MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL 
 held in Urchfont Village Hall on Wednesday 20 May 2009
Present:  Councillors Masterson (Chairman), Batt, Donlon, Dutton, Mitchell, Myers, 
Newell, Read, Stephens, Thomas, County Cllr Willmott and the Clerk
















  Action
Public Participation:  there were no members of the public present.
05.9.01.   Welcome:  Cllr Masterson welcomed County Cllr Jerry Willmott to the AGM.   
05.9.02.   Chairman:  to elect Chairman and sign acceptance of office.

Cllr Jon Masterson was proposed by Cllr Newell, seconded by Cllr Mitchell and elected unanimously. 
The Acceptance of Office was signed.
05.9.03.   Apologies:  to receive apologies, to approve reasons for absence and to sign the Attendance Register.   No apologies – all present.  
05.9.04.   Vice-Chairman:  to elect Vice-Chairman and sign acceptance of office.
Cllr Nicky Mitchell was proposed by Cllr Read, seconded by Cllr Thomas and elected unanimously. 

The Acceptance of Office was signed.
05.9.05.  Declaration of Interests:  to declare any personal/prejudicial interests in items on the agenda.  Cllr Batt declared an interest in item 11.c. and Cllr Newell declared an interest in item 11.b.
05.9.06.  Vacancy on the Parish Council:  to ratify co-option to the Parish Council.   Simon Holt’s personal profile had been circulated to members.  It was proposed by Cllr Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Dutton that the co-option of Mr Holt be ratified.  This was agreed unanimously.

05.9.07.   Election of Chairmen of Standing Committees of the Council:
a. Amenities Committee:   the re-election of Cllr Angela Dutton was proposed by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr Mitchell and agreed unanimously.
b. Cemetery, Allotments & Playing Field Committee:  the re-election of Cllr John Read was proposed by Cllr Dutton, seconded by Cllr Donlon and agreed unanimously.
c. Consultation Committee:  Cllr Newell is standing down as Chairman of this Committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Newell and seconded by Cllr Batt, that Cllr Jon Masterson should chair this Committee.  This was agreed unanimously.

d. Highways Committee:  this new committee has taken over from the Highways working party which came under the remit of Amenities.  It was proposed by Cllr Thomas and seconded by Cllr Dutton that Cllr Andy Stephens should chair this Committee.  This was agreed unanimously.
e. Planning committee:  thanks were expressed to Cllr Nicky Mitchell for having chaired this Committee over the past 3 years.  She is now standing down and it was proposed by Cllr Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Batt that Cllr Peter Newell should chair this Committee.  This was agreed unanimously.

Chairmen are now asked to consider the membership of their committees.

05.9.08.    Representatives:  the following representatives were confirmed:

a.   Devizes Community Area Planning Partnership – Cllr Batt to continue to represent the P.C. and in addition to represent the P.C. on the Devizes Area Board.  Both of these appointments are temporary depending on review by the next Chairmen’s Committee.


  Chair.Cttee
b.   Urchfont Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Dutton to continue to represent the P.C.
c.   Kennet Area Police/Community Consultative Group – being advised that this organisation is not currently active the Council determined not to make an appointment.
d.   Army Training Estate liaison – Cllr Batt to continue to represent the P.C.  It was agreed that liaison between the Parish Council and the Army should be publicised in Parish Magazines.    JM/Clerk
05.9.09.  Finance:  the following appointments were confirmed:

a.   Councillor to monitor Accounts – Cllr Myers has spent some time assisting the Clerk with the accounts’ spread​sheets and he was thanked for this.  It was proposed by Cllr Read, seconded by Cllr Donlon and agreed unanimously that he should be appointed to this position.  

b.   Internal Auditor – Jill Halliday is standing down after having carried out the Internal Audit for many years.  She is thanked for her valued support and for her assistance to the Clerk.  

