Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee of Urchfont Parish Council
held on Wednesday 10 February 2010 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Myers (Chairman), Batt, Thomas, co-opted member Phil Milanes and the Clerk.
There were no members of the public present.


                                                  

























   


Action
1.   Welcome & Apologies:  the Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all present to his first meeting as Chairman of Amenities Committee.  Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Mitchell & Newell and co-opted member Elaine Bancroft.
2.   Declarations of Interest – none.
3.   Minutes of the meeting held on 4 November 2009 were signed as a correct record of proceedings.
4.  Matters arising from the minutes – none.
5.   Farmer’s Field:   Phil Milanes reported that a small working party had met in Farmer’s Field and had carried out some thinning and coppicing work.  The pond area is looking very good.  The working party has cleaned out most of the nests – the owl nest has not been taken up yet but about 25% of the nests have been used and there is a buzzard’s nest in the far part of Farmer’s Field.    There is still a lot of work to be done, including hedge cutting.  It was agreed that Phil Milanes should get quotes for this hedge work and the committee authorised this work to go ahead provided the costs were within budget.                 PM
6.  The Pond:  

a.  Report from ‘Friends of the Pond’ - there are still thirteen ducks on the pond and there are no major problems with the pond or surrounding area.   Elaine Bancroft would appreciate some more help looking after the ducks and it was suggested that a notice could be put in the parish magazines.        Clerk                                                                                
b.  New Duck House – once the weather has improved a concrete base will be laid and the new duck house can then be purchased and installed.
c.  Maintenance around the pond and Pond Green – Phil Milanes and Cllr Thomas volunteered to remove saplings and weeds from pond wall – permission has already been received from Mr & Mrs Snook for this work to their wall.  A convenient date will be found in mid April.                                          PM/RT 

7.  
Recycling Skips for plastic & cardboard:   it was noted that recycling skips will continue to be delivered to Urchfont Village Hall’s car park on the first Thursday of each month and that recycling skips have been ordered for Wedhampton on 1 April, 1 July and 5 October 2010.  Requests for skips in 2011/12 have to be made in September 2010. 
It was reported that the recycling skips that were due on 4 February did not arrive in Urchfont as they had apparently not been put in Wiltshire Council’s diary.  An operative was sent out to Urchfont on the Friday to clear away the accumulation of plastic and cardboard from the Village Hall’s car park.  Wiltshire Council has apologised for this over-sight and written confirmation will be requested from them that the skips will be delivered as ordered.                                                                                                                Clerk
 8.   Rubbish bins:   it was noted that a £50 donation has been sent to the Rights of Way Group for installing the new rubbish bins around Urchfont and also noted that a further request has been received for an extra rubbish bin to be sited in the lay-by adjacent to Farmer’s Field.  There is an accumulation of empty drinks cans and other rubbish in the culvert at this location and the Parish Steward will be asked to clear this.                                                                                                                               Clerk
It was agreed that this rubbish bin could be provided out of the Cleansing Grant that the Parish received from Wiltshire Council in 2009 and Cllr Thomas volunteered to contact Linpac to get a suitable bin.  Rights of Way group will be asked to install the bin.                                                                        RT/Clerk
9.    Notice boards:  a quotation has been received for replacement of the perspex window on the large notice board at Wedhampton that has become discoloured with age.  It was suggested that polycarbonate would be a more suitable material and a quotation will be requested for this.                                  Clerk
10.  Telephone Kiosk:  the question of whether to adopt or sponsor the red telephone kiosk in High Street, Urchfont, was discussed.  A consultation had been carried out in 2009 with residents of the Parish.  
There had not been a huge response to this consultation but those residents that did reply were generally in favour of sponsoring the kiosk and keeping it in working order. 
If the Parish had decided to pay £1 to adopt the kiosk then the Parish would own the kiosk and be responsible for maintenance and insurance and someone would have to be responsible for looking after it.

If the Parish decided to sponsor the kiosk then the Parish Council would pay the sponsorship fee (currently £300 per annum) which would contribute towards the ongoing maintenance costs.  BT would continue to own the telephone kiosk and have responsibility for its upkeep. 
The Parish Council has been informed that there are no immediate plans to remove the kiosks so this decision can be delayed until necessary
11.   Christmas Lights:  it was noted that a suggestion had been made for a new set of low energy lights to be purchased for around the pond at Christmas.   After discussion it was agreed that the costs of new lights would be looked at and Cllr Thomas volunteered to research this matter.                                   RT
12.  First Aid Courses:  following the suggestion made at full council meeting of 16/9/09 that First Aid courses be organised in the parish the Chairman had obtained costs from St John Ambulance for running such courses and this information will be taken back to full Council.
13.  Risk Assessments:  the Risk Assessments for Amenities were updated as necessary.  Appendix I.

14.   Work Programme:  the Work Programme for Amenities for 2009/10 was reviewed and updated for 2010/11.  Appendix II.
15.   Finance:  the report on receipts and payments as at 31.12.09 was received.  Appendix III.

16.   Matters for Report:
a.  The Chairman asked that the subject of School Parking be put on the next Amenities Agenda
17.   Date of next meeting – Wednesday 12 May 2010 at Urchfont Manor.
Signed:  ..............................................      Date:   ..................................

