parish Council.

5.  Work Programme for 2008/09.
An updated work programme had been circulated with the following additions:
(2)  Street lighting – a meeting has been held with representatives from Mouchel Parkman and KDC to pursue energy efficiency measures in the use of electricity in the parish.  A schedule of the street lights in the Parish will be drawn up and when finalised, the Amenities Committee will be asked to consider which lights might be suitable for part-time lighting.  Consultations will have to take place with the residents and with the police and fire brigade.
       Speed limits – the Highways working party is pursuing the possibility of extending speed restrictions on   the B3098.

(3)  Newsletter/magazine - it is hoped that the first issue of the Community Magazine will be ready for circulation to all households in February 2008.  Finance has been arranged for the first 3 or 4 issues with the Parish Council funding the other 2 issues in 2008.  A flyer will be sent to all households to promote the magazine with a follow up letter to all clubs and organisations.  

       Household survey – this is in hand.  Suggestions from the first draft of the questionnaire are being   collated by Cllr Masterson.

(4)  Urchfont Village Signs – a meeting has been arranged for the working party to discuss responses to the   proposed new Urchfont signs.

(5)  Re-roofing of the Bier House has been included in the work programme, together with marking the line  of the allotment/Croft boundary.

       Playing Field – the possible installation of the BMX track should be added.

       School Access & Parking – the school is committed in principle to improving parking at the school.

 
Pond Green - application for village green status is being progressed.  Rosemary Winckley has certificated all the photographs and Cllr Newell will be meeting with the County Solicitor in due course.

  The Triangle – maintenance of the Triangle & support for Friends of the Triangle should be added.

(6)  Parish Plan – to be reviewed regularly.

(8)  Quality Parish Council status.  The Chairman commended the Clerk on the work she has put in towards the compilation of a portfolio for the Certificate in Local Council Administration.  This is now in the final stages of completion.

It was agreed that with these various amendments, the work programme would be recommended to the full council for approval.

6.  Community Grant Applications for 2008/09
It is disappointing that only two groups based in the Parish have applied for a Community Grant.

After discussion the following grants were approved for recommendation to full council:
Devizes & District Link

£200 (not to be actioned until the position of the proposed Link scheme for Market Lavington, Easterton and Urchfont is known)


Victim Support Wiltshire

£100



Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust
 £60

Splash for young people
£100 (subject to young people from the parish having participated in the scheme)



Redhone Community Trust
£100



Welcome group of UPCC
 £20



Wiltshire Search & Rescue
 £60   (application form not yet received)



Kennet Carers Association
£200



Vitalise



£270

In the majority of cases, accounts were not provided with the applications.  This is a fundamental requirement and the Clerk will remind organisations that these should be submitted.




Clerk
7.  Budget Requirements for 2008/09 & General Reserves Policy

The proposed budget for 2008/09 had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  

It was agreed that it was good practice to have a Reserves Policy to cope with emergencies.  It will be recommended to full Council that the General Reserves should be built up and £1,000 will be put into the fund each year for the next 5 years.  It was agreed that the budgeted figure of £750 for the pond, standpipe and ducks should be increased to £1,000 as there may be an outlay to install a permanent standpipe near the pond.
The Clerk will look into other savings accounts to ensure that the P.C. is receiving the best interest on savings.












Clerk
The Clerk reported that Ian Pocock’s chipper & operator had been working in the Playing Field for 5 hours as there had been such a large amount of brush.  He had to spend a lot of time sorting out the material that was not suitable for chipping.  It was agreed to pay him for the 5 hours that he had worked and Amenities Committee will look at whether this cost and the extra work in clearing debris is justified.

    Amenities
With these amendments, it was agreed that the proposed budget for 2008/09 will be recommended to full Council.
8.  Dates for Parish Council and committee meetings for 2008.
The proposed dates were agreed and will be recommended to full Council.
9.  Matters for Report.
a.  Amenity Land.  As a result of the reorganisation of KDC to the Unitary Authority, KDC is offering Parish & Town Councils the opportunity to take over the land in their areas that Kennet presently owns.  The only land in the Parish to which this would apply is The Paddock amenity land.  It would become the property of the Parish Council, free of charge, and the P.C. would be responsible for grass cutting and maintenance of the trees.  It was agreed that the full Council should be recommended to accept this.  It was suggested that an Assets Register should be compiled of the land that the Parish Council does own.



Clerk
b.  Elections  There is a suggestion from WCC that the dates for Parish, Town and Unitary elections should be brought into line.  It was felt however that to combine P.C. elections with political elections would tend to dilute the thrust of the P.C. elections as they may be thought to be party political.  It was agreed to reinforce the response already made to Katie Fielding of WALC.






Clerk
c.  Chairmanship of the Parish Council.  Standing Orders stipulate that the Chairman of the full Council should stand down after 5 years.  Cllr Newell will have been chairman for 5 years next May and Cllr Cannon has been sounding out other Parish Councillors for suggestions as to who the new chairman should be, and their willingness to stand for the post.  These discussions are ongoing at the moment.  It was agreed that there should be more delegation to Standing Committees to ease the load on the Chairman.

d.  Devolvement of Power.  A letter is expected shortly from WCC regarding the proposed devolvement of powers to Parish Councils when the new Unitary Council comes into being.  Meetings are scheduled for the New Year.

e.  Surfacing of Back Street.  The Parish Council has been informed that Back Street, the High Street and Blackboard Lane are due for re-surfacing in 2008.  It is hoped that the pavement and kerbing opposite the shop will be repaired at the same time.

10.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 27 February 2008
           Signed:  ………………………………………………..       Date:  …………………………………..
