 

 NOTE of the URCHFONT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on Friday 5 May 2006 in the Village Hall.
 

Present: Cllr Peter Newell (Parish Council Chairman) and 8 other Parish Councillors, the Clerk, and about 25 members of the public.
1.  Welcome
The Chairman welcomed those present, in particular Marion Whitehead to her first Annual Parish Meeting as Clerk, and John Read – the new Parish Councillor who was elected at the recent by-election.  Cllr Newell thanked those who had provided the refreshments for the meeting and extended the Parish Council’s congratulations to the Committee of the Scarecrow Festival for the wonderful weekend just experienced which over the years has put Urchfont ‘on the map’.  Each year the festival seems to get better and better.  He then introduced the speaker. 
2. Speaker – Tracy Carter, Assistant Director (Operations), Environmental Services Department, Wiltshire County Council.
Tracy had been invited to speak in view of all the work that has been done by the Parish Council on highway issues  over the years.  She explained that Wiltshire County Council has a corporate plan with goals and aims for the four years 2005-09.  Included in the plan are 22 targets which are very diverse.  Of these, the improved condition of the road network and the reduction in numbers killed or injured on the roads, are 2 targets that come under Highways.   
By 2009 it is hoped that all ‘A’ roads will be in a condition where only 5% are in need of repair.  By 2011 only 5% of ‘B’ roads and unclassified roads should be in need of major repairs.  
Maintenance policies vary from season to season. 
         In winter, in addition to routine maintenance, the gritting fleet has to be maintained.  
      25% of the highways network is pre-salted (725 miles in 2 hours).
         Routine or cyclical maintenance covers verge cutting, cleaning of drains, etc. The Parish Lenthsmen also visit regularly and will carry out work as requested.
         Reactive maintenance covers defects on the network following safety inspection checks.
         Footways are checked for hazards or potholes (if deeper than 20mm then they are repaired).
         Highways are inspected at various time intervals and there are priorities for ordering repairs.
         Structural and more substantial reconstruction of carriageway and surface dressing and small
      drainage schemes, have to be prioritised as funds are limited.
        An assessment procedure is in place which looks at traffic flows and accident black-spots.
             Physical condition and accidents give a higher category.   
Rates of deterioration do vary at different sites and stand-alone assessments are carried out each year.  Any problems should be reported to Clarence on 0800 23 23 23 or to the Divisional office at Marlborough. 
Tracy concluded her talk by stating that there is a dedicated highways safety team which looks at records and prioritises works and targets areas with the highest number of accidents.  More resources are now being diverted to ‘B’ and ‘C’ roads and the numbers of people either killed or injured are also reducing. 
The following questions were discussed;
· If accidents are witnessed on the motorway, the public should dial 999 if safe to do so. 

· The Potterne/Urchfont road has subsided and is crumbling.  Negotiations are ongoing with Rod Gibbs.  Tracy will follow this up. 

· An extension to the 30 mph speed limit within Urchfont village signs has been requested.  Tracy will look into this. 

· WCC does not have a blanket policy statement of white lines and cats eyes.  Individual sites are looked at.  Road markings and cats eyes are often consciously removed as this has a psychological traffic calming effect.  
· Priority white lines at the Triangle and the end of Peppercombe Lane have lasted for less than a month.  Salting was carried out much later this year and maybe salt was still on the roads.  This has been referred to Rod Gibbs. 

· Temporary repairs are often carried out with the intention of coming back within a month to do a proper repair.  Potholes near the Triangle on the B3098 are dangerous for cyclists. 

· A reduced speed to 20mph by the Triangle was requested, but applications are restricted.  This would be a low priority. Low-cost schemes, such as skid resistance areas on roads that have non injury accidents are possible. 

· Speed cameras in the Parish – very strict guidelines cover these and would only be put in areas that have had speed related accidents. 

3. Chairman’s Report
The Chairman reminded the meeting of the role of the Parish Council:  to serve the people of the Parish of Urchfont by providing impartial leadership in representing the interests and concerns of the whole Parish and addressing the needs of the community.  As always this has been a very full year: 
· The Best Kept Village Competition was undoubtedly the highlight of the year – and he thanked residents and members of the Parish Council and all those responsible for village amenities. 

· Village of the Year – whilst disappointing not to win at least one of the regional rounds, this had been a valuable exercise and thanks were extended to all those who had participated and in particular the working party of Clare Cannon, Nicky Mitchell and Christine Dolan. 

· Manor Farmyard Appeal – a rather different highlight but thanks to all who had attended the Appeal and/or wrote to the Inspectorate.  An updated planning brief was being prepared by the Manor Farmyard working party. 

· Highways – hopefully fully aired with Tracy Carter.  Lots of time has been given to various aspects, e.g. Greens, School parking, potholes, kerbing by Greenacres – frustratingly slow progress.  Regular meetings and discussions are held with Rod Gibbs, the Area Highway Engineer.  Thanks to the working party of Cllrs Batt and Thomas. 

