Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee of Urchfont Parish Council
held on Wednesday 6 August 2008 at Urchfont Manor
Present:  Cllrs Dutton (Chairman), Batt, Cannon, Myers, Thomas,

co-opted members Elaine Bancroft, Sean Donlon & Phil Milanes and the Clerk.
There were no members of the public present.


                                                  Action
1.   Welcome & Apologies – Cllr Dutton welcomed Cllr Donlon who has agreed to be co-opted to the Amenities Committee to represent the Highways Working Party.  All members were in favour of this co-option.   Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Masterson. 
2.   Declarations of Interest – none.
3.   Minutes of the meeting held on 7 May 2008 were signed as a correct record of proceedings.

4.  Matters arising from the minutes – all covered as separate agenda items.
5.  Farmer’s Field.
a.  Maintenance programme for 2008-09 - hedges, trees & the scrape:  Phil Milanes reported that tests are being taken on the soil before preparing for wild flower planting.  The crowns of the trees need raising and hedge cutting will be taking place.  Mark Goddard has been asked to quote for cutting the very top of the hedge and for cutting a path through the centre of the permissive path.  Phil offered to chase this up.












PM 
b.  Promotion of Farmer’s Field as an Amenity Area:  Phil Milanes reported that the website is currently being updated and articles have appeared in Redhorn and News & Views.  Publicity needs to be increased and more feed-back from the public would be appreciated.  The ‘Friends’ are considering installing an extra gate at the far end of the field that would lead into the permissive path.
6.   The Pond. 

a.   Wessex Water & installation of standpipe connection adjacent to the pond:  the water hydrant has now been installed at a cost of £640.40.  Unfortunately it is further into the road than expected and will have to be coned off when in use.  A standpipe will have to be hired from Trowbridge when required.
b.  Registration of Pond Green:  the Parish Council awaits confirmation that the proposed registration of Pond Green as a Village Green has been completed.
c.  Maintenance programme for 2008/09:  It was agreed that Cllr Thomas & Phil Milanes would carry out a visual maintenance check of the pond wall.  


                                               RT/PM

Elaine Bancroft reported that Devizes Anglers have agreed to remove some of the fish and take to the lake in Crookwood Lane.  They would like to give a donation to Urchfont Church and this was approved.  The rat situation is under control at present. 
d.  Sponsorship of the ducks:  It was confirmed that 10 ducks have been sponsored by members of the public putting £100 into the funds for the pond.  Unfortunately 4 ducks have been ‘dumped’ on the pond and they are causing unrest amongst the existing duck population.  The situation will be monitored and if necessary the ducks will be removed.  

e.  Maintenance of trees by the pond:  Cllr Cannon reported that works had taken place to the ash tree by the pond to make it safe.  Ian Pocock had carried out this work at a cost of £35.25.  Two quotations have been received for on-going maintenance work to the tree and a further quotation will be obtained via KDC’s list of approved contractors.  








           CC
7.  Footpaths/Byways:  

a.  Haggs Lane:  WCC has removed the barrier at The Paddock end of Haggs Lane and the path is now accessible to wheelchair users, although a delivery of planings is awaited to re-surface The Paddock end of the path.  The fence needs re-wiring in places and WCC will supply ‘No Cycling’ signs.  Wadworths have installed wooden fencing at The Lamb end of the footpath and the Parish Council is informed that there is no requirement from WCC for any type of fencing between the upper level of the car park and the foot-path.  This would be for the pub to decide on and arrange.
b.  The Paddock/Bowdens:  repairs are still needed to the damaged length of footpath.                 Clerk

c.  Other footpaths within the Parish:  there are concerns over the condition of the footpath that runs alongside the church and the path that runs down from High Street, Urchfont to Friar’s Lane/The Bottom.  These concerns will be passed onto WCC Highways Department and added to the Highways Working Party’s work programme.








        HWP/Clerk
8.  Highways:  to receive update from Highways Working Party:  
a.  Bus Service:  Cllr Donlon reported that a new bus service is operating between Devizes and Urchfont every hour and apparently the Bus Company is going to put bus stops in the lay-bys at Lydeway and will carry out a feasibility study on putting a pedestrian crossing over the A342 at Lydeway.  The Parish Council welcomes this action but is surprised that it has not been kept informed by the Bus Company and at the lack of publicity.  Enquiries will be made.                                                                                      Clerk

It was suggested that the Highways Working Party should carry out a review of buses and the times that they come through the Parish.


