PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE BEFORE 14 May 2007


Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Meeting Held 12th March 2007

In Attendance

Chair: Mr Peter Blanthorn (PB)

Councillors: Mr David Byrne (DB), Mrs Diane Dodds (DD), Mr Julian Hooper (JH), Mr Jim Moore (JM), Mr Geoff Tyler (GT) Mrs Stella Zweck (SZ)

Parish Clerk: Ms Lois Philipps (LP)

Parishioners: 4
Visitors: Councillor Peter Veasey
1.      
Apologies Mr Alan Aburrow (AB), Mrs Pippa Smith (PS),
2.      
Minutes of the last meeting
Accepted, proposed by JH and seconded by DB
3. Matters Arising from the minutes 
JM reported that he had received a response to his question of village skip hire and the outcome was that it was still the responsibility of the Parish Council to pay for the skips.
4.
Elections 2007  

Nomination papers are available from the Parish Clerk or from the Kennet District Council website http://www.kennet.gov.uk/leg_dem/electoral.nsf/election_information? 

The closing date for nominations is noon on Wednesday 4 April 2007. 
For more information on becoming a Parish Councillor please see http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/elections/candidates2007.cfm or contact the Parish Clerk.
5.
Reports from sub-committees and representatives

a)
Planning Committee
i) 
Airways O2 are seeking planning consent for two towers on Botley Down, this includes permission for two gas pipelines to be laid to feed generators. This would require signifcant trench work a response had been expected within a month of 9th February 2007 but nothing has been received.

ii) 
Planning permission for fencing and gateway in Oxenwood (K 55782F) has been refused and the gateway decoration has been removed.

iii) 
Shalbourne Soaring Society have withdrawn their appeal for use of powered tug planes.

iv) 
An appeal is to be heard in Ham Village Hall on 11th April at 10.00 for development of a house to be built between Melrose Cottage and the Mill. The Parish Council are strongly against this development and will be represented by JH. 
v) 
The Coppice fence in Ham Road had received notice to remove or reduce the height of the fence. This has only in part been complied with. The Parish Council will notify Kennet District Council to request an inspection.

vi) 
The following applications have been approved, Westcourt Farm( K55567/F), Bagshot Gate House (K55577/F), 8 Little Mead (K55754/F), The Mead (K55679/F) and The Grove (K55780/F).

vii) 
Kennet District Council are meeting on 15th March 2007 to discuss Ropewind Development. Councillor Peter Veasey will attend and report back.

b) Footpaths
i) Replacement of the bridge on FP2. Installation is planned for late April/May by WCC

ii) The kissing gate on Cox’s Lane has been fitted by the landowner
iii) Action not yet taken on footpath problems in Oxenwood area
iv) Article was written in Parish Magazine on Rights of Way in Shalbourne Parish.
v) The issue of quad-bikes being used on Cox’s Lane has been resolved
vi) A member of the public has raised the question of horses using Cox’s. JM said that if he could be advised of the rider he would take action. He pointed out that riders could have permission of the landowner. 
c) Notice boards
i)
Footpath map notice board has been completed it has to be said that the ink is likely to fade over time.  JM has investigated the possibility of a more permanent board on the village green. This is likely to cost in the excess of £1000. This option will be kept under review.
ii)
With the exception of the newly refurbished notice board outside the Village Shop it was felt that the remainder are looking ‘scruffy’. The notice boards in Oxenwood, Bagshot and the Ham Road junction are in need of some tender loving care. It was decided to put an article in the parish magazine to ask for volunteers to adopt a notice board! The Council would cover the cost of materials.
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iii) The policy on the use of the Parish notice boards was clarified at least half the board is for use of Parish Council notices.  Other village users are encouraged to display local information, trade notices are permitted provided they do not impede other users.  Management of the notice boards is at the discretion of the Parish Clerk.

d) Transport 

PB altered the Council and Parishioners to new rail timetable due in the near future.

