



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL 
 held in Urchfont Village Hall on Wednesday 19th May 2010

Present :  Councillors Mitchell (Chairman), Batt, Donlon, Clifton-Page, Culligan, Myers, 

Newell, Stephens, County Cllr Grundy and the Parish Clerk
, together with the Assistant Parish Clerk















  Public Participation:  there were no members of the public present.
04.10.01.   Introduction and Welcome:  Cllr Mitchell welcomed the members to the AGM, highlighting the appointment of three new Councillors Liz Clifton-Page, Colette Culligan and Dave Mottram.   
04.10.02.   Chairman :  to elect Chairman and sign Acceptance of Office.

Cllr Nicky Mitchell was proposed by Cllr Newell, seconded by Cllr Stephens and elected unanimously.  The Acceptance of Office was signed.
04.10.03.   Apologies :  to receive apologies, to approve reasons for absence and to sign the Attendance Register.   Apologies were received from Cllrs Batt, Mottram and Thomas and the Attendance Register was signed by those Councillors present.  

04.10.04.   Vice-Chairman :  to elect Vice-Chairman and sign Acceptance of Office.
Cllr Peter Newell was proposed by Cllr Stephens, seconded by Cllr Donlon and elected unanimously. The Acceptance of Office was signed.
04.10.05.  Declaration of Interests :  to declare any personal/prejudicial interests in items on the agenda.  There were no declarations of interest.
04.10.06.  Election of Chairmen and Members of Standing Committees of the Council :

a. Amenities Committee :   the election of Cllr David Myers was proposed by Cllr Donlon, seconded by Cllr Holt and agreed unanimously.  Members would be Cllrs Batt and Culligan.
b. Cemetery, Allotments and Playing Field Committee :  the election of Cllr Royston Thomas was proposed by Cllr Holt, seconded by Cllr Newell and agreed unanimously. Members would be Cllrs Donlon and Mottram.
c. Consultation Committee :   The election of Cllr Jim Batt was proposed by Cllr Donlon and seconded by Cllr Clifton-Page.  This was agreed unanimously.  Cllrs Mitchell, Newell and Holt would be members of this Committee.
d. Highways Committee :  It was proposed by Cllr Holt and seconded by Cllr Clifton-Page that Cllr Andy Stephens should chair this Committee.  This was agreed unanimously.  Members would be Cllrs Clifton-Page, Donlon and Thomas.
e. Planning Committee :  The election of Cllr Simon Holt was proposed by Cllr Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Newell.  This was agreed unanimously.  All Cllrs were members of the Planning Committee.
The Chairman and Vice-Chairman were declared ex-officio members of all Committees.
04.10.07.    Representatives :  the following representatives were confirmed :

a.   Devizes Community Area Planning Partnership – It was proposed by Cllr Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Donlon that Cllr Simon Holt represent the Parish Council. 

b.  Devizes Area Board – It was proposed by Cllr Holt and seconded by Cllr Newell that Cllr Nicky Mitchell represent the Parish Council.   Cllr Batt would also attend meetings.

c.  Urchfont Village Hall Management Committee – It was proposed by Cllr Donlon and seconded by Cllr Clifton-Page that Cllr Nicky Mitchell represent the Parish Council.  
d.   Kennet Area Police/Community Consultative Group ​– these Groups had been disbanded and therefore no representatives were required.

e.   Army Training Estate liaison – It was proposed by Cllr Clifton-Page and seconded by Cllr Stephens that Cllr Batt continue to represent the Parish Council.    
04.10.08.  Finance :  the following Appointments were confirmed:

a.   Councillor to Monitor Accounts – It was proposed by Cllr Stephens, seconded by Cllr Culligan and agreed unanimously that Cllr David Myers should be re-appointed to this position.  

b.   Internal Auditor – It was proposed by Cllr Newell and seconded by Cllr Holt that Paul Papworth-Smith from Wedhampton continue to act as Internal Audit for the Parish Council.  This was agreed unanimously.

