 

	  

MINUTES OF THE CHAIRMEN’S COMMITTEE MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON 3 MAY 2006 IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM AT THE VILLAGE HALL
 
Present:  Cllrs Newell (Chairman), Batt, Byford, Thomas, Watts and the Clerk 
 
1.    No Apologies – all present.                                                                                          Action
 2.    Public Participation – there were no members of the public present. 
3.    Minutes of the meeting held on 15 February 2006 had been circulated and were signed as 
       a correct record.   
4.    Matters Arising:
       12. Cllr Thomas is involved in ongoing discussions with John Price from WCC on the details of the 
            future lease agreement for the Playing Field.  Cllr Thomas has set out the PC’s concerns that it
            should be party to discussions before being involved with another maintenance contract.  The
            new lease will run for 5 years.  Comparison quotes will be obtained from KDC.                    RT 
 5.    Election of Parish Councillor John Read.
       The turnout at the recent by-election was a disappointing 22% with John Read obtaining 116 votes
       to David Kinnaird’s 78 votes.  John Read is to be congratulated on the result and it is hoped that
       David Kinnaird will allow his name to go forward at some future date.  Polling cards may generate
       more interest and the Clerk will find out the cost for future by-elections.  Colin Whitehead has 
       volunteered to make some ‘A’ boards to give more publicity to future events.                         Clerk 
6.    Annual Parish Meeting – 5 May 2006.
       An agenda has been prepared and Tracy Carter from WCC will be invited to speak before the
       business of the meeting.  A draft summary of the accounts is shown on the back of the Annual
       Report which will be available for all those present at the meeting.   
7.   Risk Assessments.
      The Register for the Assessment and Management of Risks was discussed and certain amendments
      made.   
8.   Finances.
      After some discussion it was agreed that the title of ‘Chairmen’s’ Committee should remain unchanged
      and that the terms of reference detail the responsibilities of this Committee.   
9.   Assets Register.
      The Assets Register was updated. 
10.  Insurance.
       The Clerk will ensure that the Insurance Policy is updated to cover all items included in the Assets
       Register. 
11.  Review of Policies.
       Financial Regulations – amended to show that goods or services with a value of over £500
       shall be purchased only when at least three quotations/estimates have been considered.
       Dates for Internal Audit to be brought in line with recent instructions received from NALC.
       The Internal Audit Brief will be discussed with the Internal Auditor – Miss Halliday.   
12.  Review of Work Programme.
       2.  Village Design Statement – no apparent progress to date.  Cllr Batt to discuss with KDC’s
            Forward Planning Department to clarify whether this should continue.                                 JB
            Cllr Byford will also have discussions with Ms Jennings.                                                     DB
       3.  Cllr Watts has attended a meeting of the Redhorn News Committee and will report back to
            the Communications Committee regarding distribution of a ‘free’ newsletter 
            to all households.                                                                                                          CW
       4.  Foxley Fields Play Facilities – not able to proceed with this as there had been objections
            from some of the residents of Foxley Fields.
            School lay-by and Path – Estimates from WCC have proved very expensive and this is on hold.
       7.  Quality Parish Council status – the Clerk will start training in September.                         Clerk
       8.  ‘Urchfont’ signs – funding is required.  Cllrs Batt & Byford to have discussions.               JB/DB 
13.  Support for Parish Council work.
       More support is needed from parishioners and this will be discussed at the Annual Parish 
       Meeting on 5 May. 
14.  Website – minutes of working parties.
       It was agreed that Ms Henson would be asked to publish the notes of the zero waste working 
       party as this comes under the umbrella of the Amenities Committee.  Other working parties
       should not have notes of their meetings made public until they are presented to the Parish 
       Council. 
15.  Matters for Report.
       Cllr Thomas reported that he had received quotes for the hard-standing under the 4 new rubbish
       bins for the playing field and the cemetery, but that they were very expensive.  It was agreed that 
       the Rights of Way group would be asked if they could help by laying these concrete bases.       RT 
       Cllr Newell was asked to write a formal letter to the Scarecrow Committee congratulating them on a
       very successful and well organised weekend, particularly the tidiness of the village after 
       the event.                                                                                                                          PN 
16.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 2 August 2006 at 7.30pm.
 
 
           Signed:  ………………………………………………..       Date:  …………………………………..
 

 

	 


