Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee of Urchfont Parish Council
held on Wednesday 6 February 2008 in Urchfont Village Hall.

Present:  Cllrs Thomas (Chairman), Batt, Cannon, Dutton, Masterson, Newell and the Clerk.
There were no members of the public present.
                                           Action
1.   Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Vaux and co-opted members Elaine Bancroft and 

       Phil Milanes. 
2.   Declarations of Interest – none.
3.    Chairman designate for Amenities Committee:  Cllr Dutton has agreed to allow her name to go forward to full Council for approval as Chairman of Amenities Committee.  
4.  Minutes of the meeting held on 3 October 2007 were signed as a correct record of proceedings with one correction.  Minute Ref. 5.a. second line – removal of the word ‘wild’ in front of ‘hedge’.  
5.   Matters arising from the minutes – all items covered as separate agenda items.
6.  Farmer’s Field.
a.  Maintenance programme for 2008-09:  Phil Milanes will be asked to provide proposals for the maintenance programme.  After-note to the previous meeting:  ‘Friends of Farmer’s Field’ have requested that the grass path through Farmer’s Field should still be cut by the parish contractor.
b.  Improvement plan for Scrape:    work has been carried out to the scrape and it is holding water.

c.  Promotion of Farmer’s Field as an Amenity Area.   Afternote: Phil Milanes has produced an article 
for ‘News &Views’.
7.   The Pond.

a.   Water level of pond:  Cllr Thomas reported that there are holes in the pond lining that will need plugging at some point.  In the meantime, the water level will be monitored.  It was agreed that Wessex Water would be asked to quote for the installation of a fire hydrant connection adjacent to the pond to take
a 1” standpipe, so alleviating the necessity for a hose pipe to run across Friars Lane from the standpipe outside Friars Cottage.
       RT/Clerk
b.  Registration of Pond Green:  Cllr Newell reported that the application for registration of Pond Green
as a Village Green, has been submitted and will be advertised in the 13 March edition of The Gazette.  Advice is being sought from the Commons Commissioners regarding the procedure for vesting land in the Parish Council’s name.    
                   PN
c.  Maintenance programme for 2008/09:  No further action required at this time.  The bill for the second raft is still awaited.  
d.  Rats around the Pond:   The problems caused by rats around the pond seem to have eased.  There have been no complaints from house-holders of late.  The situation will be monitored.                            



e.  Possible re-location of duck house:  Advice had been sought from KDC Planning and Conservation regarding the possibility of building a new brick duck house outside Manor Farmyard, but this had raised problems with the Conservation Department.  The ‘Friends of the Pond’ have set wire into the ground under the duck house to stop rats getting into the duck house, and as the problem seems to have eased it was agreed that the duck house should remain in its present position for the time being.
f.  Duck warning sign between The Triangle and The Pond:  There was discussion regarding the necessity to provide a duck warning sign in this location, but it was felt that visibility on this approach to the pond is much better than along Back Street and that signs were not therefore necessary.
8.  The Triangle:  provision of compost/plants for 2008:  The Parish Council has set aside £100 in its budget for 2008/09 and it was agreed that the Clerk would ask June Turnbull how this could best be spent, either on compost or plants.


      






        Clerk
9.  The Paddock Amenity Land:  transfer of land from KDC to Parish Council:  The Parish Council has informed KDC that it is willing to take over this land as an Amenity Area and awaits further details.  It is understood that it will take some time before the full facts are available from KDC.
10.  Top Green:  damage caused by moles:  After discussion it was agreed that the parish contractor would be asked to clear Top Green of moles and restore Top Green to its former condition.  
        Clerk
11.  Unitary Council:  suggestions for delegated functions to the Parish:  Cllrs Newell & Masterson will attend the meeting with WCC in Devizes on 14 April and will report back on matters raised regarding One Council for Wiltshire.  It was agreed that grass cutting in the Parish could be carried out more efficiently if it was the responsibility of the Parish Council.  It was also agreed that funding must follow delegation and a legal, inflation linked, agreement would be needed.  Any other suggestions for delegated functions which would benefit the parish would be considered by full Council     


     PN/JM
12.  Footpaths/Byways:

a.  Haggs Lane:  The Parish Council is very concerned that there is still no progress on opening up this footpath for disabled access.  The Clerk will contact Esther Daly at Highways to urge her to remove the barrier at The Paddock end of the path.







        Clerk 
b.  The Paddock/Bowdens:  The Clerk will remind KDC that work is needed to repair the footpath between The Paddock & Bowdens, where tree roots have disturbed the surface of the path.
        Clerk                                                    
c.  Byway 37 Diversion:  A proposed application has been received from WCC to divert part of Byway Open To All Traffic Urchfont 37, under the Highways Act 1980, Section 116.  The Parish Council has no objection to this proposal.

