
NOTE of the URCHFONT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
held on Friday 27 April 2007 in the Village Hall.

Present: Cllr Peter Newell (Parish Council Chairman) and 7 other Parish Councillors, the Clerk, and about 12 members of the public.

1.  Welcome

The Chairman welcomed those present, in particular County Cllr. Jerry Willmott and Jonathon Seed, a candidate in the forthcoming District Council elections.  Cllr Newell thanked those who had provided the refreshments for the meeting and pointed out the display of road safety posters that had been produced by children from Urchfont Primary School.  These posters have been on display around the Parish and it is hoped that they have made drivers and pedestrians more aware of safety issues.   The proposed Neighbourhood Link scheme for Urchfont, Easterton and Market Lavington had also provided a display for the evening, together with leaflets. 

Cllr Newell then explained that Urchfont Parish had recently updated its Emergency Planning Policy together with the emergency contacts’ list.  A group of Parish Councillors had taken part in an Emergency Planning exercise towards the latter part of last year and the speaker for this evening would be able to give us more information on the role of the Parish Council in an emergency. 
2. Speaker – Mark Kimberlin, County Emergency Planning Officer.
Mark Kimberlin explained his role as coordinator of five local authorities in Wiltshire.  He explained that the Civil Defence Act of 1984 had been brought in for Local Authorities to ensure survival of nuclear attack.  With the end of the Cold War, other problems presented themselves, such as severe flooding, foot and mouth, fuel disputes.  The old Civil Defence Corps could no longer cope and a new set of Acts were required, hence the Civil Contingencies Act.

There is one major accident control in Wiltshire and that is at RAF Lyneham.   There are various levels of emergency from National to Local.  The Local Emergency Plan discharges the County’s responsibilities with a strategic coordinating group at local level to manage an incident.  At Parish level Community Emergency Volunteers are trained on the spot.  Floods at Downton in 2001/02 needed local knowledge, people were cut off and needed medical attention.  Severe snowfall can cause emergencies where services cannot get through.

Various booklets were available – emergency planning handbook including business continuity; a brief guide to emergency planning and householders guide with general information.

Mark confirmed that range fires should be reported if affecting roads or households.  A leaflet to every house with guidance on what to do and who to contact would be beneficial.  He confirmed that the Pandemic Flu/disease plan had been in progress for two years.  Counselling and support is provided by PCT/Humanitarian Assistance Plan.  The Military can be called but because of other commitments this is an added bonus rather than expected.

Mr Kimberlin was thanked for his very interesting talk.
3. Chairman’s Report

Copies of the Annual Report were available on seats and will be distributed to all households in the Parish in the near future.

The Chairman reminded the meeting of the role of the Parish Council:  to serve the people of the Parish of Urchfont by providing impartial leadership in representing the interests and concerns of the whole Parish and addressing the needs of the community.  As always this has been a very full year:
· Parish Council Election – disappointing with only 9 nominations for the 11 vacant seats, but the 2 new members – Angela Dutton and Jon Masterson are very welcome.  The Parish Council had hoped for enough nominations to warrant an election as it believes this would be in the best interests of the Parish and local residents in giving a stronger mandate to members.  The Parish Council will be filling the 2 vacancies by co-option.

· Communications – much improved with regular contributions to Redhorn News (the April edition was supplied to all households to encourage take up of subscriptions).  A quarterly Parish Council newsletter is distributed to all households and improved notice boards in the Parish, including the ‘Green Issues’ board at the Community Shop.  The Parish Website is much improved, thanks to Ian Maidment, Richard Hawkins and Carole Henson (who resigned last year as Website Manager).  Thanks to Clare Cannon & the Communications Committee for all their hard work.

· Play Equipment – congratulations to the parents for the very successful fund-raising that enabled the erection of new play equipment in the Playing Field.  The Parish Council looks forward to further work on the BMX track and thanks all those involved, particularly Royston Thomas, Phil Milanes and the CAP Committee.