Paul Papworth-Smith from Wedhampton is willing to take on the work of the Internal Audit for the Parish Council.  This was proposed by Cllr Read, seconded by Cllr Dutton and agreed unanimously.
05.9.10.  Programme & Venue for meetings of full Council & Committees:

The previously agreed programme of meetings was accepted.  
05.9.11.  Annual Subscriptions:  approval of the following subscriptions:

      a.  Community First  …… £36 (09/10)
  b.  Wiltshire Association of Local Councils ... £279 (09/10)

      c.  Campaign for the Protection of Rural England…   £28 (08/09)
  d.  Society of Local Council Clerks ……  £94 (08/09)
  e.  Local Councils Update ...  £65 (08/09)

It was proposed by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr Dutton and agreed unanimously that these payments should continue.
05.9.12.  Minutes of the previous meeting of the Council held on 18.03.09. 
The minutes of the meeting of 18 March 2009 were signed as a correct record.  

05.9.13.   Matters Arising from the minutes:   to receive reports on matters not covered as separate agenda items:

a.     03.9.06.b.     2009/10 Budget:   Cllr Read pointed out that the Youth Group had not received grant funding of £2,000 but may need to apply for a grant later in the year.  

05.9.14.  Finance:

a.  Internal Audit & Annual Governance Statement:  the Clerk reported that the Internal Audit had been completed successfully.  It was agreed that there is a sound system of internal control, including the preparation of the statement of accounts. 

b.  Draft Accounts for 2008/09.  These accounts had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  It was pointed out that one of the reasons the Precept for 2009/10 had not had to be increased was due to the grants received for various works.  It was proposed by Cllr Batt, seconded by Cllr Newell, and agreed unanimously that these accounts be accepted. The Annual Return will now be completed and sent to External Auditors.







            Clerk

c.  Statement of Accounts:  the statement of accounts as at 30.4.08 was received.
05.9.15.  Reports from Chairmen of Standing Committees: 

a.  Amenities Committee:  ‘Friends of Farmer’s Field’ are preparing an area to the left of the pond for wild flowers.  Nesting boxes are being used.  The water level in the pond is low and a standpipe will be hired from Wessex Water for the summer months.  This will be connected to the new water hydrant by the pond.  New rubbish bins are being fitted around the Parish thanks to the Rights of Way Group. 

A meeting of the Flood Prevention working party will be held shortly – the promised gratings have not yet been received.  Wessex Water Board is currently checking for leaks in Wedhampton. 

b.  Cemetery, Allotments & Playing Field Committee:  the CAP Committee is coming to the end of major works.  At the working party of 4 April 2009, cemetery memorials were made safe and in some instances had to be laid down.  Row markers were also inserted at the cemetery & general maintenance work carried out.  The new notice board is awaited.

The Allotment Association has fitted a combination lock to the Bier House and is using it for the storage of tools and equipment.  There are still some tools and equipment to be disposed of.
Work continues on the ball wall at the Playing Field.  The grant of £4000 has been received from KDC.  The Youth group is hoping to organise a Youth Involvement Day and is holding a meeting in June.

c.  Highways Committee:  Safety work is commencing on the re-alignment of the junction of A342 and C248 at Lydeway Garage.  Concerns have been raised by Diz Plank on the impact the road closure will have on their business and she feels that the statutory notice period has not been given.  The Parish Council is in communication with Highways over improved signage.

Requests have been received for extra seats around the Parish.  The Scarecrow Committee has been asked to fund the purchase of 2 seats – one at the junction of Blackboard Lane/ Manor Close and the other at the junction of B3098/ Walnut Close.  The Section 96 Licence for the erection of these seats has been received.  

Bus stop – confirmation has been received that WCC will be installing a bus stop sign in the lay-by adjacent to Lydeway Garage.  An extra grit bin has been acquired and this will be sited in Wedhampton. Speed restrictions at both ends of Urchfont and at Lydeway, plus road markings, will be on the agenda for the Highways Committee. 

d.  Chairmen’s Committee: nothing to report 

e.  Consultation Committee & Unitary Authority:  nothing to report.

f.   Planning Committee:  nothing to report.

05.9.16.  Annual Parish Meeting:  it was agreed that the attendance at these meetings is always disappointing.   The APM in 2010 will be held during the morning of Saturday 24 April and the format may be changed.  The Annual Report was presented at the APM and is now with the printers ready for circulation to all households.  Thanks to Janet Hawkins for her assistance with formatting this.     Clerk
05.9.17.   External Meetings:  to receive reports on any external meetings attended by Councillors.
a.  Cllrs Newell & Batt attended the launch of ‘Plain Action’ which is a follow-on from ‘Sustain the Plain’.  It appears that money is available for communities around Salisbury Plain, in particular where linked with the Military, but not totally.
  05.9.18. Correspondence & e-mails received since previous PC meeting:  with the addition of two letters received regarding part-night lighting, the attached Appendix of correspondence was accepted.  

