MINUTES of the meeting of the Cemetery, Allotments and Playing Field Committee of 
Urchfont Parish Council, held 12 September 2007 in the Committee Room of Urchfont Village Hall     
Present:  Cllrs Read (Chairman), Cannon, Newell and Mitchell, with co-opted member:  David Bethell.












        Action
There were no members of the public present.
1.   Welcome & Apologies.  The Chairman welcomed all present.  

Apologies had been received from Joyce & Bob Organ.   Cllr Cragg was not present.
2.   The Minutes of the meeting held on 6 June 2007 were signed as a correct record.  
3.   There were no Matters arising from the minutes. 
4.   Playing Field.
a.  Lease & maintenance contract.  A meeting has been arranged at Urchfont School on Friday 21 September at 2.30pm with representatives from the School, Urchfont Manor and the Parish Council.  The meeting will decide how both parties wish to progress with the new lease for the Playing Field and with the maintenance contract.  A second meeting will then be held on Monday 1 October at 10.30am at Urchfont School with WCC when they will be asked to draw up the lease.  Rent still has to be paid for the Playing Field for 2006 and 2007.  It has been agreed that an invoice will be raised once the amended lease is to hand.
b.  Reinstatement of BMX Track.  In Phil Milanes’ absence, Cllr Read reported that there had been no further progress on the site.  Phil will gather a new team of lads over the winter before proceeding with the work.                                                                                                                                                         PM





    PM/RT
c.  Play Equipment.

   -  extension of safety grass to side of existing swings – completed.


                         
-  the complimentary bench provided by Wicksteed has been installed.
d.  Conditions of Use for Play Area & Child Protection.   

Cllr Read produced a copy of the 2-sided notice as a sample.  This will cost £40/£50 to be made up on a plastic sheet by sign makers in Devizes.  It was agreed that Cllr Read should order and install this sign.      JR
e.  Sodexho Contract.  Jackie Holton reported that on 2 occasions, Sodexho had not cut the grass in the Playing Field.  This had been taken up with the contractor and a refund was being obtained.

5.  Allotments.   
a.  Boundary fence with the Croft

Cllr Read reported that posts were now in situ which mark the line of the boundary.  Measurements will be taken from buildings to give the exact position of the boundary which can then be kept on record.              JR
The Allotment Association has been asked to organise a working party to tidy the boundary.  Ian Maidment is available with a chain saw if necessary.  Cllr Read will speak to Sarsen when the date of the working party is known so they can make contact with residents.  The residents at No.8 The Croft have put in a new back fence which lines up with the boundary of No.7.  A wire fence may be needed at the road end of the boundary.  Cllr Read will obtain prices.


  





  JR
b.  Rabbit fence – David Bethell reported that the rabbit wire that has been fitted around the allotment area was working well.

Mr Bethell left the meeting at this point.

6.  Cemetery.
a.  Repairs to the Bier House.  Quotations for repair work have been received.  No grants are available for this work as the Bier House is not a listed building.  The Parish Council is charged with maintaining existing facilities and it was agreed that the roofing repairs were the most urgent as tiles are moving individually and battens are corroding.  It was agreed unanimously that a figure of £1,800 would be requested in the precept for 2008/09 and that this could be added to existing funds – money that had been put to one side in CAP and Amenities for a new mower (not now needed), plus monies in the Cemetery sub-account.  This proposal will be recommended to the next full Parish Council meeting.                         


         Clerk
b.  Working party.  Thanks  to all those who turned out on the recent working party where the canopy was raised on the trees leading up the drive and on the trees on the southern side of the cemetery which had been over-hanging graves.  A great improvement.  Cllr Read has also refurbished the memorial bench in the Playing Field.  The framework has been treated and new slats have been fixed.
c.  Safety of Memorials.  This work will be put in hand in the near future.


              JR 

d.  Institute of Cemetery & Crematoria Management.   It was agreed that any advice needed could be sought from WALC and that the subscription to ICCM would not be renewed.


         Clerk
e.  Compost Area.  This area will be cleared and visitors to the cemetery will be encouraged to take their green waste home with them and to use the rubbish bin provided for non-compostable materials.  A working party and a skip will be organised.         







    JR/Clerk
f.  Row Markers.  Cllr Read will look into the cost of replacement row markers.  The Clerk was also asked to provide a plan of the graves for display at the Bier House.




   JR/Clerk
7.   Parish Grounds Contractor.  The Parish Council is very happy with Mark Goddard’s work.
8.  Parish Equipment.  The equipment remaining in the Bier House is old and needs selling off.  There are two motor hedge trimmers which the Rights of Way group may be interested in purchasing.  Cllr Read will look into the sale of this equipment.







              JR
9.  Budget Requirements for 2008/09.  The following figures were agreed and will be put to full Council for approval:


RoSPA annual inspection of play equipment

£100



Playing Field rent




£750



Bier House repairs


                    £1,800


The CAP contingency has been boosted this current year with the sale of a mower and strimmer

so there is not a requirement for extra precept in the contingency fund.


The cemetery and allotments are self-funding.

10.  Matters for Report.  A letter has been received from the son of a recently deceased parishioner asking if it would be possible to plant a tree in memory of his late parents.  The committee agreed that there may be other similar enquiries in the future and a Memorial Garden in some part of the Parish may be welcomed.   A suitable location will  be sought.








              JR
11.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 5 December 2007 at 7.30pm in the Committee Room of Urchfont Village Hall. 

Signed: ……………………………………………….                         Date: ………………………………………….