13.   Street Lighting: 
Cllr Newell has carried out a survey and produced a schedule listing all the street lights in the parish, together with the numbers on the lights and their exact location.  There are 91 street lights in Urchfont and 8 in Wedhampton.   If vegetation obscures lights, Highways should be informed and they will deal with this.  The following matters were discussed:

a.  Part night lighting:  Residents have already been consulted on the principle of part-night lighting in order to save energy and reduce light pollution.  It was agreed that this should be a phased programme and that in Phase 1, residents in The Orchard and Walnut Close would be consulted.   A letter will be sent to all residents in these roads suggesting that some of the lights should be switched off between the hours of midnight and 5.30am each night.   








         Clerk

Phase 2 could include Wedhampton, Manor Close, Bowdens and The Paddock.

It was felt that part-night lighting would not be appropriate on the B3098 or other main roads through Urchfont.  The police and Fire Authority would have to be consulted before any changes could take place.
b.  New Light in Back Street:  A request has been received for a new light to be fitted in Back Street between Peppercombe Lane and The Orchard.  This work would be costly and quotations will be obtained.  There is an existing pole outside The Lanterns and a low power unit would be requested.  Local residents would need to be consulted and if approved this would have to be budgeted for in 2009/10.
        Clerk
c.  Commando Socket by Pond:  A quotation has been received for £355 to install a Commando Socket by the pond from which electricity could be supplied for Christmas lights and any other parish activities, 
such as The Scarecrow Festival.  It was agreed that the Clerk should request KDC to go ahead with this installation.  It may be possible that grants would be available for such work.


        Clerk
d.  Heritage Lamps:  it was agreed that the present lights are unsightly, particularly in the Conservation Area.   The Clerk will obtain prices for the installation of Abbey lamps on standard poles and on bracket fixings and a phased programme will be drawn up for the installation of these Heritage lamps.  
        Clerk 

e.  Shading of lights against glare:  It is possible that lights can be shaded on the house side to cut out glare and this has already been carried out to one light in Peppercombe Close.  Residents of The Orchard and Walnut Close will be asked if any lights in their roads need shading.



        Clerk
14.  Amenity skips and rubbish bins:   A claim form for a Cleansing Grant has been received from KDC and it was agreed that a grant should be requested for the supply of the Amenity Skips that the Parish Council currently provide for Urchfont and Wedhampton.  It was agreed that the money saved by this grant could go towards the purchase of 3 more rubbish bins to replace the ones removed from Foxley Fields, Stonepit Lane and the bottom of The Croft.  These bins would be emptied by the parish contractor.   Clerk


15.  Litter Campaign:   It was agreed that the litter problem is getting worse and this will affect the Parish Council’s decision on whether to enter the Best Kept Village Competition.  More support is needed from residents to keep the parish free of litter. 

16.  Best Kept Village Competition:  After discussion, it was agreed that a recommendation would be put to the full Parish Council that Urchfont should not enter the competition for 2008.  It is felt that there is a need to re-engage with the community to regain the spirit necessary for entry into such a competition.  
17.   Chipper/ Shredder:  it was agreed that the chipper/operator would just be booked for September this year as 5 hours were spent dealing with the garden cuttings and brush that had been brought to the playing field for the visit last September and the cost of this has exceeded the budget.  

       Clerk
18.  Notice Boards: 

a.  Main Parish Council notice board:  although Highways had no problem with the suggestion to re-site the notice board at the top of Old School Lane, it was felt that the board should remain in its present location for the time being.
b.  Notice board at Foxley Fields:  there has been a request to re-instate the notice board at Foxley Fields.  There is no budget provision for a new notice board but it may be that the original notice board 
can be repaired.  This will be investigated.







 JM/Clerk
c.  Wedhampton residents notice board:  it was agreed that this notice board could be installed under the Parish Council’s permitted development rights in relation to signage.  It is understood that permission of the landowner has been obtained.  The Residents Group will be advised that approval must be sought from Rod Gibbs of Highways before the sign is installed.  





        Clerk
19.  Urchfont Village signs:  Richard Hawkins has provided a specification for the proposed new ‘Urchfont’ signs on the B3098.  This was accepted and a quotation will be obtained from WCC for two 
new signs.  Richard was thanked for his efforts on this matter.



                   Clerk      
20.  Health & Safety Risk Assessments:  It was agreed that documentary evidence is needed to show who has attended training sessions.  A working party consisting of Cllrs Thomas, Masterson and the Clerk will meet in March to write brief audit recommendations, with a check list for The Triangle, the Pond and Farmer’s Field.










     RT/JM/Clerk
21.  Matters for Report:
a.  Events Planning.  KDC wishes to create a database of local events in parishes so they can visit the parish prior to an event to carry out street cleaning and litter picking.  Local groups will be asked to contact KDC with dates of any events to be added to this database.


                            Clerk

b.  Recycling Skips at the Croft are being used at unsocial hours and the Clerk is in the process of consulting with parishioners, via the ‘News & Views’ magazine, to find out if the skips are still felt to be necessary as we now have door step collection of paper, cans and bottles.  If it is felt that the skips should remain, then maybe an alternative location can be found.





        Clerk
22.  Date of next meeting – 7 May 2008
Signed:  ……………………………………………      Date  …………………………………