  05.9.19.   To receive Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda.
a.   Power of Well-Being:  it was reported that eight Councillors and the Clerk had recently attended a training session on the Power of Well-Being.  It is noted that it is the Parish Council’s intention to ratify a Statement of Intent and, subject to the Clerk gaining a qualification under S7 of CiLCA 2008, and subject to all Councillors attending the required training session, to make a resolution at the full Council meeting on 15.7.09 that Urchfont Parish Council meets the requirements and resolves to exercise the Power of Well-Being for the benefit of the community.  

b.   The Club-house:  it was reported that complaints are still being received regarding the noise at night from the paper-shop.  
  c.   Mineral Forum:  Cllr Batt reported that the Mineral Forum is nearing completion and is producing plans at a meeting in Swindon shortly.
  d.   Environmental Nuisance:  it was reported that residents of The Orchard are being disturbed by a mini motorbike being driven around.  This will be referred to the Environmental Health Department.
e. Assistant to the Clerk:  interest has been shown in this position and it is hoped that an assistant  can be appointed to give support with planning matters.

  This is the last full Council meeting that County Cllr Jerry Willmott will attend in Urchfont, as he is standing down at the elections in June.  He thanked the Parish Council for the way in which he had been received over the years.  He congratulated Urchfont on being such a productive, alive and aware Parish Council and suggested that WALC could use the Parish Council as an example of Best Practice.

  In reply, the Chairman thanked Cllr Willmott for his support over the years.  He had been extremely helpful, very responsive and considerate of our issues.

  05.9.20.  Date of next meeting – Wednesday 15 July 2009 in the Conference Room of Urchfont Village Hall.
   Signed: …………………………………………….     Date: …………………………………..
	CORRESPONDENCE & E-MAILS RECEIVED SINCE PREVIOUS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

	11.03.09
	Ambulance Service NHS
	Air Ambulance service 5 yr contract
	circulated to members

	11.03.09
	Age Concern
	Age No Barrier week
	JM

	16.03.09
	Sarsen/Aster Group
	Plans on drainage at Foxley Fields
	Flood Prevention W/P

	15.03.09
	WALC
	News sheet for March 2009
	circulated to members

	18.03.09
	Wiltshire Assy/Council
	Leaflet re Sust. Communities Act
	circulated to members

	18.03.09
	HQ Salisbury Plain
	News sheet for April 2009
	notice boards/members

	19.03.09
	K.Robinson - WCC
	Guest speaker at APM
	JM

	19.03.09
	WCC
	Health Services in Wilts
	JM

	23.03.09
	Nat.Society Allotments
	S.Region Panel meeting 5.4.09
	Allotment Association

	24.03.09
	May Day
	Newsletter - March 09
	PN

	24.03.09
	Allotment Association
	Machines in the Bier House
	JR

	24.03.09
	Mike Wilmott, KDC
	Information on Areas of Minimum Change
	circulated to members

	24.03.09
	Age Concern
	Age No Barrier week - June 2009
	JM

	24.03.09
	SLCC
	Branch newsletter for April 09
	circulated to members

	26.03.09
	Queensbury Shelters
	Advertising brochure
	Admin

	01.04.09
	Rural Services Comm.
	Latest weekly rural focus
	circulated to members

	01.04.09
	WCC. F. de Rhe-Philipe
	Highways matters
	JM

	02.04.09
	Wilts Electoral Services
	Casual vacancy
	JM

	03.04.09
	Midsummer Fair Cttee
	Thanks for grant of £200
	Admin

	03.04.09
	Wiltshire Highways
	Parish Steward's comments slip
	Admin

	04.04.09
	Wilts Council
	Visits to Shepton Mallet NHS 
	circulated to members

	05.04.09
	Sarsen/Aster Group
	Sarsen News - Spring 2009
	Admin

	07.04.09
	CPRE
	AGM 16.4.09
	circulated to members

	07.04.09
	CPRE
	Renewable energy survey
	PN

	07.04.09
	Rural Services Comm. 
	Latest weekly rural focus
	circulated to members

	07.04.09
	Business in Community
	Prince's May Day Summit 2009
	PN

	07.04.09
	WCC
	Bus stops at Lydeway
	AS, SD, JM

	04.04.09
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	Local Councils Update - April 2009
	JM, PN

