MINUTES of the meeting of the Cemetery, Allotments and Playing Field Committee
of Urchfont Parish Council, held on Wednesday 18 October 2006 in Urchfont Village Hall     
      Present:  Cllrs Thomas (Chairman), Cannon, Mitchell, Read, Watts and the Clerk

       Action 
with co-opted members:  Mr Organ and Mr Milanes
There were no members of the public present and no external reports.

1.   Welcome & Apologies.  The Chairman welcomed all present. 
      Apologies had been received from Cllrs Cragg and Newell.
2.   The Minutes of the meetings held on 21 June 2006 were signed as a correct record.

3.   Matters arising from the minutes.
5.c.  The Clerk reported that the Tennis Club had agreed to an increase in rent from £165 to £200 per annum.  There has been an exchange of letters and the rent has been paid for the current year.

4.   Playing Field.
a.  Lease & maintenance contract.  Rosemary Winckley has very kindly looked at the draft lease received
from WCC and has suggested some amendments.  A letter is being drafted to be sent back to WCC with the amended lease.  An opt-out clause is still needed so that when the current contract with Sodexho expires, the 
P.C. has the option to obtain its own tenders for cutting the grass at the playing field.  The CAP Committee will
have an opportunity to view the re-drafted lease before it is returned to WCC.  The Parish Council is very grateful 
to Mrs Winckley for her time and expertise in this matter.  




             RT/Clerk
b.  Reinstatement of BMX Track.  Mr Milanes and his new young committee will soon make a start on the clearance work for the BMX Track.   Edward Bodman has kindly offered to do the digging.  Plants will be bought
for the new hedge.  









                     PM
Insurance cover for the BMX Track will be discussed at the Chairmen’s Committee meeting on 1 November.     Clerk
c.  New Play Equipment.  The Playground Committee was congratulated on the completion of their project
to install new play equipment at the Playing Fields.  There is now a new double swing with cradle seats, spiro-

whirl roundabout, Ben Nevis climbing frame and a 2-way springie.  Wetpour surfacing has been put around the roundabout and safety grass matting surrounds the other equipment.
There have been some minor teething issues, with 2 points of sharp metal on top of the climbing frame.  The contractors have been back to address this problem.  They have also added the blue swirl to the wetpour surface.  The coloured panels on the climbing frame were not put in the correct colour order, and in recompense the contractors have offered a complimentary metal seat.  The Parish Council will arrange installation of this seat.

Cllr Thomas has sample tins of all the paint colours.






           RT
Replacement of the play equipment has now been included in our insurance cover and a pre-adoption inspection 
will be arranged with RoSPA or other accredited body.  Cllr Read and the Clerk are meeting Peter White, Enforcement Officer of KDC, on 19.10.06 to discuss possible future inspections by KDC.   


 JR/Clerk
The format of the Child Protection Policy will be discussed at the Chairmen’s Committee Meeting.                    Clerk

5.  Allotments.   Mr Organ reported that the allotments were all being well-worked and there are 2 people on
the waiting list.  Mr Organ acknowledged receipt of the letter from the Parish Council regarding climate friendly issues, and was pleased to report that the allotment association in general is already climate friendly and does 
all its own composting.  There are apparently badgers now on the allotments.
The Clerk has again written to Sarsen Housing to ask them to reinstate the boundary fence of 8 The Croft to
the correct alignment and will keep pressing for this.  






       Clerk
6.   Cemetery.

a.   Cemetery Regulations and Table of Fees.  The Committee had received a copy of the regulations and cemetery fees in advance of the meeting.  It was agreed that any decision to increase the fees would be made following advice received from the Institute of Cemetery & Crematoria Management, should the Committee agree 
to join the Institute.

b.  Maintenance of Cemetery and Graves.  The Clerk reported that John Stuart, undertakers from Devizes,
had requested that the branches of the trees leading up the cemetery drive, be cut back to give 9 feet clearance. 
At present the branches are scraping the cars and if flowers were carried on top of the hearse, then they would 
be scraped off. 
 It was agreed that a working party be formed consisting of Cllrs Watts, Read and Mr Milanes to cut back these branches. 








                                CW/JR/PM

 It was also agreed that advice could be sought from ICCM regarding laying down some of the old grave stones 
and levelling off the grassy areas.   The upkeep of the memorials and graves is an ongoing problem and it is the responsibility of the holder of the exclusive rights to provide this maintenance.  See 6.e.


       Clerk
c.  Row Markers.  It was agreed that enquiries would be made regarding the cost of new row markers, but purchase of these would probably be put on hold as the cemetery was liable to other expenses during the next financial year.











 RT/Clerk
d.  Bier House.  There are some loose slates on the roof of the Bier House and re-pointing with lime mortar is needed in places.  Cllr Watts offered to provide the materials for mortar and Mr Organ offered to ask Mr Gibbs 
for a quotation to replace the slating and do the re-pointing.





   CW/BO
e.  Institute of Cemeteries & Crematoria Management (ICCM).  The Clerk expressed her concerns over
the transfer of Exclusive Rights of Burial.  There is a huge problem in Devizes at the moment with many memorials being unsafe and it is felt that a number of these memorials will have to be laid down.  This has highlighted the importance of transferring Exclusive Rights to the graves when the current owners die.  

Historically, in Devizes and elsewhere, poor management of records means it is difficult to establish ownership. It 
is felt that memorials should not have to be restored at the Council’s expense and this emphasises the importance 
of establishing ownership of each grave.  Devizes is now thinking of separating the grant of right of burial from the grant for a memorial.  The latter would run for a much shorter period, renewable every 5 years when safety checks are carried out.

In view of these complex issues and the sensitivity of the area, it was agreed that the Clerk would apply for membership of the ICCM at an annual cost of £55.  The information and advice that the ICCM would be able
to provide should prove invaluable.








       Clerk
7.    Refuse Bins.  Mr Hill had reported that two of the refuse bins recently installed in the Playing Field, were rarely used.  It was agreed to leave them where they are as they would be used particularly during scarecrow weekend.

8.   Parish Grounds Contractor/Equipment.  Cllr Thomas reported that the ride-on mower was now reaching 
the end of its useful life.  It had been donated to the P.C. many years ago but is now proving expensive to maintain.  It is presently at Roses and an estimate for repair is awaited.  It was agreed that provision would be made in the budget for 2007/08 for a replacement machine that would pick up the grass.  
9.  Budget Provision for 2007/08.  The following recommendations will be made to the Chairmen’s Committee Meeting which meets on 1 November:






    £

Cemetery


   0.00
(self-funding)


Allotments


   0.00
(self-funding)


Play Equipment


   0.00
(The VAT received back from the purchase of Play Equipment







will be ring-fenced to provide maintenance cover)

RoSPA (or similar) inspection
100.00


Playing Field Rent

750.00
(plus £200 received from Tennis Club)


Signs for Playing Field

100.00


Replacement Mower
         1,000.00  (Amenities will be asked to contribute £750 and £250 will be

 





 provided out of Cemetery funds)


CAP Contingency
 
500.00  (This includes £200 to put towards the cost of work to the 
             Bier House if required)


                  Total:                £2,450.00
10.  There were no Matters for Report. 
11.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 6 December at 7.30pm in the Committee Room of Urchfont Village Hall. 

12.  Any Other Business – none.
Signed: ……………………………………………….                         Date: ………………………………………….
