MINUTES of the meeting of the Cemetery, Allotments and Playing Field Committee
of Urchfont Parish Council, held on Wednesday 6 December 2006 in Urchfont Village Hall     
      Present:  Cllrs Thomas (Chairman), Cragg, Mitchell, Newell, Read, Watts and the Clerk

       Action 
with co-opted members:  Mr Bethell and Mr Milanes
There were no members of the public present and no external reports.

1.   Welcome & Apologies.  The Chairman welcomed all present. 
Apologies had been received from Cllr Cannon, and co-opted members Joyce & Bob Organ

2.   Co-option of Cllr Watts.

It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Watts be co-opted to the CAP Committee.

3.  The Minutes of the meeting held on 18 October 2006 were signed as a correct record.

4.   Matters arising from the minutes (not included as a separate agenda item).
6.a.  Cemetery Regulations & Table of Fees – this would be included as a separate agenda item at the next CAP meeting.
5.   Playing Field.
a.  Lease & maintenance contract.  The re-drafted lease and covering letter had been circulated to all members of the CAP committee for approval, prior to returning to Wiltshire County.  Provision is made in the re-drafted lease for an opt-out clause so that when the current contract with Sodexho expires, the P.C. has the option to obtain its own tenders for cutting the grass at the playing field.  A reply from WCC is awaited. 


b.  Reinstatement of BMX Track.  Mr Milanes has arranged with Edward Bodman for the digging of the new track to take place next spring when the ground has dried out.  Mr Milanes will meet with the youngsters before Christmas and will form a Committee with junior and senior members.  Mr Milanes already has a grant of £150 towards the costs and he will also apply for a grant from the Youth Opportunities Fund, although it is hoped that costs should not be too high.  It was agreed that the new hedge will be a mixture of native deciduous shrubs.                            PM
The Clerk has received a letter from Allianz Cornhill asking that when all the work has been completed, a copy of the RoSPA or NPFA’s post installation inspection report be forwarded to them. 



       Clerk
c.  New Play Equipment.  Cllr Read and the Clerk had met with Peter White, Enforcement Officer of KDC, but it appeared that KDC was not qualified to carry out annual certificated inspections of play equipment.  RoSPA has now carried out an inspection of all the play equipment at the Playing Field.  The new play equipment has been signed off and the invoice from Wicksteed Leisure has been paid.  The play equipment is being well used and the complimentary metal seat has been received and installation of this will be arranged.   


           RT
Some issues have arisen as a result of the RoSPA inspection.  The area of safety grass around the original pair of swings that were relocated is not big enough.  The safety grass must extend out to the sides of the swings and Cllrs Thomas & Read will put this work in hand.  Cllr Read will also ask Rights of Way if they can put some hardcore down in the gate that leads from the Play area into the field.                                                            

     RT/JR
The format of the Child Protection Policy was discussed at the Chairmen’s Committee Meeting and the Playground Committee has been asked to provide a specimen copy.  Notices can then be produced.                                 Clerk

6.  Allotments.   The Allotments Association AGM will take place in January.  NB:  This has now been booked for the evening of 10 January 2007 at 7.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.  The Clerk will prepare a financial statement for that meeting.  Mr Bethel reported that no more black sacks of rubbish had been thrown over the hedge into the allotments.  
The Clerk is still in contact with Sarsen Housing regarding the reinstatement of the boundary fence of 8 The Croft to
the correct alignment and will keep pressing for this.  






       Clerk
7.   Cemetery.

a.   ICCM Corporate Membership.  An application for Corporate Membership of the Institute of Cemetery and Crematoria Management has now been made.  It was agreed that when membership has been granted, then advice can be sought from the ICCM regarding fees and regulations.





       Clerk

b.  Maintenance of Cemetery and Graves.  Some work has been done to raise the canopy of the trees lining the drive up to the Cemetery.  Cllr Thomas will ask Mr Hill to cut back the few remaining branches that may cause problems to hearses.    










           RT
c.  Bier House.  There are some loose tiles on the roof of the Bier House and re-pointing with lime mortar is needed in places.  The Clerk was asked to obtain prices from local builders to do this work.

 Clerk/RT
8.   Parish Grounds Contractor/Equipment.  Provision has been made in the budget for 2007/08 to purchase 
a replacement ride-on mower.  Cllr Thomas to discuss future needs with Mr Hill. 



           RT

The Clerk will obtain quotations from Mark Goddard and other interested contractors for cutting the grass in the amenity areas that the Parish Contractor is currently responsible for, and for cutting the grass in the Playing Field.  












       Clerk
      
9.  There were no Matters for Report. 
10.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 7 March 2007 at 7.30pm in the Committee Room of Urchfont Village Hall. 

11.  Any Other Business – none.
Signed: ……………………………………………….                         Date: ………………………………………….