         





        HWP
b.   Friar’s Lane Road Closure:   there will be a requirement to close Friar’s Lane while certain building works take place to Friar’s Cottage.  The Highways Working Party is in contact with David Kinnaird regarding this matter.










        HWP
c.  Stonepit Lane:  A request had been received from a parishioner for the verge to be cleared along the B3098 leading up from Stonepit Lane towards The Paddock.  WCC Highways has inspected the site and confirms there is some scope to cut back the vegetation to allow passage for pedestrians.  This work will be undertaken within the next 4 weeks.  The verge will however be uneven underfoot.

d.  Consultation with Wedhampton residents regarding entry/exit to High Street, Wedhampton from the A342:  Cllr Dutton reported that there had been a good response to the questionnaires that had been circulated around Wedhampton.  A report had been sent to members in advance of the meeting showing that option c. ‘to prohibit exit from Wedhampton but allow incoming traffic’ had been the favoured choice.  There may be problems with large lorries that would have to turn having delivered to the top end of the High Street, but they could be encouraged to enter Wedhampton at that end of the High Street and exit at the junction near to Lydeway.  It was also suggested that visitors to Wedhampton should be advised of the danger of exiting the village at this junction.   Cllr Dutton undertook to ascertain ownership of the rough piece of land at the High Street junction with A342.  A site meeting will be arranged with Rod Gibbs of WCC Highways and Cllrs Donlon, Dutton & Batt.              
          SD/AD/JB
e.  Road conditions in general through the Parish:  everyone is urged to report all potholes and problems on the highway to Clarence. 







            All 

9.  Street Lighting:

a.  Part night lighting in the Parish:  a report had been circulated in advance of the meeting showing the reaction from residents in Bowdens, Manor Close and The Paddock, Urchfont, and with Wedhampton, to the suggestion that certain lights be switched to part-night lighting.  A previous report had been received from the residents of Walnut Close and The Orchard, Urchfont.  It was agreed that the proposals contained within these reports to switch certain lights to part-night lighting, be accepted and money has already been set aside which will cover this cost.  
Consultations will now take place with the Police and Fire Service.                                                   Clerk
b.  Commando Socket by the Pond:  this work is in hand.

c.  New Light in Back Street:  it was agreed that the cost for an extra light to be installed outside The Lanterns in Back Street would be included in the budget request.  Consultations will take place with residents to confirm that they are in agreement with the fitting of this new light.  



        Clerk
d.  Heritage Lamps:  following discussion over the replacement of existing lights with ‘Heritage’ style lights, particularly in the Conservation Area, it was agreed that a recommendation would be made to Chairmen’s Committee that the cost of this should be put on hold until 2010/11.




10.  Rubbish bins:  It was agreed, with one vote against, that new bins would be purchased for the top of The Croft, Stonepit Lane lay-by and alongside the path between The Paddock and Bowdens.  Larger free-standing ‘Heritage’ bins would be purchased for outside Hanover House and at the Cemetery (CAP).  These would be funded from the £500 Cleansing Grant received from KDC. 



RT
11.  Litter Campaign:   
It was regretted that extra rubbish bins were required as it was felt that people should be encouraged to take their litter home with them.  KDC will be asked for litter signs and Urchfont School will be asked if the children would like to provide some posters similar to the Road Safety posters that were displayed around the Parish a couple of years ago.  The litter picker list will be updated.   


                  Clerk

12.   Chipper/ Shredder:  the Clerk confirmed that Ian Pocock would be providing a chipper and operator to visit Urchfont on the morning of Friday 24 October for a maximum of 4 hours.  This will be advertised in the October issue of ‘News & Views’.  






       Clerk
13.  Notice Boards:  the Clerk confirmed that Trevor Hill has undertaken to check the Parish notice boards every six months and to rub them down and treat with oil.  He will report any problems found.
14.  Urchfont Village signs:  the Clerk reported that quotations had been received from Ringway for the supply of bespoke ‘Urchfont’ signs.  Ringway has been unable to source a wooden frame but had quoted for an aluminium frame with a wood effect or a black satin paint finish.  Price per sign would be £877.40 for the black satin paint finish, plus a cost of £35 for each of the extra supplementary plates.  A price is still awaited for the installation of the signs.  It was agreed to request funding for three of these signs in the budget for 2009/10.  Phil Milanes offered to look into providing wooden frames for the signs.