· Parish Plan – published with the public meeting in June 2005.  Thanks were expressed to the Steering Group, especially Richard Hawkins and Christine Dolan. 

· Climate Friendly Communities and Waste Minimisation – a great deal of work has taken place with Kennet District Council and Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. 
- The Pilot Household Waste Minimisation Scheme report has been published and thanks to all
pilot households who took part. 
- The launch of the CFC programme in February locally and County wide – which is being
followed up with an Action Plan.
- An Energy Efficiency Campaign with KDC – Carbon Emissions Survey.  It is hoped everyone
will complete the form and get 2 free low-energy light bulbs!  There are other possible prizes!
- Other initiatives, including the production of a leaflet to complement WWT Recycling Directory
Shredder and Supervised Skips (plastic and cardboard – first Thursday of every month).
- It is crucial we all contribute to the reduction in carbon emissions and use of fossil fuels so
that Urchfont Parish can genuinely claim to be a climate friendly community.
- Wheelie bins are being introduced in July. It is hoped all residents will ensure that they are not left on pavements.  Orange sacks will be provided for those with access problems.  Thanks were extended to the Zero Waste Working Party.
· The Youth of Urchfont project has been completed.  Thanks to the working party and the young people involved. 

· Play Equipment – Fund raising is going well – thanks to all those involved. 

· Grants – an important role of the Parish Council is to support local projects and groups. 

· Burglaries, vandalism, etc. – Colin Whitehead is doing an excellent job with Neighbourhood Watch, having taken over from Alan Lancashire who was Co-ordinator for many years, and was warmly thanked for that.  A police officer attended a recent Parish Council meeting to discuss present problems. 

· Communications is a vital aspect of the work of the Parish Council.  It is hoped that a Parish Newsletter can be provided free of charge to all households in the Parish.  Thanks were extended to Carole Henson for keeping the Parish Website up-dated.  Two new notice-boards are planned in Urchfont – one for ‘green’ issues.  Thanks to Colin Watts and the Communications Committee for all their hard work. 

Cllr Newell thanked:  - the retiring member, Jobe Gibbs, for his contributions to the PC work.
- all the co-opted members of committees and working parties.
- all those who undertake much valued tasks, eg litter pickers, Friends of Farmer’s Field, Rights of
  Way Group, Pond and duck management, the Triangle (June Turnbull), Christmas lights and last
  year for the first time the Christmas tree.
- all members of the Parish Council who give much invaluable time to what must often seem mundane
  but vital matters, eg negotiating leases, undertaking risk assessments, considering planning
  applications, considering consultation papers, managing finances, etc.
- particular thanks were given to the Committee Chairmen.
- finally thanks to Christine Dolan (Clerk for some six years) and thanked in October by the Parish
  Council and Marion who has settled into the job so admirably with the support of her husband, Colin.
  The Clerk does most of the administrative work behind the scenes. 
There were no questions and Cllr Thomas proposed a vote of thanks to Peter Newell for all his hard work as Chairman of the Parish Council. 
4.  Annual Report and Accounts – copies of the Annual Report were available and would be circulated to all households in the near future.  This report contains the Draft Accounts for year ending 31 March 2006.  There were no questions.  
5.  Best Kept Village Competition – Winner of Winners.  As Urchfont won the BKVC for medium-sized villages last year, it is not eligible to enter that competition for 2 years, and instead can enter the Winner of Winners competition with the winners of all three categories from the previous 2 years.  After some discussion it was agreed that Urchfont should allow its name to go forward for this competition.  A lot of work will be needed in bringing Urchfont up to standard and area coordinators will be asked to take responsibility for certain areas.  Judging will take place in July. 
6.  Open Forum:
           There is no Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator for Wedhampton.  Colin Whitehead said he            would be happy to pass information onto Wedhampton if he had 2 or 3 people each covering part of the village and with access to a computer.
           Pond Green – the advice of The Highway Engineer is that country kerbing be put around the soft verges round the pond.
           Parking by the school is still a problem.  An estimate for £22,000 has been received to surface the layby.  This is out of the question and alternatives are still being looked at.
           Turning out of Crooks Lane onto the B3098 can be very dangerous.  The Parish Council has asked for restriction signs to be moved.
            The Parish Council was asked to contact Easterton and Market Lavington to see if they had actually had 3 accidents before restriction signs were introduced.
           It was suggested that the school children could be encouraged to produce posters to put up around the village asking drivers to slow down.
           Anyone having problems getting wheelie bins to the kerbside can ask KDC for assistance.  It is hoped that neighbours will also help each other.  It is recommended that house-holders mark their bins with their house name or number.
           The PC will request new recycling bins for the Croft as the ones there are in a bad state of repair.  The bin for tins has no lid. 
The meeting was closed at 9.00pm. 