It was noted that the ‘connecting’ bus services between village and trains no longer did!  The meeting was encouraged to support the activities of the ‘Bedwyn Train Users Group’. And through a letter campaign maintain a pressure to ensure a basic public transport service survives.

e) Highways 

i) There remains an urgent need to have a meeting to discuss the flooding issues in the village.
ii) Where drains have been cleared they are now effective at carrying away storm waters eg the Brook Lane drain.

iii) Highways need to be informed about the flooding on the main A338.

iv) A parishioner has raised concerns over recent overland flow from agricultural land on to the Highways.  Peter Veasey will raise the issue with KDC.

v) Following a recent visit by Michael Ancram MP  he has undertake to directly question Thames Water about the sewage problems reported by a number of residents in recent years. And to raise the point that 11 more dwellings in the Ropewind Development is likely to exacerbate the problem.

vi) If following the residents meeting there is felt to be a need to take the question of flooding further then an approach would be made to the Environment Agency. 

f)
Police liaison
i) Following a recent meeting between David Byrne and PC Bayliss, it was reported that PC will be making contact with parishioners over 80 and living 

-alone and couples who are over 90 to arrange a visit to discuss their concerns and policing issues.

ii)
As neighbourhood watch co-ordinator, Randle Theobald reported that there had been a reduction in Central Government funding for community policing and whereas in January PC Bayliss had said that his team would consist of himself, a special constable and community support officer, there would no longer be the provision of a special constable.  

ii) New neighbourhood watch signs were being provided free of charge and Councillors Stella Zweck and Peter Blanthorn had volunteered to assist Randle Theobald put up the new signs. Having agreed that they need to be placed on lampposts rather than telegraph poles. As the signs were laminated plastic rather than metal the risk of injury to a member of the public as a result of one of the signs falling on them was deemed to slight and therefore a claim against the Parish Councils insurance was unlikely.

g) Environment  
i) The soil being dumped in proximity to the watercress beds has been explained and forms part of a restoration programme that is subject to a planning application (K55863/F), and not as first thought an incidence of fly tipping.
ii) There are concerns that fly tipping has occurred in the highways lay-by at the Hungerford entrance to the village and on the road side verge between Shalbourne and Great Bedwyn. Mrs Stella Zweck as agreed to raise the matter with Highways.

h) Oxenwood
i) There is nothing to report
6. Reports from District and County Council
a) Notification has been received that 2007/08 audit costs remain the same as in 2006/07

b) Notification of fire Regulatory reform has been received and passed to Shalbourne Club and Village Hall committee for further information see http://195.80.32.155/docimages/1402.pdf
c) Concerns have been raised over the possibility of ‘One Council for Wiltshire’ the loss of district councils, documentation has been passed to JM to read and inform the Council.

d) Waste & recycling collection notices have been received, and are to be placed on notice boards.
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e) Notice has been given that the roads from Little Court to Crooked Cottage to Rowan Tree House will be closed on Monday 7th May for the May Day Fayre.

f) The Chairman report that he had written on behalf of the council objecting most strongly to the closure of Savernake Hospital Minor Injury Unit and the Farmer Mental Health Unit.

g) Closing date for Best Kept Village 2007 is 1st April

h) The council are seeking to replace the insert to the litter bin on the village green.

7. Communications from members of the Public
a) A consultation document from KDC entitled Making Places for the Future had been drawn to the Parish Councils attention. There is an on-line questionnaire available from www.kennet.gov.uk or paper copies are available from the Forward Planning team on 01380 734872.  The Clerk will co-ordinate the Council’s response, members of the community are encourage to make their own views known  by completing the on-line questionnaire or in writing. Comments are required to be returned by Monday 16th April 2007.
8. Payments
a) A request for support for the Good Companions has been received, it was agreed that the Parish Council will subsides the Good Companions by paying the Village Hall fees for the coming year 39 meetings at £10 per meeting a total of £390.  This was proposed by SZ and seconded by JM.  If there are less than 39 meetings this year then the Good Companions subsides for next year will be adjusted accordingly.

b) Chairman’s expenses for paper and toner £129.98 were approved JM and seconded by JH.

c) Transfer from deposit account to current account of £520 was authorised by SZ and PB.
Date of Next Full Council meeting:
14th May 2007
Meeting Closed: 9:42 pm
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