Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee of Urchfont Parish Council
held on Wednesday 7 May 2008 at Urchfont Manor
Present:  Cllrs Dutton (Chairman), Batt, Cannon, Myers, Newell, Thomas,

co-opted member Michael McDonald and the Clerk.
There were no members of the public present.


                                                  Action
1.   Welcome – Cllr Dutton has taken over chairmanship of this committee.  Cllr Myers was welcomed to his first meeting of the Amenities Committee, together with Michael McDonald - co-opted to represent ‘Friends of Farmer’s Field’.

2.   Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Masterson and co-opted members Elaine Bancroft and 

Phil Milanes. 
3.   Declarations of Interest – none.
4.   Minutes of the meeting held on 6 February 2008 were signed as a correct record of proceedings.

5.  Matters arising from the minutes – all covered as separate agenda items.
6.  Farmer’s Field.
a.  Maintenance programme for 2008-09 - hedges, trees & the scrape:  Mr McDonald reported that the scrape is holding water and funding is being obtained to pay for margin plants to be planted around the scrape.   16 bird boxes have been installed.  The trees themselves do not require any work but thistles are an ongoing problem.  The hedge alongside the road will need some attention.  
b.  Promotion of Farmer’s Field as an Amenity Area:  Mr McDonald reported that the website is currently being updated and articles have appeared in Redhorn and News & Views.
7.   The Pond. 

a.   Wessex Water & installation of standpipe connection adjacent to the pond:  installation of the
hydrant to be set into the grass verge by the pond is in hand.

           RT

b.  Registration of Pond Green:  Cllr Newell reported that the consultation’s advertising period had now ended and he is not aware of any objections to the proposed registration of Pond Green as a Village Green.

c.  Maintenance programme for 2008/09:  Elaine Bancroft had requested permission for some of the fish to be removed from the pond to the lake in Crookwood Lane.  This was approved.   It was agreed that drainage on the highway and verges around the pond needed improvement and this matter would be referred to County Cllr Jerry Willmott who has offered his assistance in the past.                              Clerk
d.  Sponsorship of the ducks:  It was confirmed that 5 ducks have been sponsored by members of the public and certificates will be provided in due course.





       Clerk
8.  The Triangle:  provision of compost/plants for 2008:  the Clerk confirmed that 6 bags of compost had been provided for June Turnbull’s use on The Triangle.  A letter of thanks had been received.     







9.  The Paddock Amenity Land:  transfer of land from KDC to Parish Council:  No progress to date
10.  Top Green - maintenance programme:  the Clerk reported that the Parish Contractor had removed the moles from Top Green as requested and has repaired the bare patches at Top Green.
11.  Unitary Council -  suggestions for delegated functions to the Parish:  Cllrs Newell & Masterson attended a meeting with WCC in Devizes on 14 April.  It appears that funding will follow delegated functions.  It has been agreed that grass cutting in the Parish could be carried out more efficiently if it was the responsibility of the Parish Council.  Other possibilities for consideration are street lights and small road works such as potholes.   
12.  Footpaths/Byways:

a.  Haggs Lane:  The Parish Council has written to Geoff Potter to thank him for the work he has carried out to separate the footpath from Hales Farm.  There is still no progress from WCC on the opening up of this footpath for disabled access.  The Clerk will again contact Esther Daly at Highways to urge her to remove the barrier at The Paddock end of the path.
  There are also concerns over the lack of a fence between the footpath and The Lamb car park.  





                   Clerk 
b.  The Paddock/Bowdens:  The Clerk will again remind KDC that work is needed to repair the footpath between The Paddock & Bowdens, where tree roots have disturbed the surface of the path.
        Clerk  
13.   Street Lighting: 
a.  Part night lighting and shading of lights against glare – Cllr Newell presented a paper with preliminary recommendations following responses from The Orchard & Walnut Close.  It appears that the majority of residents in The Orchard would like street lights to be switched off from 12.00 midnight to 5.30am but there are conflicting views from the residents of Walnut Close.  There has been one request for shading of lights against glare and this will be progressed.





       Clerk  

b.   – ditto - Bowdens, Manor Close, The Paddock & Wedhampton:   consultation in progress.
c.  New Light in Back Street:  the cost for an extra light to be installed outside The Lanterns in Back St. 

is £1478 for a Heritage style Abbey Lantern.  This would need to be budgeted for in 2009/10.  It was confirmed that street lights in the main roads around Urchfont would not be switched to part-night lighting.
d.  Commando Socket by Pond:  the Clerk has requested KDC to proceed with the installation of  the Commando Socket by the pond from which electricity could be supplied for Christmas lights, etc.       Clerk
e.  Heritage Lamps:  it was agreed that the present lights are unsightly, particularly in the Conservation Area.   It was further agreed that Heritage style Abbey Lanterns would be fitted when replacement lanterns are required around the parish.  Cllr Newell and the Clerk will draw up a programme of lights in order of priority for conversion to Heritage style lamps.




  
            PN/Clerk
14.  Amenity skips and rubbish bins:  A litter bin is still required for Stonepit Lane.


RT

15.  Litter Campaign:   It was agreed that the litter picker list should be reviewed and updated.  
Residents will be requested via ‘News & Views’ to clear any litter they see and volunteers will be requested to look after their particular roads.








       Clerk

Unfortunately the rubbish bins were not emptied after the Scarecrow Festival.  As it will be another week before the parish contractor empties the bins, members volunteered to empty bins as necessary.
16.   Chipper/ Shredder:  it was agreed that the Clerk would arrange a date in September/October for Ian Pocock’s operator and chipper to visit Urchfont






       Clerk
17.  Notice Boards: 

a.  Wedhampton notice board: it was agreed that the ‘Wedhampton’ sign for the new notice board would be funded out of Amenities.

b.  Maintenance of notice boards:  a price has been received from Trevor Hill to treat the notice boards in the parish.  This was approved and Cllr Masterson will obtain the oil for such treatment.

c.  Installation of notice board at Foxley Fields:  on hold.

18.  Urchfont Village signs:  Cllr Newell and Richard Hawkins have met with representatives from Ringway and WCC who have been very helpful.  Richard Hawkins will provide a final design and Ringway will come back with quotes for wooden and metal signs.  Thanks to Richard for his efforts in this.    PN/RH

19.  Health & Safety Risk Assessments:  The working party consisting of Cllrs Thomas, Masterson and the Clerk are arranging a meeting to write brief audit recommendations, with a check list for The Triangle, the Pond and Farmer’s Field.
  



                                                RT/JM/Clerk
20.  Recycling skips at The Croft:  on hold.
21.  Matters for Report:
a.  BT Phone Kiosks in High Street, Urchfont and in Wedhampton:  the missing pane of glass in the kiosk in High Street, Urchfont has been replaced and the kiosk is due to be re-painted.  BT has a programme in place to remove un-used phone kiosks and the kiosk in Wedhampton is listed for removal.  This will be discussed at the Wedhampton Residents meeting to be held shortly.  Cllr Dutton will report back.













AD

22.  Date of next meeting – 6 August 2008
Signed:  ……………………………………………      Date  …………………………………
