MINUTES of the meeting of the Cemetery, Allotments and Playing Field Committee 
of Urchfont Parish Council, held 2 September 2009 in Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Read (Chairman), Donlon & Mitchell, co-opted members Joyce & Bob Organ, John Ericson (Allotment Association), Phil Milanes (Youth Group) and the Clerk.

















                Action
There was one other member of the Allotment Association present.
The Chairman announced that he would be moving from Urchfont in the near future and a new chairman would be required for the CAP committee.
1. Apologies for absence received from Cllrs Holt & Masterson.

2.   Declarations of Interest – none. 

3.   Minutes of the meeting held on 3 June 2009 were signed as a correct record.  
4.   Matters arising from the minutes:

a.  Cemetery Row Markers – concern was expressed that the new row markers are almost obscured by grass.  The contractor has been asked to cut back around the markers and some of the markers will need raising up in the Spring.

b.   Goal posts in the Playing Field – once the new head teacher is in place, it is understood that the parents will be discussing replacement of the goal posts with him.

5.  Cemetery.  

a.   Notice board for the Bier House:  in hand.             




 JM
b.  Sale of surplus equipment:  a possible buyer is coming to look at the surplus equipment in the near future.                                                                                                                           JR
c.  Cemetery Training Day – a report had been circulated in advance of the meeting on the Cemetery Management training day that the Clerk had attended on 31.7.09.  The course had proved extremely interesting and informative.  

d.  Cemetery Regulations – as a result of the Training Day, the Cemetery Regulations have been updated with an additional item (2) stating the following:
      No interment, whether burial or interment of cremated remains, may take place without the Parish Clerk having received the Certificate of Burial form from a registrar, a disposal document for the interment of cremated remains, or an Order for burial from a Coroner, at least 24 hours prior to the burial.  If the necessary paperwork is not forthcoming then the Parish Council will not give permission for the burial to take place.
      It was agreed that the updated regulations should be recommended to Full Council for ratification.

6.   Allotments:   
a.  Storage:  the Allotment Association reported that the Bier House is not being used at the moment for storage.  There will be more space available once the surplus Parish Council equipment has been removed from the Bier House.  It was agreed that Allotment holders would be responsible for insurance of any equipment they store in the Bier House.
An agreement is being drawn up between the Allotment Association and the Parish Council over use of the Bier House and this will be presented to full Council for ratification.          JR/Allots.Assn
b.  Sheds:   it was reported that the Parish Council has delegated authority to the CAP Committee to agree terms for individual sheds on the allotments.  The Allotment Association has drafted terms and they will be presented to full council for approval.   

c.  Waiting List:  it was reported that there is currently one free plot and this will shortly be handed out to the one person on the waiting list.  There are one or two existing allotment holders who would like more space in due course.  
d.  Other matters:  it was reported that some allotment holders obstruct the pavement with their vehicles when tending their allotment.  They will be encouraged by the Allotment Association to park considerately. 

7.  Playing Field.
a.   Lease:  There is still no progress with the lease.  It is hoped that the new Wiltshire Council will agree to gift part of the field to the Parish Council.
b.  Maintenance Contract: Mark Goddard is currently being paid for maintenance of the extra piece of grass between the football pitch and the play equipment.
c. Play Equipment and Play Area:  it was noted that the annual inspection of play area and equipment is due to take place during September.

d.  Tennis Club:  a discussion document has been drawn up giving Terms of Reference for the tennis club.  Comments are awaited from the tennis club.  The chairman will contact Urchfont Manor to see if they still wish to use the tennis courts so that this can be written into the agreement.   JR

e.  Youth Facilities:  
 (i)  BMX Track – quotes are being obtained for the construction work of the new BMX track and these are expected to be in excess of £2,000.  West Lavington is being used as a model and RoSPA will inspect  the BMX track upon its completion.                                                                          PM
 (ii)  Youth of Urchfont – it was reported that this new youth group is progressing well and the next meeting is planned for 3.9.09.  The group will set up its own committee.  They are a very committed group with plenty of help and at least 9 parents involved.  The Youth Club will initially cater for children aged 9 – 16 years.                                                                       JR/PM
8.  Finance: 
a.  receipts and payments – the receipts & payments for CAP as at 31.08.2009 was received.  The chairman asked if budget figures could be included in the spreadsheet and will investigate this further with Cllr Myers.                                                                                               JR
b.  Budget requirements for 2010/11.  The Cemetery and the Allotments have their own cost centre.  The Youth of Urchfont will consider its needs at its next meeting.  Playing Field will require the following amount for 2010/11:

Wiltshire Council rent & tree maintenance

£260

Grass cutting strip between football pitch


and play equipment £25 x 18 cuts

£450

RoSPA inspection




£100    

Total: £810 less £220 received from Tennis Club = £590
9.  Matters for Report:  
a.  First Aid – it was suggested that First Aid courses should be held for all those interested.  This will be passed to the Chairmen’s Committee for consideration.

b.  Dogs on the playing field – it was reported that dogs are being exercised across the playing field.  The signage will be checked and everyone is asked to keep a look out for people abusing the site. 
10.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 2 December 2009.
Signed: ……………………………………………….                         Date: ………………………………………….
