Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee of Urchfont Parish Council
held on Wednesday 4 November 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Dutton (Chairman), Myers, Thomas and the Clerk.
There were no members of the public present.


                                                  

























   


Action
1.   Apologies for absence received from Cllrs Batt & Masterson and co-opted members Elaine Bancroft and Phil Milanes.
2.   Declarations of Interest – none.
3.   Minutes of the meeting held on 30 September 2009 were signed as a correct record of proceedings.

4.  Matters arising from the minutes – none.
5.   Telephone Kiosk:  an invitation has been received from British Telecommunications to adopt the red telephone kiosk in High Street, Urchfont which is registered as a Grade II Listed Building.  Their records show that only 85 calls have been made from the box over the last 12 months and it is not cost-effective for B.T. to continue to maintain the telephone box.  

Research has shown that there are 2 options: 
One option is to adopt the kiosk for £1.  This would mean that BT would remove the telephony and ownership of the kiosk structure would be transferred to the Parish Council.   There is a huge fondness for the traditional red kiosk and it is seen by many as a British cultural design icon.  This would mean the kiosk would be retained and it could then be used for our own purposes to benefit the community.  The Parish would be responsible for maintaining the kiosk and insuring it against damage.
The other option is to sponsor the kiosk.  If it was decided to keep the payphone service in its entirety, the Parish would have to pay an annual charge of £300 to British Telecom to contribute towards the costs of maintenance and BT would then maintain the phone box in working order.  

After discussion it was agreed that a consultation would take place with the Parish.  Notices will be put in the parish magazines giving these options so that feedback can be received from residents.        Clerk
6.  Matters for report:

a.  Pond standpipe – this has now been returned to Wessex Water and the deposit has been received.
b.  Christmas Lights – it is proposed that a working party will meet on Saturday 12 December at 10.00am to put the Christmas lights around Urchfont pond.  The Clerk will contact John  & Carole Snook to obtain permission to put the lights behind the pond and Cllr Thomas will investigate the fitting and connection of the lights to the new Commando Socket.                           



                          RT/Clerk           
7.  Date of next meeting:  10 February 2010.
Signed:  ..............................................      Date:   ..................................

