Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee of Urchfont Parish Council
held on Wednesday 8 October 2008 at Urchfont Manor
Present:  Cllrs Dutton (Chairman), Cannon, Masterson, Myers, Thomas,

co-opted member, Sean Donlon and the Clerk.
There were no members of the public present.


                                                  Action
1.   Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Batt and co-opted members E. Bancroft & P. Milanes. 
2.   Declarations of Interest – none.
3.   Minutes of the meeting held on 6 August 2008 were signed as a correct record of proceedings.

4.  Matters arising from the minutes – all covered as separate agenda items.
5.  Farmer’s Field.
a.  Maintenance programme for 2008-09 - hedges, trees & the scrape:  Hedge cutting will soon be taking place and Mark Goddard has quoted £300 + Vat for cutting back the high hedge alongside the track.  It was agreed that this work should take place and Phil Milanes will be asked to liaise with Mark Goddard over the amount that the hedge should be reduced.  Members were keen that the finished height of the hedge should be no lower than the other hedges around Farmer’s Field.




 PM

It was also agreed that Mark Goddard would be asked to cut a metre width path along the length of the track from its junction with Townsend up to the track leading onto the Plain, at an agreed price of £15 
per cut.  This need only be cut as and when necessary.





       Clerk
b.  Promotion of Farmer’s Field as an Amenity Area:  there have been requests for dog walkers to be able to take their dogs into Farmer’s Field on leads.  This will be discussed with the ‘Friends of Farmer’s Field’ and a recommendation made to Full Council.  




           PM/Clerk

6.   The Pond. 

a.   Wessex Water & installation of standpipe connection adjacent to the pond:  reinstatement of the area where the new water hydrant was fitted has now been completed at an extra cost of £213.28.  
The Parish Council is pleased to note that WCC Highways has fitted a new drain into the low spot by the grass verge around the pond and made this area good.

b.  Registration of Pond Green:  the Parish Council is pleased to have received confirmation that the proposed registration of Pond Green as a Village Green has been completed.
c.  Maintenance programme for 2008/09:  Devizes Anglers have not yet removed the surplus fish from the pond.   

d.  Sponsorship of the ducks:  sponsorship of the ducks has been very successful for the current year raising £100 towards their upkeep, but it was agreed that members of the public would not be requested to sponsor the ducks for 2009.  Donations are of course always welcomed by the Friends of the Pond.

e.  Maintenance of trees by the pond:  after discussion it was agreed that further works to the trees by the pond would be put on hold and this matter would be re-visited in 6 months time.  
7.  Footpaths/Byways:  

a.  Haggs Lane:  a load of planings is due to be delivered for re-surfacing The Paddock end of the path.  Rights of Way group has kindly agreed to carry out this work.

b.  The Paddock/Bowdens:  repairs are still needed to the damaged length of footpath.                 Clerk

c.  Footpaths within the Parish:  other footpaths that require maintenance work have been added to the Highways Working Party’s work programme.





                  HWP
8.  Highways:  to receive update from Highways Working Party:  
a.  Working party meeting of 18.9.08.  Notes from this meeting had been circulated to all members in advance of the meeting and they were accepted.  Work to the highways has been prioritised by the Working Party.  Cllr Read would be asked to apply for a grant from KDC for works to improve the street-scape and safety of the Parish.  Afternote:  This grant was not successful.
b.  Junction of A342 and High Street, Wedhampton:  following the site meeting in Wedhampton with Cllrs Dutton, Batt and Rod Gibbs from WCC, a letter has been received from WCC stating that as there are no reported injury collisions at this junction, this means that it doesn’t feature on the current cluster site list for priority funding within the Local Safety Scheme List.  There is however a process for implementing a Traffic Regulation Order backed up by providing signing and road narrowing if appropriate.  The Parish Council will investigate the possibility of taking this up with the County Council’s Traffic Manager, subject to grants becoming available for such work. 







       Clerk
c.  Bus Service:  Enquiries are still to be made regarding the introduction of the new bus service through Lydeway and Urchfont.









        Clerk
d.  For-Sale vehicles on the highway:  reports have been received regarding vehicles ‘For-Sale’ in the lay-by on the A342 between Lydeway and the turning into Greengate Road, Wedhampton.  This will be reported to the police for investigation.








 AD
9.  Street Lighting:

a.  Part night lighting in the Parish:  Consultations have taken place with the Police and Fire Service over switching to part-night lighting in certain areas of the Parish.  The Fire & Rescue Service have no adverse comments with the suggestions.  A reply is still awaited from the Police.                              Clerk
b.  Commando Socket by the Pond:  this work is in hand.
c.  New Light in Back Street:  Consultations have taken place with the immediate neighbours to the proposed new light to be installed outside ‘The Lanterns’.  There are no objections to this proposal so this work will be budgeted for in 2009/10.

10.  Rubbish bins:  The new rubbish bins have been delivered and it was agreed that Geoff Potter would be asked to quote for the erection of these bins.  The Clerk will contact Mr Potter. 

 Clerk/RT
11.  Litter Campaign:   
KDC will be asked for litter signs and Urchfont School will be asked if the children would like to provide some posters similar to the Road Safety posters that were displayed around the Parish a couple of years ago.  The litter picker list will be updated.  These matters are in hand.  


