Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee of Urchfont Parish Council
held on Wednesday 6 May 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Dutton (Chairman), Batt, Mitchell, Myers, Thomas, 

co-opted member Phil Milanes and the Clerk.
There were no members of the public present.


                                                  




























Action
1.   Apologies for absence received from Cllr Masterson.
2.   Declarations of Interest – none.
3.   Minutes of the meeting held on 18 February 2009 were signed as a correct record of proceedings.

4.  Matters arising from the minutes – all covered as separate agenda items.
5.  Farmer’s Field:   Phil Milanes reported that an area was being prepared for wild flowers to the left of the pond.  Mark Goddard would scrape the surface to remove top soil and put seed in.  Nesting boxes are being used and there is a possibility that a buzzard is nesting in the nature reserve.  It was suggested that Phil Milanes contact WWT for further advice on nest boxes.

6.   The Pond:  Elaine Bancroft was not present at the meeting but has since reported that there are no problems with the pond or ducks.  The surplus fish still have to be removed and this is in hand.  There are no problems at the moment with rats.  
It was agreed at the meeting that the water level of the pond is low.  Cllr Thomas offered to organise a standpipe from Wessex Water to fit to the new water hydrant by the pond.  




            


RT
Concerns were expressed over health issues with the use of the pond during the Midsummer Fete.  It was agreed that Phil Milanes would put a warning on the paperwork for those taking part in the boat races and the clerk will provide waterproof plasters for people to use if they have cuts on their hands.

     PM/Clerk
7.  The Triangle:  it was agreed that the Clerk would provide compost for June Turnbull to use on the Triangle to the cost of £20.                                                                                              Clerk



                                                                                                             Clerk                 
Clerk

8.  Three Graves:   the Clerk has made contact with Mrs Douse and has been assured that the family have always treated the area with due respect but do not want people crossing their fields to visit the graves.  The family has always been happy for the Giddings family to visit the graves by arrangement.  She also confirmed that the graves are visible from the bye-way.
9.  Litter & Dog Mess:  posters have been put up in the shop to encourage people to be considerate with their litter and to pick up dog mess.  There are no dog poo bags available at the moment although the shop has put a supply of plastic bags by the dog bowl.   The situation will be monitored.
10.   Rubbish bins:  two of the new bins have been installed thanks to the Rights of Way Group and they are being well used.  Mark Goddard is emptying them as part of his contract.
11.  Work Programme:  the work programme was reviewed for Amenities and updated for 2009-10.  This will be passed to the Chairmen’s Committee for consideration.










                                           Clerk        

                                                                                           




12.  Finance:  the receipts and payments to 31.03.09 were received, as follows:  
	Farmer's Field
	Receipts
	Payments
	Balance

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	689.25
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	0.00
	 
	 

	07.05.08
	Nest boxes
	 
	104.25
	 

	02.06.08
	Grant from Scarecrow Festival
	300.00
	 
	 

	04.06.08
	Plants for scrape & batteries for mower
	 
	258.20
	 

	25.06.08
	Refreshments for barbecue
	 
	46.31
	 

	23.07.08
	Donation in memory of Clifford Brent
	60.00
	 
	 

	31.12.08
	Cutting hedge
	
	300.00
	 

	 
	 
	1,049.25
	708.76
	£340.49

	Pond
	 
	Receipts 
	 Payments
	Balance

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	566.31
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	1,000.00
	 
	 

	02.06.08
	Grant from Scarecrow Festival
	150.00
	 
	 

	04.06.08
	Duck feed & vet bills
	 
	91.01
	 

	16.07.08
	Wessex Water - installation of water hydrant
	 
	640.40
	 

	Apr-July
	Sponsorship of ducks
	100.00
	 
	 

	22.08.08
	Wessex Water - reinstatement of Pond verge
	
	213.28
	 

	08.12.08
	Duck feed May-Nov
	 
	84.90
	 

	 
	 
	1,816.31
	1,029.59
	£786.72

	Skips/Chipper
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	5.90
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	940.00
	 
	 

	12.06.08
	Amenity skips April - June 2008
	 
	240.00
	 

	01.10.08
	Amenity skips July - Sept 2008
	 
	210.00
	 

	11.11.08
	Chipper & Operator services
	 
	80.00
	 

	08.12.08
	Chipper & Operator services
	 
	50.00
	 

	08.12.08
	Amenity skips Oct - Dec 2008
	 
	210.00
	 

	04.03.09
	Amenity skips Jan - March 2009
	 
	210.00
	 

	 
	 
	945.90
	1,000.00
	-£54.10

	Notice boards
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	9.68
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	100.00
	 
	 

	09.06.08
	Oil for notice boards
	 
	12.00
	 

	16.07.08
	Maintenance of notice boards
	 
	80.00
	 

	24.11.08
	Maintenance of notice boards
	 
	90.00
	 

	 
	 
	109.68
	182.00
	-£72.32

	Amenities Contingency
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	180.60
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	250.00
	 
	 

	14.05.08
	Wedhampton notice for new board plus key
	 
	33.75
	 

	27.05.08
	Cleansing grant from KDC
	500.00
	 
	 

	03.07.08
	Works to ash tree by pond
	
	30.00
	 

	17.09.08
	Purchase of 4 rubbish bins
	 
	601.00
	 

	29.12.08
	Cutting grass alongside F.Field
	 
	15.00
	 

	04.02.09
	Grit bin for sandbags
	 
	200.87
	 

	 
	 
	930.60
	880.62
	£49.98

	
	
	
	
	

	
	                     Plus moneys set aside:
	School Parking
	£2,000.00

	
	
	Paddock Amenity Land 
	   £630.00

	
	
	
	


13.  Matters for report:  Highways & Street-scape issues have been referred to the new Highways Committee.
14.  Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 5 August 2009.

Signed:  ..............................................      Date:   ..................................

