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Shalbourne Parish Council Meeting

Minutes of Meeting Held 8th January 2007

In Attendance
Chair: Mr Peter Blanthorn (PB)

Councillors: Mr Alan Aburrow (AB), Mr David Byrne (DB), Mrs Diane Dodds (DD), Mr Julian Hooper (JH), Mr Jim Moore (JM), Mrs Pippa Smith (PS), Mr Geoff Tyler (GT) Mrs Stella Zweck (SZ)

Parish Clerk: Ms Lois Philipps (LP)

Parishioners: 6

Visitors: PC Michael Bayliss and Mary Treneer/KDC  
Apologies 

None received. 
1.       Police Surgery 

PC Bayliss report that crimes in the Parish remained low amounting to one incident of fraud an assault, a theft from a shed and loss of property during removals. Marlborough areas rate for solving crime is 30 %.

PC Bayliss provided the meeting with details as to how a new policing initiative would affect the Parish. The area covered by PC Bayliss would increase 3 fold and take in an area from Buttermere to Broad Hinton his team would consist of a Special Constable and two Community Support Officers, their principal role would be community policing providing a ‘visible presence’ with 95% of their time being on preventative work. Another team of officers would deal with crime investigation.

Part of the role of the Community Police Officers would be to identify ‘minorities within the community’ and work with their representatives. If, as in Shalbourne, no minority group could be identified then they would work with ‘named representatives’ these are Diane Dodds for Oxenwood and David Byrne for Shalbourne.

The Community Officers would also be working with the public through ‘community questionnaires’ to identify what the public wanted and expected from their Community Police Officers.  Councilor Jim Moore expressed surprise that this survey was necessary as another Wiltshire County Council initiative, the  ‘People’s Voice’ already included ‘what the people want from their police in their regular consultations. Finally PC Bayliss was asked about the use of ‘quad bikes’ on footpaths as there has been a couple of incidences of this in the Parish.  After a brief discussion it was felt that the issue should be dealt with at a local level rather than involving PC Bayliss.

2.
Recycling & Waste Disposal Question and Answer Session

Mary Treneer from Kennet District Council Environment and Amenity Services took questions from the Parish Council and members of the public. 

Questions ranged from ‘how can it be environmentally friendly for the public to individually drive to Eveleigh to recycle their plastic and cardboard?’  To dealing with lid closure policies recycling shredded paper, the waste generated in the village hall, to why could not Christmas wrapping paper be recycled and why does the Parish Council have to pay for the amenity skips surely the public are being taxed twice.

KDC are following Waste Resources and Action Programme (WRAP) recommendations so far as fortnightly collections are concerned and KDC have visited a number of other councils to see which ‘model’ would suit the communities in the Kennet area. We were also made aware of social nuisance ‘bin abuse by neigboroughs’.  Kennet’s answer to this in the first instance education.

The issue of plastic and cardboard recycling, Mary admitted were not ideal and KDC are looking at having a site for recycling these materials in Marlborough and are investigating the economic and environmental implications for kerb side collections. The reason for not being able to recycle our Christmas wrapping paper lay with the company who KDC send the paper to in Alyesbury…something to do with the wrong sort of paper!

The lid closed and no side bag policy is to really encourage us all to do better at reducing waste to landfill and recycle more. It is also easier for the refuse collectors and the vehicle not to have over filled bins.

Yes you can recycle shredded paper but do make sure it is layered as it has real potential to cause a litter problem. The ideal solution is to take your shredded paper to recycling centres.

Unfortunately for all village hall users the village hall is a commercial enterprise (rather than a social amenity) and as such would be required to pay for waste collection and there appears to be no way round this.

Similarly there was no answer to Councillor Moore’s question on why the Parish is has to pay for amenity skips.

For more information on WRAP see www.wrap.org.uk
3.
Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 13th November were amended as Turks Cottage should have read Tucks cottage and then approved

Proposed by Mr Jim Moore 

Seconded by Mrs Stella Zweck

4.
Matters Arising from the minutes 

It was recognized by all present how festive the Christmas tree on the village green had looked this Christmas, a real asset to the community.  The new lights looked splendid and the financial contributions from Shalbourne Club and Tyler Hardwoods were duly acknowledged.

5.
Footpaths

5.1
Bridges:


Junction of FP1 and 2 (behind Appledore) has been examined by WCC staff and requires replacement.  The unsafe bridge has been removed and a date for installation of a new bridge is awaited.

FP15. Rail sleeper bridge has been replaced and a new rail fitted by WCC staff.

