MINUTES of the meeting of the Cemetery, Allotments and Playing Field Committee
of Urchfont Parish Council, held on 6 June 2007 in the Committee Room of Urchfont Village Hall     
Present:  Cllrs Read (Chairman), Cannon and Mitchell, with co-opted members:  Bob & Joyce Organ.












        Action
There were no members of the public present.
1.   Welcome & Apologies.  The Chairman welcomed all present and thanked the Parish Council for electing him to the chairmanship of the CAP committee.   Apologies had been received from Cllrs Cragg and Newell, co-opted members David Bethell and Phil Milanes.
2.   The Minutes of the meeting held on 7 March 2007 were signed as a correct record, with one amendment - item 5.b. should read Sarah Paget from Sarsen Housing.

3.   There were no Matters arising from the minutes. 
4.   Playing Field.
a.  Lease & maintenance contract.  Cllr Thomas and the Clerk had attended a meeting at Urchfont school on 26 March, with representatives from the school and John Price from Wiltshire County Council.  The Clerk reported that it had been a very useful meeting with agreement being reached that the school and the Parish Council should be responsible directly to WCC for their portion of the lease of the Playing Field.  John Price had previously produced a breakdown of the time that the P.C. and the school would use the Playing Field.

John Price agreed to look at the Sodexho contract and the time frame that would be involved if the P.C. wished to opt out of this contract.  Details are awaited.  Cllr Read will follow this up.

             JR  
b.  Reinstatement of BMX Track.  In Phil Milanes’ absence, Cllr Read reported that Edward Bodman had carried out a lot of digging work and good progress was being made.  The track is not useable yet and the digger will be needed again.  Insurance for the track will be looked at with the overall insurance for the Parish 

Council and the Playing Field.  Phil Milanes and Edward Bodman have been thanked for their hard work.    PM






    PM/RT
c.  Play Equipment.

   -  extension of safety grass to side of existing swings – this work is in hand



  JR                             
-  the complimentary bench provided by Wicksteed has arrived and will be installed in the near future.     JR
d.  Conditions of Use for Play Area & Child Protection.   

The draft document has been studied by Rosemary Winckley.  Cllr Read and the Clerk will produce the final copy to be displayed at the Playing Field.  There is also some question over the differing ‘No Dogs’ signs at each entrance to the Playing Field.  Cllr Read will look into this.




    JR/Clerk
5.  Allotments.   
a.  Boundary between The Croft and the Allotments.  

Cllr Read and the Clerk met with Sarah Paget of Sarsen.  The meeting went well and the views of householders and allotment holders have been noted.  Ms Paget is currently looking at copies of the deeds to the bungalows in The Croft to see where the correct alignment should be.  The Clerk has passed the file and documents on the purchase of the Cemetery land to Cllr Read and he will study this.  


  JR
There is also some concern as certain residents of The Croft are using the Allotments as a right-of-way through to the Cemetery in spite of the notices on the gates which say that only allotment holders have the right to enter.  The allotment association will monitor this.  

b.  Allotment Tenancy.

The Clerk reported that all the rents for 2007/08 had been paid and £215 had been paid into the Allotment account.  An updated list of allotment holders was circulated to all committee members.  

Cllr Read asked why allotments had been rented to people who did not live in the Parish of Urchfont and Joyce Organ explained that most of these tenants had occupied allotments for some time when there had been many empty allotments.  The allotment association understands that the Parish Council has a duty to provide allotments for parishioners first, and would not permit anyone from outside the Parish to occupy an allotment without first having discussed the matter with the CAP committee.

6.  Cemetery.
a.  Cemetery Regulations and Table of Fees.  Updated copies have been sent to the local undertakers and to the Rector, and are on display at the Bier House.

b.  Repairs to the Bier House.  The condition of the Bier House is deteriorating.  Peter Dear has kindly inspected the building and given a report on its general state.  Quotations will be obtained from specialist builders to give an idea of the cost involved to see if the exercise is viable.  Monies for repairs will have to be budgeted for.  










              JR
c.  Safety of Memorials.  A formal survey is needed to check on the safety of memorials at the cemetery. Investigations will also need to be carried out to find out if families are still maintaining family graves.  There is some thought that the older mounds should be flattened and sycamores are growing out of some of the graves again.  The enclosed grave needs some attention as it always looks untidy and uncared for.  There was some discussion on treating the weeds inside the fence of the enclosed grave and maybe putting down a different surface. 
All these matters will be looked at and permissions will need to be sought before any work to flatten mounds or lay down headstones can take place.






               JR/Clerk
Work is also required to the trees on the cemetery drive to raise the canopy and to trim back and tidy the trees in the south-western corner that abuts against the path leading behind bungalows 22/23 at The Croft.
A working party will be organised to carry out this work.





              JR
d.  Institute of Cemetery & Crematoria Management.   It was agreed that the Clerk would write to ICCM asking if they were prepared to give any guidance on matters such as fees, regulations, laying down of memorials, etc., or if they only shared this information with those attending courses.

         Clerk
e.  Compost Bin.  It was agreed that the compost area in the corner of the Cemetery was not now needed.  Signs will be erected asking people to take their rubbish home with them.  A rubbish bin is provided for paper and cellophane wrapping, etc.  








    JR/Clerk

7.   Parish Grounds Contractor/Equipment. 
Mark Goddard – the new Parish Contractor, has settled into the work of maintenance of the Parish amenity areas.  Feedback is generally very good and Cllr Read will carry out regular checks to ensure that no areas are being missed.  It has been reported that the path through Farmer’s Field has not been mowed and Cllr Read will check on this.  Rubbish bins at the cemetery and the playing field are being emptied.  
              JR
8.  There were no Matters for Report. 
9.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 12 September 2007 at 7.30pm in the Committee Room of Urchfont Village Hall. 

Signed: ……………………………………………….                         Date: ………………………………………….