	04.04.09
	Wilts Council
	Local Transport Plan 2011
	circulated to members

	08.04.09
	Sustainability S.West
	Monthly bulletin - Sustainability Now
	PN

	09.04.09
	Wilts Council
	Area Boards - boundaries and associated matters
	circulated to members

	14.04.09
	Wilts Council
	Community Area Highway Information
	circulated to members

	15.04.09
	WCC
	Newsletter - April 09
	circulated to members

	15.04.09
	WCC
	Area Board update & code of conduct
	circulated to members

	15.04.09
	HQ Salisbury Plain
	News sheet for May 2009
	circulated to members

	17.04.09
	N.WessexDowns AONB
	Review of Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
	Consultation committee

	17.04.09
	Equality & Human Rights
	Public Sector duties
	JM

	20.04.09
	WCC
	Parish Steward Contacts' Training Day
	AS

	20.04.09
	WALC
	Newsletter for April & Employment briefing
	circulated to members

	20.04.09
	Community First
	Membership of Community 1st + First News
	Admin

	20.04.09
	WCC
	Highways matters
	circulated to members

	20.04.09
	Info. Commissioner's Office
	Promotion of Freedom of Information
	JM

	24.04.09
	WCC
	Local safety scheme at Lydeway
	circulated to members

	24.04.09
	WCC
	Road Closure notice of C248 Lydeway
	notice boards 

	25.04.09
	WCC
	Notice of Election for European Election
	notice boards

	25.04.09
	WCC
	Notice of Election for Unitary Council
	notice boards

	30.04.09
	NHS Wilts
	Swine Flu update
	circulated to members

	01.05.09
	N.Wessex AONB
	Mag. Up on the North Wessex Downs
	Admin

	01.05.09
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	Local Councils Update - May 2009
	JM, PN

	01.05.09
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	Magazine for May 2009
	JM, PN

	01.05.09
	Age Concern Wiltshire
	60th Anniversary Appeal
	Chairmen's Committee

	02.05.09
	WCC
	Swine Flu update
	circulated to members

	04.05.09
	Wilts Bobby Van Trust
	2009 newsletter & request for grant
	Chairmen's Committee

	05.05.09
	WCC
	Swine Flu update
	circulated to members

	06.05.09
	NHS Wilts
	Swine Flu update
	circulated to members

	06.05.09
	Rural Services Comm. 
	Rural News Focus 6.5.09
	circulated to members

	06.05.09
	WCC. Planning
	Planning Enforcement
	circulated to members

	08.05.09
	WCC
	Contacts leaflets
	circulated to members

	08.05.09
	WWT
	World Changers strategic plan
	PN

	08.05.09
	Neighbourhood Police
	Newsletter for May 08
	circulated to members

	08.05.09
	D.Cook, Newsagent
	Concerns over switching off street lights
	circulated to members

	08.05.09
	S.Felix re Newspapers
	Concerns over switching off street lights
	circulated to members

	09.05.09
	WCC. Keith Robinson
	Deadlines on consultation documents
	JM, PN

	10.05.09
	WCC
	Parish Steward Scheme - contact day
	AS, JM

	10.05.09
	WCC
	Meeting dates for Area Boards
	circulated to members

	10.05.09
	WCC
	European Election - Persons Nominated
	Notice boards

	13.05.09
	Nat.Society Allotments
	News & magazine
	Allotment Association

	13.05.09
	WCC
	Notice of persons nominated Urchfont & Cannings
	Notice boards

	15.05.09
	N.Wessex AONB
	Leader Funding reception
	PN

	15.05.09
	Sustainability S.West
	Monthly bulletin - Sustainability Now
	circulated to members

	15.05.09
	WCC
	Wilts Core strategy - consultation response
	circulated to members

	15.05.09
	WCC
	Parish Steward comments slip
	Admin