04.10.9.  List of Members, Programme, Venue for Meetings of Full Council and Committees :  After various amendments were requested, the Clerk would amend the list and re-publish.  The previously agreed programme of meetings was accepted.  










ACTION : Clerk
04.10.10.  Annual Subscriptions:  Approval of the following subscriptions :

      a.  Community First  £36 – 2010/11
  b.  Wiltshire Association of Local Councils £329.54 2010/11
      c.  Campaign for the Protection of Rural England £29 2010/11
  d.  Society of Local Council Clerks £95 2010/00
  e.  Local Councils Update £65 2010/11
It was proposed by Cllr Newell, seconded by Cllr Donlon and agreed unanimously that these payments should be approved en bloc.
04.10.11.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting of the Council held on 17th March 2010 - The minutes of the meeting of 17th March 2010 were proposed by Cllr Mitchell, seconded by Cllr Donlon and agreed unanimously.  The Chairman then signed them as a true record of the meeting.  

04.10.12.   Matters Arising from the Minutes:   to receive reports on matters not covered as separate agenda items:

a.     03.10.08.c.   Chairmen’s  Committee – (xii) Flood Prevention Working Party   
After discussion it was agreed that this Working Party would now be under the auspices of the Highways Committee rather than the Chairmen’s Committee.  This decision would be ratified at the next Highways Committee.  Cllr Myers expressed an interest in joining the Working Party.   
04.10.13.  Finance :
Cllr Myers reported back on Banks charging for set-off facilities.  At present the Parish Council had cancelled their two Standing Orders in order to avoid incurring charges with Lloyds Bank.  It was agreed after discussion that the Clerk would monitor the Bank Account to check on unpresented cheques and, if necessary, make arrangements to move monies into the Account.  It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council carry on banking with Lloyds Bank and not to enter into Standing Orders.









ACTION : Clerk
a.  Internal Audit and Annual Governance Statement -  the Clerk reported that the Internal Audit was presently being completed and would be returned to the Parish Council by mid-June when the books would then be passed on to the External Auditor. After discussion it was agreed that once the Annual Governance Statement had been completed it would be signed and approved. 

b.  Draft Accounts for 2009/10 - The accounts had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  It was proposed by Cllr Newell, seconded by Cllr Myers and agreed unanimously that the Accounts be accepted. The Annual Return would be completed and sent to the External Auditors.







            
c.  Statement of Accounts:  It was proposed by Cllr Myers and seconded by Cllr Mitchell, the Statement of Accounts as at 30.4.09 be received and agreed.  
d.  To ratify the Assistant Clerk’s Salary Increase – It was proposed by Cllr Myers and seconded by Cllr Donlon and unanimously agreed that the Parish Council ratify the Assistant Clerk’s Salary increase by one spinal point from SCP 15 to SCP 16.  

e.  To ratify Mark Goddard’s increase in Contractor’s fees – it was proposed by Cllr Myers, seconded by Cllr Newell and unanimously agreed that the Parish Council ratified this proposal.

04.10.14 :  Church Lane – Correspondence with Carole Henson – The Chairman reported that on the 12th April the Parish Council had received further correspondence from Carole Henson regarding the omission of her letter dated 17th October 2009 addressed to the Chairman of Highways.  The Highways Committee Meeting had been held on 14th October 2009 and therefore it had been too late to include Ms Henson’s letter on the agenda, but once received it was forwarded to all Members of the Highways Committee.  However, it was inadvertently omitted from the List of Correspondence for the Parish Council Meeting Agenda of 18th November 2009.  The Chairman stated that the omission had now been rectified in the Correspondence List attached to the Agenda for the 2010 AGM.  The Chairman then read out in full Ms Henson’s letter of the 17th October 2009.  Members had received a copy of this letter with the AGM Agenda, together with a copy of the letter dated 12th April 2010.  The Chairman then read the Parish Council’s reply dated 23rd April 2010.  Again Members had received copies of these letters sent out with the AGM Agenda. On 6th May 2010 the Parish Council had received a further letter from Ms Henson accepting the Parish Council’s apology but accusing the Parish Council of blatant discrimination and demanding that her letter be read out exactly as another resident of Church Lane, Mrs Jane Stone, had been.  She asked that she be informed when that would happen and this had been done.  In view of the correspondence received over the last few months, it had been decided that the item be included in the 2010 AGM Agenda, entitled ‘Church Lane – Correspondence with Carole Henson’.

