Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee of Urchfont Parish Council
held on Wednesday 30 September 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall
Present:  Cllrs Dutton (Chairman), Mitchell, Myers, Thomas,

 co-opted members Elaine Bancroft, Phil Milanes and the Clerk.
There was one member of the public present.


                                                  

























   


Action
1.   Apologies for absence received from Cllrs Batt & Masterson.
2.   Declarations of Interest – none.
3.   Minutes of the meeting held on 5 August 2009 were signed as a correct record of proceedings.

4.  Matters arising from the minutes:

a.   Farmer’s Field:  Phil Milanes reported that the ‘Friends of Farmer’s Field’ would shortly be cutting the hedges and thinning trees.  A meeting is being arranged with Steve Russell, County Forestry Officer, to decide on future action.  There is evidence that bats are present in Farmer’s Field and it is hoped that bee hives can be introduced to Farmer’s Field in the future.  
b.  The Pond:   Elaine Bancroft reported that the surplus fish had been removed from the pond and a cheque is awaited from the Devizes Angling Club.  She also reported that the present duck hut is becoming unusable and the ‘Friends of the Pond’ are requesting funding for a new hut, ideally to be available for the winter.  Cllr Thomas reported that the water hydrant has now been returned to Wessex Water.  

Regarding maintenance of pond wall, John & Carole Snook have given permission for young seedlings to be removed from the wall and Phil Milanes & Cllr Thomas will put this work in hand.                          PM/RT

5.   Haggs Lane:  following the offer from the landowner to transfer ownership of the strip of land known as Haggs Lane to the Parish Council, after much discussion it was agreed that Mr & Mrs Potter should be thanked for their generous offer, but in view of the fact that the Parish Council would have to engage a solicitor to draw up the paperwork, and may be financially liable for future maintenance, it was felt that it would be an unnecessary expense for the Parish Council.  A proposal was made by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr Myers and agreed unanimously to make this recommendation to full Council.
Afternote:  following on from the meeting, it was ascertained that Mr & Mrs Potter have decided not to go ahead with the offer of transfer of ownership.
6.  Finance:  

a.   Receipts and payments as at 30.09.09 were received.  Appendix I.
b.   Budget for Amenities Committee for 2010/11 was agreed as per Appendix II.

7.  Date of next meeting:  4 November 2009.
Signed:  ..............................................      Date:   ..................................