· Climate Friendly Community Programme – a great deal of work has been accomplished in partnership with WWT and KDC and they are thanked for their support.  The issue of Climate Change is being taken much more seriously with IPCC reports and Government Climate Change Bill.  The recent showing of the Al Gore film and the Local Food Festival were well attended.  The interim report has been published on the pilot household energy efficiency project.  
· The chipper and recycling skips are well supported and thanks are extended to those who help each month to man the skips.  The Parish Council is investigating the possibility of arranging for street lights to be turned off after midnight and it is hoped that people will support this initiative.  Thanks to all those involved with the Climate Friendly Working Party, especially Richard Bromley who gives his time so generously.
· Planning takes up a substantial amount of Parish Council time especially Manor Farmyard, Urchfont.
· Highways – the Parish Council continues to press WCC to improve condition of roads with regular meetings with their staff.   The Parish Steward is an excellent initiative but the fundamental problem is the lack of adequate resources for maintenance of minor roads. 
     The public is reminded to phone ‘Clarence’ to report any potholes 0800 23 23 23.
· Best Kept Village Competition – Winner of Winners.  Thanks to all those who helped last year.  Urchfont came second with only one point separating us from the winners.  We are all encouraged to pick up litter and tidy our front gardens and boundaries ready for the judging in early July.

· Grants – an important role of the Parish Council is to support local projects and groups.  Approximately ten grants are being paid out in 2007/08.
· Burglaries, vandalism, etc. – Colin Whitehead is doing an excellent job with Neighbourhood Watch, assisted by others, and he is thanked for that.

· Link Good Neighbour Scheme is proposed for Urchfont, Easterton and  Market Lavington and a public meeting is planned for 15 May at 7.30pm in St Barnabus Church, Easterton.

Cllr Newell thanked: 
- retiring members, David Byford, Janet Ruddick, John Snook & Colin Watts.  John & Colin have been members of the Parish Council for over 20 years, and they are warmly thanked for their contribution to the Parish Council.

 - all the co-opted members of committees and working parties.

- all those who undertake much valued tasks, eg litter pickers, Friends of Farmer’s Field, Rights of
  Way Group, Pond and duck management, the Triangle (June Turnbull), Christmas lights and last
  year the Christmas tree (again from Dauntsey’s School).

- all members of the Parish Council who give much invaluable time to what must often seem mundane
  but vital matters, eg negotiating leases, undertaking risk assessments, considering planning
  applications, considering consultation papers, managing finances, etc.

- particular thanks were given to the Committee Chairmen, particularly Royston as CAP Chairman, who is completing his period of office and David Byford who is standing down from the Parish Council.
- Jill Halliday, our Internal Auditor.

- Trevor Hill (and Gill) retiring as our Parish Groundsman.

- Colin Stone, retiring as District Councillor

- finally, Marion – now well settled into her job and admirably supported by Colin.  The Clerk does most of the unsung administrative work behind the scenes and is now embarking on training to enable the Parish Council to be eligible to apply to be accredited as a Quality Parish Council.
4.  Annual Report and Accounts – copies of the Annual Report were available and would be circulated to all households in the near future.  This report contains the Draft Accounts for year ending 31 March 2007.  There were no questions. 
5.  Open Forum:
· A parishioner felt that Wedhampton needed more attention.  There are now two members who live in Wedhampton and although they represent the whole Parish, they can bring local perspective to meetings which is important.

· Regarding the Best Kept Village Competition, there was a suggestion that a clean-up hour, or two, could be arranged and this will be taken up by the Amenities Committee.  The Parish Steward is being used to clear areas that prove difficult such as the pavement and kerb along Blackboard Lane and at Townsend.  If any other problem areas need his attention then this can be arranged via the Clerk.  

· It was reported that the ‘Urchfont’ village signs had recently been stolen and Highways are compiling a list of signs that need replacing.  

· It was felt that the direction sign on the Triangle was ugly and not in keeping with the area.  Unfortunately the signs are mass produced with no thought to where they will be sited.  More discreet signs and street lights will be considered by the Amenities Committee.

· Problems had arisen earlier in the year when a memorial service was held in church and the huge amount of parked vehicles caused the village to come to a virtual standstill.  Tractors & trailers had to back up and the community bus had difficulty getting through.  If an emergency had occurred during this period there would have been real problems.  The Clerk has written to the funeral directors asking them to advise families that when a big funeral is being arranged then alternative parking arrangements must be made.  The Clerk will also write to the Rector and put the onus on families and the church.  Arrangements could be made with local landowners to use their land or the playing field with prior permission of the Parish Council.

· It was reported that hooligans had been seen jumping off the roof of the bus shelter.  The police should be informed if this happens again.

· County Cllr Jerry Willmott congratulated the Parish Council on their efficiency and the way in which the meetings were well run.  He had tried to progress work due to be done on the highways and understood the frustration and inadequacy of highways work.  The restriction of resources available to County and the inadequate funding by Government of rural councils means that local needs suffer.  It is difficult to use resources fairly.

There were no further questions and Cllr Cannon proposed a vote of thanks to Peter Newell for all his hard work as Chairman of the Parish Council.

The meeting was closed at 8.45pm.