5.2     Brook Lane WCC have improved the water drainage by digging out the ditch to the North side of the path.

5.3     A kissing gate has been delivered by WCC and installation at Coxs Lane (FP18) is to be arranged by the landowner.

5.4 Access Land. Whilst the new Access Area running along the bottom of Rivar      Down is included in recent ‘Explorer’ maps, arrangements for entry to the area are responsibility of the WCC Local Access Forum that has yet to consider our area.

5.5     Action to open blocked FP in the Oxenwood area is yet to be taken

5.6  FP1 is now open between the reed beds and the junction with FP2 but like many paths after recent rains is very slippy.

5.7 Shalbourne Rights-of-Way Map has been acquired and will be mounted this month. An article on the R of W is scheduled to appear in the next issue of the Parish Magazine.

6.
Planning
6.1 Shalbourne Soaring Club have appealed against the decision of the regulatory planning meeting. Appeal lodged on 21st December 2006, there is a consultation phase of 6 weeks to lodge objections. Having objected in the past the Parish Council decided to re-iterate that objection.

6.2 8 Little Mead, planning for an extension has been agreed

6.3 1 Stype cottage application has been agreed

6.4 Well House application has been agreed

6.5 Crooked Cottage application has been agreed with listed building approval

6.6 Hassocks application has been agreed

6.7 Mill House has appealed against the notice to remove the fence the planning inspectorate agreed it is now for Highways should they so wish to take the matter further.

6.8 The Parish Council have opposed plans for a new building between the Mill and Melrose Cottage this has gone to the Planning Inspectorate.

6.9 Coppice House plans have gone to appeal, an incorrect letter had been posted by the Parish Council but once notified of the mistake removed it.

6.10 Parish Council were requested to consider all planning applications in the light of the Strategic Plan and Conservation Statement. 
Action Planning Sub-Committee
7.
Budget & Finances

7.1 Cheques and Transfers

7.1.1 Invoice from the Village Hall Committee has been received for £70 (7 meetings @£10 per meeting.)  Payment approved by SZ and seconded by JM

7.1.2 The chairman requested payment for stamps of £6.60, payment was approved by PS and seconded by JM

7.1.3 An invoice for £50 from Jane Elliman for the Christmas tree had been received. Payment was approved by DD and seconded by PS

7.1.4 An invoice for £60 from KDC for the skip hire had been received. Payment was approved by SZ and seconded by JM

7.1.5 The chairman requested approval to transfer £120 from Portman Account to the Current account, to meet these expenses. Transfer was approved by SZ and seconded by DD.

7.2 Parish Council Grants

An application for Parish Council Grants has been received from Mr Philip Matthews on behalf of the Shalbourne Club to match fund to the sum of £300 to resurface the childrens play area with appropriate woodchip materials. Following a lengthy discussion of the grant application JM proposed that the Council did not make the grant. A vote was taken which resulted in 4 against the proposal, 4 in support and 1 abstention. The Chairman used his casting vote and the motion not to make the grant was carried. 

7.3 May Day Fayre 

A request to assist the 2007 May Day Fayre insurance under the same arrangements as in 2006 was approved.

7.4 Precept for 2007-2008

A draft budget has been prepared and in the light of this the Chairman proposed that the coming financial year the precept be set at £3,000. Proposals about reducing it or index linking it were discussed. The outcomes of these discussions were that the Chairman’s motion to leave it at £3,000 was put to the vote; this was carried 8 for and 1 against. 

8. Correspondence 

8.1 A letter concerning fly tipping in the field behind the school has been received

8.2 Notification of the Parish Stewards Scheme was given any issues to be raised with SZ, Mrs Green raised the question of the fire hydrant outside Little Court requires attention. This was noted.

8.3 A letter from Thames Water has been received to state that they are investigating the problems of sewage at the bottom of Rivar Road.  Did Thames Water say in this letter they had no knowledge of the Ropewind Farm Development?

8.4 There is disagreement in the correspondence between WCC, Highways and Parish Council as to the cause and thus the responsibilities for the flooding in Rivar Road. Action SZ to follow up with letters to both WCC and Highways seeking clarification. 

8.5 In addition SZ proposed to arrange a meeting between the flooded property owners and the Parish Council to formulate an action plan.

8.6 The Parish Council has received a copy of the Wiltshire Emergency Handbook. Now held by SZ.

8.7 The Parish Council has received notification of new Parish Clerk Training Day in March. Application form passed to the Clerk. 
Meeting Closed: 10.00pm
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