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President: Gen. Sir Robert Pascoe KCB. MBE
The Branch met on Tuesday November 8th completely out of calendar kilter in order to permit a more detailed and informed discussion of the service of remembrance scheduled for the coming weekend. As those that attended will know this year was different, this year we had relatives of Alfred Moxham a Potterne man who tragically was killed in the battle of the Somme during the First World War and whilst having no known grave is remembered by an inscription on our war memorial. Research carried out by a dedicated WW1 historian had identified the manner and place of his death and had contacted family relatives. An invitation by our President to those relatives brought them to our service where together with a larger than customary congregation we participated in a very contemplative but inspiring service. 

     General Pascoe in his “Reading” quoted from an eyewitness to Alfred Moxham’s death and referred to the subsequent obliteration of his grave and the recording of his death on The Thiepval memorial and on Potterne’s war memorial. There is no doubt that the personal recording of these events by an eyewitness from Alfred’s own company of The 5th Bn. The Wiltshire Regiment and the presence of old and young members of his family added poignancy and reality to this years’ service and made it truly a Service of Remembrance. 

      The memorial service was, as always, a community event and this year the community was a little more in evidence and widely represented than is usual. It was a great pleasure to see both age and youth represented at the war memorial with Len Holloway a stalwart 96 year old branch member and WWII Veteran and Kelsey Bishop a member of The Village Youth Club representing the youth of the village, laying wreaths. It was also pleasing to have the Chairman and members of the Parish Council officially present and to have Tony Molland, a Parish Councillor, lay a wreath on their behalf.  
      The involvement of Potterne and the wider Wiltshire community was given a more practical dimension by the ready assistance and advice given us by Wiltshire Council Highway’s Department who facilitated our closure of The A360 at Church Corner for the duration of the act of remembrance and by Potterne Social club for once again hosting our post service social gathering. Their ready welcome and copious refreshments were well received. We readily and gratefully acknowledge the significant part that they played in the day’s success as indeed did that other and underappreciated section of Wiltshire Council’s Highways department the road cleaning dept. who against all the odds removed the hazards presented at this time of year by incontinent trees and their deposit of life threatening (to the elderly and infirm) leaves.
      Our “Standard Bearer” Ron Fraser, it is said, is a man of many parts and two of them were on display on Sunday. Whilst he proudly carried Potterne’s standard his presence was a close run thing for the day before he had carried The Wiltshire County Standard at The Nation’s Festival of Remembrance at The Royal Albert Hall. Earlier in the year Ron had competed against the best in the County and reigned supreme, being selected as County Standard Bearer, a well-earned and well justified accolade both for Ron and for Potterne.
November has been a full and rewarding month for the branch on a number of fronts as you can see from the foregoing but as the minutes of our November meeting will show our concerns are not just for pomp, circumstance and history however great and prestigious that history. 
      At our meeting on the 8th in addition to planning for a successful Remembrance weekend, we addressed once again the vexed and more immediate question of how we fulfil our obligation to our living servicemen and women and their dependants many of whom are in need of support, comfort and guidance. We resolved that in the coming year we would put in place arrangements that would allow us to better fit into the national and county contribution whilst at the same time seeking out ways in which we could better identify local need and relate it to available service and support. We have a dedicated “Welfare Officer” Jeanette von Berg who will be leading our local effort but first we must overcome the bureaucratic hurdles which are slowing us down.
Meanwhile if there are serving or ex members of The Armed Forces or their dependants who would like to contact The Potterne Branch of The Royal British Legion for advice and/or to join us please see contacts below. 

(N.B. You don’t have to have a service connection to be a full member of The Royal British Legion)
DJ (Jerry) Willmott (Chairman)
Contact: - Jerry Willmott:  djwillmott@btinternet.com 01380 730115

                  Ron Fraser:  mintmaster@tiscali.co.uk  01380 722710