15.  Health & Safety Risk Assessments:  it was agreed that members would look at risk assessments for Amenities Committee and come back to the next meeting with recommendations.

            All
	16.  Finance:  a.  Review of costs and budget for 2008/09.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Farmer's Field
	Income
	Expenditure
	Balance

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	689.25
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	0.00
	 
	 

	07.05.08
	Nest boxes
	 
	104.25
	 

	02.06.08
	Grant from Scarecrow Festival
	300.00
	 
	 

	04.06.08
	Plants for scrape & batteries for mower
	 
	258.20
	 

	25.06.08
	Refreshments for barbecue
	 
	46.31
	 

	23.07.08
	Donation in memory of Clifford Brent
	60.00
	 
	 

	 
	Balance at 31.7.08
	1,049.25
	408.76
	£640.49

	Pond
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	566.31
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	1,000.00
	 
	 

	02.06.08
	Grant from Scarecrow Festival
	150.00
	 
	 

	04.06.08
	Duck feed & vet bills
	 
	91.01
	 

	16.07.08
	Wessex Water - installation of water hydrant
	 
	640.40
	 

	Apr-July
	Sponsorship of ducks
	100.00
	 
	 

	 
	Balance at 31.7.08
	1,816.31
	731.41
	£1,084.90

	Skips/Chipper
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	5.90
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	940.00
	 
	 

	12.06.08
	Amenity skips April - June 2008
	 
	240.00
	 

	 
	Balance at 31.7.08
	945.90
	240.00
	£705.90

	Notice boards
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	9.68
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	100.00
	 
	 

	09.06.08
	Oil for notice boards
	 
	12.00
	 

	16.07.08
	Maintenance of notice boards
	 
	80.00
	 

	 
	Balance at 31.7.08
	109.68
	92.00
	£17.68

	Amenities Contingency
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01.04.08
	B/fwd
	180.60
	 
	 

	16.04.08
	Precept
	250.00
	 
	 

	14.05.08
	Wedhampton notice for new board + key 
	 
	33.75
	 

	27.05.08
	Cleansing grant from KDC
	500.00
	 
	 

	03.07.08
	Works to ash tree by pond
	 
	35.25
	 

	 
	Balance at 31.7.08
	930.60
	69.00
	£861.60


b.  Budget requirements for 2009/10.  After discussion, the following was agreed and a proposal will be put forward for approval.
	Budget requirements for 2009/10 
	Balance at 31.7.08
	Estimated balance at 31.3.09
	Requirement for 2009/10

	 
	Farmer's Field
	640
	400 
	200 

	 
	School Parking
	2,000
	2,000
	0 

	 
	Pond
	1,084
	800 
	0 

	 
	Top Green
	250
	250
	0 

	 
	The Triangle
	100
	80
	100 

	 
	The Paddock amenity land - grass cutting
	630
	630 
	170 

	 
	Skips.  28 skips @ £35 = £980
	600
	0
	980 

	 
	Chipper + operator.  4 hrs @ £25 = £100
	100
	0
	120 

	 
	Notice boards maintenance. £80 x 2 a year + oil  £12
	17
	-63
	235 

	 
	Street lighting:  
	
	 
	 

	 
	  Photo-cells for part-night lighting ( 30 @ £45 each )
	1,350 
	0 
	0 

	 
	  Lighting Commando socket by pond (£355)
	355 
	0 
	0 

	 
	  Extra light in Back Street (£1,478)
	295 
	295 
	2,000 

	 
	  Replacement of existing lanterns (£1,375 ea)
	0 
	0 
	0 

	 
	Village signs
	1,000
	1,000 
	2,500 

	 
	Contingency + possible works to trees
	861
	360 
	250 


Total precept requirement for Amenities committee = £6,555                                          Ch.Cttee
17.  Recycling bins at The Croft:  there have been further complaints from residents of The Croft regarding the noise and disturbance from people using the bins at unsocial hours.  After discussion it was agreed that a recommendation would be made to full Council that these bins be removed.  Due notice would have to be given via ‘News & Views’.







  Ch.Cttee
18.  Matters for Report:
a.  BT Phone Kiosk in Wedhampton:   BT has a programme in place to remove un-used phone kiosks and the draft decision reached by KDC has been received, agreeing to removal of the Wedhampton kiosk.

19.  Date of next meeting – changed from 15.10.08 to Wednesday 8 October 2008.
Signed:  ……………………………………………      Date  …………………………………