                   Clerk

12.   Chipper/ Shredder:  the visit by the chipper and operator on Friday 24 October was advertised in the October edition of ‘News & Views’.  The gate to the playing field will be unlocked in advance.       Clerk
13.  Urchfont Village signs:  A price is still awaited for the installation of the signs.  Phil Milanes has offered to make wooden frames for the signs at a cost of £500 per sign.  These frames would also have to be lacquered/varnished.  This was agreed in principle but more information would be obtained from Phil.
14.  Health & Safety Risk Assessments:  after discussion the following risk assessment for Amenities was agreed:
	        Risk
	Probability
	Impact
	Mitigating Action

	 

Loss of support from 'Friends of Farmer's Field'
	Low
	Low
	Communication and support

	 

Loss of support from Pond working group
	Low
	Low
	Communication and support

	 

Loss of support from other village volunteers, eg litter pickers, Christmas lights
	Low
	Low
	Communication and support

	Pond
	 
	 
	 

	Public use of pond
	Low
	High
	Insurance and warning signs

	Safe working in and around pond by volunteers
	Low
	High
	Letter to volunteers - Conditions of Use

	 

Danger of contracting Weil's Disease
	Low
	High
	Letter to volunteers - Conditions of Use

	Farmer's Field
	 
	 
	 

	Safe use of strimmers and other equipment at Farmer's Field
	Low
	Medium
	Friends of Farmer's Field'  to carry out own Risk Assessments

	Use/non-use of chemicals in Farmer's Field
	Low
	Medium
	

	Safe working in wet area
	Low
	Medium
	

	 

Use of power equipment and chemicals
	Low
	Medium
	

	Triangle
	 
	 
	 

	Safe working on Triangle by volunteers
	Low
	High
	Volunteers wear high visibility jackets

	 

Loss of volunteer
	Medium
	Low
	Request more volunteers

	General
	 
	 
	 

	Risk of injury when using community skips
	Low
	Low
	Skips are supervised by volunteers


It was agreed that organisations using Pond Green and other areas managed by the Parish Council, should be requested to provide their own Risk Assessments prior to the event.
15.  Finance:  the following account details for Amenities as at 1.10.08 was accepted:
	Farmer's Field
	Income
	Expenditure
	Balance

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	689.25
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	0.00
	 
	 

	07.05.08
	Nest boxes
	 
	104.25
	 

	02.06.08
	Grant from Scarecrow Festival
	300.00
	 
	 

	04.06.08
	Plants for scrape & batteries for mower
	 
	258.20
	 

	25.06.08
	Refreshments for barbecue
	 
	46.31
	 

	23.07.08
	Donation in memory of Clifford Brent
	60.00
	 
	 

	 
	Balance at 1.10.08
	1,049.25
	408.76
	£640.49

	Pond
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	566.31
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	1,000.00
	 
	 

	02.06.08
	Grant from Scarecrow Festival
	150.00
	 
	 

	04.06.08
	Duck feed & vet bills
	 
	91.01
	 

	16.07.08
	Wessex Water - installation of water hydrant
	 
	640.40
	 

	Apr-July
	Sponsorship of ducks
	100.00
	 
	 

	22.08.08
	Wessex Water - reinstatement of Pond verge
	 
	213.28
	 

	 
	Balance at 1.10.08
	1,816.31
	944.69
	£871.62

	Skips/Chipper
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	5.90
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	940.00
	 
	 

	12.06.08
	Amenity skips April - June 2008
	 
	240.00
	 

	01.10.08
	Amenity skips July - Sept 2008
	 
	210.00
	 

	 
	Balance at 1.10.08
	945.90
	450.00
	£495.90

	Notice boards
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	9.68
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	100.00
	 
	 

	09.06.08
	Oil for notice boards
	 
	12.00
	 

	16.07.08
	Maintenance of notice boards
	 
	80.00
	 

	 
	Balance at 1.10.08
	109.68
	92.00
	£17.68

	Amenities Contingency 
	 
	 
	 

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	180.60
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	250.00
	 
	 

	14.05.08
	Wedhampton notice for new board plus key
	 
	33.75
	 

	27.05.08
	Cleansing grant from KDC
	500.00
	 
	 

	03.07.08
	Works to ash tree by pond
	 
	35.25
	 

	17.09.08
	Purchase of 4 rubbish bins
	 
	601.00
	 

	 
	Balance at 1.10.08
	930.60
	670.00
	£260.60


16.  Recycling bins at The Croft:  it was confirmed that KDC has been asked to remove the recycling bins from the top of The Croft at the end of this year.  Notices have been placed in ‘News & Views’ to this effect and a laminated notice will be put at the top of The Croft. 




        Clerk
17.  The Paddock Amenity Land:  this matter is on hold awaiting further information from KDC.

18.  Matters for Report:  
a.   Reorganisation of Amenities Committee:  it was agreed that a recommendation would be made to full council that responsibilities of Amenities Committee should be restructured and that Highways Working Party should become a Standing Committee with responsibility for the street-scape of the Parish.

b.  Speed Limits in the Parish:  concern was expressed over the speed of some vehicles on the B3098 through Urchfont.  Highways will be asked if interactive speeding signs can be provided.    

19.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 4 February 2009. 
Signed:  ……………………………………………      Date  …………………………………