At this point the Chairman again extended the apologies of the Parish Council to Ms Henson, but stressed that there was no intention of discrimination in any way, shape or form.  She hoped that by complying with Ms Henson’s request it would help to resolve the situation between her and the Parish Council.

04.10.15 : Community Heartbeat Defibrillator – To Consider How to Take This Forward – The Chairman reported on the presentation and demonstration received at the Open Meeting by Richard Schofield on 24th April 2010.  The matter had received significant interest by parishioners and it was time to take it forward.  After discussion it was agreed that a Working Party be set up looking at specifics to enable an informed decision to be made with regard to the purchase of Defibrillators for the Parish.  The Parish Council had requested funding from the Scarecrow Committee and it was therefore proposed by the Chairman that Sarah Minty, a member of the Scarecrow Committee and Practice Manager at the Lavington Practice, be included in the Working Party. Angela Dutton, Trevor Hill, Barry Hickey and Diz Plank would also be approached by the Chairman and asked if they would consider joining the Working Party.  Two outside sites in Urchfont would be considered, probably the Village Hall and the Community Shop/Pub and the Chairmen of both organisations would be approached.  An appropriate site in Wedhampton, and possibly Lydeway, would also be considered.  Further outlets for funding were discussed which included requesting donations via a leaflet drop of the Parishioners, as well as an approach to the British Heart Foundation.  

It was proposed by Cllr Newell, seconded by Cllr Stephens and unanimously agreed that a Working Party be set up under the auspices of the Chairman. 

04.10.16 : Reports from Committees and Working Parties : It was noted that reports on the Amenities Committee, CAP Committee, Chairmen’s Committee, Consultation Committee, Highways Committee and Planning Committee had been presented to the Annual Parish Meeting held immediately prior to the AGM.  With regard to the Climate Friendly Community Working Party, Cllr Newell requested Council members to agree to him signing the Plain Action contract for a £4,100 grant for the Ecomapping Project.  This was proposed by Cllr Donlon, seconded by Cllr Holt and unanimously agreed.  There was nothing further to report on the Emergency Planning Working Party, the Flood Prevention Working Party.  
04.10.17 :  Annual Parish Meeting and Open Meeting  After discussion, it was agreed that turnout for the Annual Parish Meeting had been disappointing.  Due to legalities over timings, the Annual Parish Meeting could not take place prior to 6.30pm on a week day and it was agreed that in 2011 the Annual Parish Meeting would be joined with an Open Meeting and be held at 6.30pm.      
04.10.18.   External Meetings:  to receive reports on any external meetings attended by Councillors - there were no external meeting reports.
  04.10.19. Correspondence and Emails Received Since Previous Parish Council Meeting :  After discussion, it was agreed that internal correspondence/e-mails would not be included in the List of Correspondence.










ACTION : Clerk

  04.10.20 -  To Receive Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agenda : Cllr Stephens reported that the Gateway Signs had not been erected as searches were at  present being carried out with regard to fibre optic line paths through Urchfont.  It was hoped that the signs would be erected within the next two to three weeks.
  Cllr Culligan spoke of a Wedhampton resident who had erected a beech hedge which residents believed materially altered the appearance of the village. Cllr Newell highlighted the issue of enforcement in an area of conservation and suggested monitoring the situation   

to ensure that the resident complied with the planning decisions.  Cllr Culligan would check what details comprised the conditions of the planning application.











ACTION : Cllr Culligan
  04.10.21 – Date of Next Meeting – it was confirmed that the next meeting of the Full Council would be held on Wednesday 21st July 2010 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall.
Signed ........................................



Date ................................

Chairman
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